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CHAPTER I. 

T*is.a truth universally acknow- 
ledged, that a single man in posses- 
sion of*a good forRRiL, must be in 
want* o^ a wife. 

tjpwever little known “tlie feelings 
or views of such a man may 1>e on 

• Ins first entering a* neighbourhood, 

* thisjtjuth is so wefi fixed in £hetxiinds 
of the^surroundipg fanaifies.Jhat he 
is 4x>nsidered as the rjghtfjn prop^rfy 
of some one or other of their daugh- 
ters. 

’* My dear Mr. Rennet,’ 7 said^ his 
lady to fiim '•one day, - “ fig^e you 
von. i. .b / f ■ heartf^ 
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*teard that Netberfield Pa*k«is let at 

<ast?” 

'^"Mr. Rennet replied, that* he had 
not. • 

“But it is,” returned she; “for 
Mrs. Long has jn£t been here, and 
she -told me all about it.” . 

Mr. Bennet made no answer. 

“ l)e not ys»u , want to know who 
lias taken *:l?” cried his wife i impa- 
tiently. r 

“ You ww'XJefCeW me, and I have 
no objection to hearing it.” ^ 

Tips was* invitation enough. 

“ Why,* my dear, •you must know, 
Mrs. Long says, that Netherlield is 
taken .by a young 'man # of large for- 
tune from thu north of England; that 
lie cameVown on Monday in a oikiVe 
and four to see the place, and was so 
ttauch delighted vvilh.it that lie agreed 
’ with- Mr„ Morris liumedian iy ; tlu.v 
he^s to^take possession 15 c fore Mi- 

’chaelnias. 
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•chadtnasf and some of his serv^nta* 
are to he in the house by tihe end-of 
next. wet*. ' - • ■* ' ■' '■ 

“ What is his name ?” 

“ Bingleyi” * 

“ Is lie married or single?’ 7 
“ Oh ! single, my dear, to be sure ! 
A single man of, large fortune ; four 
or five thousand a yeaft^ AVha/a fine 
thing fqr our girls !’ * * - 

if How so? how can it affect them?” 
“ My clear Mr. eplied his 

wife, bow can you be so tiresome ! 
You # must knovr that I am thinking 
of his marrying one of them.” » 

* “ Is that his design in settling 
■i,erj?” . • " 

“ Dteign ! nonsense Jsfliw can you. 
talk-iso ! |3ut it is very like^that he 
vnty fall in love swrai one ofthciri, 
and therefore yp« , jpust visit him astf 
sb*n as he -comes.” . . • • 

“ 1 see do occasion for thdt v 5 9a 
B 51 ' and* 
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«hd the-girH may-go, or ♦you may 
*epd theni by themselves, which per-, 
liaps will be stillbetter, f&r as you 
hrVaS’hartdsome as any of them, Mr. 

like the best ot 
* ’* 

5 * ? My dear, yon flatter me. I cer- 
tainlyAtfre had my, share of beauty, 
but l tJo notj)5$^tend^,o be any thing 
extradriiiiraryno^r; When a .woman 
has five grown tip daughter^, she 
oughtto g^’a^^r thinking of her* 
own beauty.” 

“ In such cases, a Avoman ha$ not 
often much beauty *to think of.” • 

: 1 “ But, my dear, you must, indeed* 
go ahd^see Mr. ‘Bingley Avhgn % hi? , 
koines into’t&e neighbourhood*” 

• ** It'iSyjnqre than I engage fbh, I 
assure you? 

^ ** 'But consider your daughters. ‘ 
OnTythirifc what ail establishment ft . 
wd&ldj* for ohe of Sir Wil, * 

liam 
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'iii) m uutl«Lady Lucas are determined* 
to go, merely on that accoiiut, for its. 
general yon know they visit no- myT 
comers. Indeed you must go, .for it 
r w ill be impossible for v# to visit him, . 
il’ you do not.i’* 

“ You, are over scrupulous surely. 
1 dare say* Mr. Bmgley will be very 
glad to see you ; fj\(x I vyilb^end a 
few Uijes by > you to assusgV^uToi my 
hearty consent to his marrying which 
ever he 'chases of \ka.<rirh ; though I 
inusf throw in a good word for my 
little Lizzy.” 

“.1 desire you will do* nonsuch 
thing. Lizzy is not. a bit betjter than 
the others; and I-am.surO she is not 
half so hamlsomd as jane? nof half 
s» good humoured as L^'dia* Byt 
you arc always givin|*J«?rj|b^ prefer- 
ence.” 

•f “ They have none .of them .much 
,to recommend them,”, replied due; 

b 3 * “ tb^r 
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an they are all silly and ignorant like;* 
•other girls ; but Liz/y has something t 
Ifrfbre of quickness than her^sisters.” 

“ Mr. Bcnuet, how ‘can you abuse 
your own children hi such a way ?' 
You take delight in vexing me. You 
have no compassion on my poor 
nerves.’’ 

“ Yfot pjisj:a^|f mti; my dear. 1 
have^ respect for your peiwes. 
They are my old friends. I liaie 
heard yoiuiiiy^^fi them wifh consi- ■ 
deration these twenty years at l&ast.” 

“ Ah ! you do not know what I 
suffetf” ’ 

“ But I hope you will get over it, • 
and live see many young men of ' 
four thousand a ySar come into the 
n^ighboHr^ >d.” 

.“•If will ”be*M) use to us, if twenty 
4 &«ch should come sinyo you will not^ 
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' when flit-re are. twenty, I will visife 
them all.” ' 

A3 r. Bennot. was so Oihl a mixture 
of quick parts, sarcastic humour, re- 
serve, and caprlbe, tiiat the experience 
of three and twenty years had been 
insufficient to make his wife under- 
stand his ‘character. Her mind was 
less difficult to'deyjeyape. . SW Was a 
wom^u of mean .underst^-atlfThttle 
information, and uncertain temper. 
When She was di^w tente d she fan- 
cie<f herself nervous. The business 
of her life was to get her daughters 
married ; its solace was visiting aud 
news. 


tw 


CIIAJP- 



( B ) 


CHAPTER If. 

i 

Mr. Benuet was among the earliest 
of those who waited on Mr. JJirigiey. 
He had always intended to visit him, 
though *o tjhe lnsjjt always assuring his 
wife should not go; aud till 

the evening after the visit was paid, 
she had no knnwk Jge of*, it- 'It was 
then disclosed in the following man- 
ner. Observing his second daughter 
employed in trimming a hat, he sud- 
denly addressed her with, 

“ I hope* Mr. Bingley will lik t e it 
Lizzy!'. 

“We 'are not in a way to know 
wliqt Mr. Bingl££ likes,” said her mo- 
ther resentfully, “ sfncg we are not to 
visit.”,. 

“*£\it you fo.rget, malna,” jsaid Eli- 
“ * *al,»eth'j.. 
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'zabeth, ‘‘•that we shall meet him at* 
,the assemblies, and that Mrs. Long 
has pronfised to introduce him.” • * 

“I do not believe Mrs. Long will 
do any such thing. She has two 
neices of her ow n. She is a selfish, 
hypocritical woman, and I have nd 
opiuion of *her.” ■* ^ 

“No more have !^h9si4^ , Jg > e>i- 
net; “.and I aingl&d to imtfdfat you 
do not depend on her serving you.” 

Mrs. lleimet dei^ti-e A.’i&Wto make 
any reply ; but unable to contain her- 
self,, began scolding'one of her daugh- 
ters.* * 

“ Don’t keep couglyng so, Kitty, 
for^Jifa ven’s .sake 1" Have a'^ttljecom- 
passion <y i my nerves. 1^0 u tear then* 
tw pieces.” • 

* “ Kitty has no discretion in lier 
coughs,” said herfyther; “ she tinuV 
tiffein ill.” 

• • 

I do/ n8t cough for'mv <rtui 

p , r > v— am us<» 
r l y. i 
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uimiseiiient,” replied Kitty' fretfully.' 
“ W hen is your next ball to be, Liz- 
zy 

“ To-morrow fortnight.” 

, 19 \ 
“ Aye, so it is,” cried her mother, 

“and Mrs. Long doesmot come back 
till the day before; so, it will be im- 
possible for hei to introduce him, for 
she^viKiif* k’lftd* him herself.” 

“ tIuo, fey dv'ii', you may havi'the 
advantage ot your friend, and intro- 
duce Mr l’ -.: 1 g * her.” 

C< 

“ Jmpossibh, Mr. Bennet, itnpossi- 
l>le, when i‘ am not acquainted with 
him vn; self: how can you be so teaz- 
iug ?” * 

X ..v 

- ‘ i .honour your cm.mmspecfnn. 
A (brtil:g!ii’si\equ'.iiuiance is certainly 
v»:rv little. One cannot Lnow wln.t 
alnati reallv is bv the end of a fort- 

* •'i 


ft^ght. lict if n y do not venture, 
somebody e!s-,s will; ami after jftl, 
Mfs. Long and her neief's ^ue t stain 1 * 
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*<jjeir ehatice ; and therefore, as .she** 
^will think it an act of kindness, if you ‘ 
decline tlie office, I will take it on 
jjiyself.” 

The skirls -stored at (heir father. 
Mrs. Benuet s&id only, “ JS'onseuse, 
nonsense!” ^ 

“ W hat can l»e't Initialling of (hat 
emphatic ’ exchn(.ta^tT^^‘rr,Ced,.lie. 
“ llo you consider the fern is of in- 
troduction, and the stress that is laid 

• « 

0 on them, as nonsense*! Iwfflrtot quite 
agree with you there. What say you, 
Mary? for you area young lady of 
deep reflection 1 know', and read!>reat 
books, and make ext 


•Jury wished to say sonietf ifuMrery 
sensible,. bid knew not*how. • 

*■"’ “ While Alary is^ydjusting # hfr 
ideas," he ccmliuu.ed, “ let us ft ‘turn 


•to Mr. Bing 


'\f t 


*“ 1 am sick of Mr.*Binglev,”'Vr!ed 

• • D _ *■ 1 % 

~ T p£ J\ ' i adj, 


- *; V, lit. 
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'** “ J am sorry to hear that ; J hut whw 
'did not you tell me so before ? If I 
had known as much this morning, I 
certainly would not have called 01^ 
• him. It is very unlucky ; but as I 
have actually paid thtf visit, we can- 
not escape the acquaintance now.” 

The aslomSinnen t^sf the ladies was 
j usUw\at'£rt$ 'w i^hed ; that* of Mrs. 
Bennet perhaps surpassing the r&st ; 
though when the first tumult of jtty 
was over;"WwHw^an to declare that it 
was what she had expected all the 
while. 

• * 

“ How good it. was in you, my dear 

M{^Bei)i»et?,^I 5 ^t^I knew I should 

prttsAati^'^ou at last. I was sur«yy/m 

hoved your fjivls too well to. ifegleet 

sftch an acqujjrintance. Well, hoNt 

pltasfed I am ! and it is such a good 

»Jfike, too, that you should have gone- 

thft morning, and never said a \voi v d 

abffut ^ t*ll now.” 

£ V. \T t 
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■ “ No\t, Kitty, you may cough riw 
rinuch as you cliuse,” said Mr. Bonnet > 
and, as*he spoke, he left the room,* 
^fatigued with the raptures of bis wife. 
t( What an "excellent father yon. 
have, girls,” said she, when the door 
was shut. “ lido not know how you 
wlfl ever ‘mak^vjiinir* amends for his 
kfcdness ; or n^e ai (V*#* fpr- that mat- 
ter. .At our tiiawW’ life, 'ivinfnot so 
pleasant I can tell you, to be making 
new acquaintance every «lay_: but for 
your sakes, we would do any thing. 
Ljdia, niy love, though you are the 
youngest, I dare say Mr. Bingley w ill 
dance with you at the next ball.” 

• ;‘.Oh!” siyd Lrrtfia nm 

not. Mfyaid ; for tho.'^h fea/ii tjic 
••’youngest, I’m the tallest.” . 

The rest of the dining was ^pent 
in conjecturing Jhow’' soon lie woqld, 
Return Mr. Bennet's visit, and^ deter- 
mining Ahttithey should*ask*h»n to 

CHAP- 
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v CHAPTER HI. 

Not all that Mrs. Bonnet, however, 
with the assistance of |ier live dangh- 
ters, could avL,on Jt;ie subject w«is 
sufficient ^*opj her husband 

any sUWwtifrtory W. Jseription of Mr. 
limgley. They attacked him in va- 
rious wa y s • u n h bai. faced questions, 
ingenious suppositions, aud distant 
surmises; but Ik: eluded the skil^ of 
them yli ; and they were at last obliged 
to aceept tin- second-hand intelligence 
of l.hc* . ..’j ah; n twin r~~Tva d v JUieas. .1 jb;r 
reporf v.as highly favourable. L -Sir 
W}lliam hafl been delighted with himr 
He. tvy.s quite’Voung, wonueiiuSIy ' 
handsome, extfremcjy agreeable, and 
to cfo^’u the whple, he meant to b<? 
at tkd next assembly \Vith\ a large, 

prtttbfN! 
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* wirty. ' Nothing. could be more de-„ 
Jhghtful! To be fond of dancing was, 
a certairfstep towards falling in love; 
jmd very lively hopes of Mr. Bing- 
ley’s heart werd entertained. 

“ If 1 can bu*t see one of iny daugh- 
ters^tappily settled at ISelherlield,” 
su*l Mrs* Benjjist ta -her husband, 
“ §nd all the otjiei^ »v£w sjd.lv .well mar- 
ried, .1 shall havW iiothih^ ^d 'w ish 
Ur” 

In a Tew days Mr. BinjrVvjetnmed 
Mr.*Bennet's visit, ami sat about ‘ten 


minutes with him in his.lil.rarv. He 

• * 

had eiTtertained hopes of being ad- 
mitted to a sight of. the young ladies, 
oil hose l.j;auty "in=T i iia’l'hi^uv^^dch; 
but he saw only* the father?-. ’The la- 
-dies were somewhat more fortuuate. 


‘for they had the udtfihfage of, tfs^er- 
taining from un *upp^r window, tljjit 
lie wore a blue eoat yind rode ^ black 
horse, t 
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, An invitation to dinner v r as soo^'i ' 
.afterwards dispatched; and already t, 
liad Mrs. Benuet planned the courses 
that were to do credit to her house^ 
keeping; when an tifcriwrer arrived 
which deferred it all... Mr. Bingley 
was obliged to be in town the follow- 
ing day, and oopseq nen tly u n abl e\jto 
accept the ho«*v’r "tof their invitation, 
&c. c ^M’.^7_'Bennelrwbs quite discon- 
certed. 8he could not imagine wlint 
badness he c ould have in town so 
soon after his arrival in Hertfordshire; 
and she began to fear that he might 
be always flying about from oite place 
to another, and pever settled at Ne- 
tliefiM4. as ITe'ohght- to t be. L*fi<^y 
LucaS 'E^tieted^ hear fears a little by 
starting the idea of his being gone to 
Lopdon only tfiVget a large party for 
ttyg ball ; and if report^oon followed 
'tbatMr. Bingley was to bring twelve 
iadigs<knd seven gentlemen w*ith him . 
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to»the assembly. . The girls grieved . 
jfrer such .a number of ladies; but-' 
*\vere comforted the day before the 
ball by hearing, tkui-instead of twelve^ 
hehadbrougfc&’only six witj» him 
from London, Jftis five sisters and a 
conshpr^ And when the party entered 
the/assembly room, it consisted of 
oulj five altogether^ Mr.-^ingjley , his 
two^isters, the husband of the»eldest, 
and another young man. 

**■* Mr. Bingley was good looking and 
gentlemanlike; he. had a pleasant 
eounteuance, and easy,, unaffected 
manners 1 . His sisters were fine, wo- 
men, with an air of decided fashion.*^ 
• Hi%b/other-in-law>Mr. flurnt, i%s**dy 
looked, the gcntleftpn ; but his frtend^ 
s-Mr. Darcy soon drew the attention of 
the room by his fiue, tad*persori, hand- 
some features, pottle m^in ; and th£ 

. foport which, was in general cifci^a-*' 
jtion within five* minutes after h4 en- 

^pcfflce, 
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trance, of his having ten thousand a 
, year. The gentlemen pronounce*' 
him to be a fine figure of » man, the 
ladies declared he was much haud- 
someij than Mr. Biugley, and he was 
looked at with grea^, admiration for 
about half the evening, tiil hUjr,man- 
ners gave af disgust, which turneo^the 
tide of his pjipj/larity ; for he was dis- 
covered 1,0 be p'ro'hd, to be abova "his 
company, and above being pleased; 
and no t all h is large estate iif Derby* « 
shire could then save him from Having 
a most forbi/lding, disagreeable coun- 
tenance, -and being unworthy to be 
compared with bis friend. 

*54#*. $jngtey bad soon made, lym- 
seliMnjuainted witii all the principal 
people in the -room; lie was lively 
aiuhunreserv#^, danced every dance, 
was angry tly-a the' bajl closed so ear- 
’ly, t and talked of giving one himself 
at JS^thenfield. Such* amiable quali^ 

ties. 
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\i|s must f peakfqr themselves. What 
ifeontrast between liim and his friend! 
'Mr. Darty danced only once with 
Mrs. Hurst and once with Miss Bing- 
ley, declined iutroduoedifto any 
other lady, and* spent the reift of tire 
eveiiu^ inr M r alking about the room, 
spelfkiiig' (tecasionally to one of his 
ow]|| party. His chat'vM.er .was de- 


cided., He was the' proudest, most 
disagreeable man in the world, and 
i^very b'ddy hoped that lie ’iyould ne- 
ver dime there again. Amongst the 
most, violent against him was Mrs. 
Bonnet, "whose dislike of j^is general 
'behaviour, was sharpened into parti- 
' c u bn;reson tm en t, bj his havijig^l’jg'lit- 
ed on©. of her daifghtersr 

Elizabeth Bonnet bad been obliged,, 
by the scarcity of gentlemen, t tv $it 
.down for two .dances^ and during 
|)«rt of that time, Mr. Darcy lt,ad 
•been standing near , enough for Be^to 

oi*silSar 
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overhear a conversation between h^m 
and Mr. J3ingley, who came from tfl. 
dance for a few minutes, toi press his 
friend to join it. 

“ Come, Darcy,” jKad he, “ I must 
have yon dance. I hate to see you 
standing about l*y yourself'^ this 
stupid manner. You had much fet- 
ter dance.” 

A I certainly shall not. You kpow 
bow I detest it, unless I am particu- 
larly acqua inted with my partner* 
At such au assembly as tbis, it would 
be insupportable. Your sister^ are 
engaged, and there is not another, wo- 
mau in the room, whom it would not 
be^pijuishtnent to me to stand ,.up 
with?” 

4 “ I would not be so fastidious a$ 
yout-are,” criedf Bingley, “ for a king- 
pin ! Upon oh hdnojir, I never met 
with so many pleasant girls in my 
life* I havethis evening y knd there 

are 
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hr* sever^ of them you see uncom- 
monly pretty.” 

' “ Ytm nre dancing with the only 
handsome girl in the room,” said Mr; 
Bascy, lookiBg 'at the eldest. Miss c, 
Ben net. 

“ QlfT she is the roost beautiful 
crespure I ever beheld ! But there is 
one^of her sisters sitting down just 
behind, you, who is very pretty, Mid 
I dare say, very agreeable. Bo let 
Ihe ask fay partner to introduce yotu’’ 

' “ Which do you mean?” antf turn- 
ing round, he looked for a moment at 
Elizabeth, till catching hyr eye, he 
"withdrew his own and coldly said'"’* 

“ Syiie is tolerable : but not handsome 
• * 0 
enough to tempt the,; and I am in-no 

.humour at present to give conse- 
quence to young ladles who •ajre 
slighted by other ihen.^fou had bef- 
tar return to your partner'aud .enjpy’ 
•her smiles’, fer ’ y ou , are wasting ^ y $ur 
mite with Vac.” 
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. Mr. Biugley followed Ijis advfcd 1 . 
Mr. Darcy walked off; and Elizabeth 
remained with no very cordial feel-' 
ings towards him. She told the story 
however with great spirit among her 
frkticls^ for she had V’livelv, playful 
disposition, which delightetf^u any 
thing ridiculous. * \ 

The evening altogether passe J off 
pleasantly to the whole family. Mrs. 
Bennet had seen her eldest, daughter 
much adm ired by the Ndtherfield'i 
party. Mr. Bingley had tfanccS with 
her twice, and she had been djustin- 

r 

guished his sishvs. Jane was as 
^tauch -gratified by tins, as her mother* 
could b^, though in a quieter, A\av. 
Elrtfibeth felt Janets pleasure.. I&ary 
Htad heard herself mentioned to Miss- 
Bingley as file most, accomplished* 
jgirl in the mnghb*oin;liood ; and Ca- 
'therine and Lydialiad been fortunate 
enyufli to* be nev<p* wilheut ‘partners,. 
'vvIttel^Sl'fisIdl ^jaTHxey hc w Ey ot learnt 
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to fare fo^at a ball. They returned 
therefore in good spirits to Long- 
4>oum, tha village -where they lived, 
and of which they were the principal 
inhabitants. They found Mr. Ben-, 
net still up. li^tth a book lie, was re- 1 
gard h^dTff- time ; and pu the present 
occasion ho* had a good deal Of euri- 
ositv as to the event of an evening 
which had raised such splendid ex- 
pectations. He had rather hoped 
,lhat all his wife's \ iews on the stranger 
wouldfbe disappointed ; but he soon 
found that he had a ver,y different 
storv.to hear. /■ 

- “ Oh ! ntv dear M*. Bonnet, as she* 1 
•entered the room, “ we have had *a 

^ e • * # 3 

most delightful evening, a most 
Veilcnt bail. I wish you had been 
there. Jane was so udrphvd, nothing 
could be like ip EveVy body said, 
how well she looked ; arid- Mr. BhgJ- 
Ipy thought h«r'qui^e beautiful, 1 (aryl 

‘daKceft 

* 
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danced with her twice. J)nly tlfcnlf 
of* that my dear ; he actually danchd 
with her twice; and she was the only 
creature in the room that he ask- 
ed a second time.* ilffifst of all, 
asiaJcl Miss Lucas. was so vexed 
to see him stand up witlilfc^; hut, 
however, he did not admire h\:r at 
all: indeed, nobody can, you know: 
arid h^ seemed quite struck with.Jane 
as she was going- down the daqoe. 
So, he enquired who she tvas, and 
got introduced, and asked hertfor the 
tw'o next. . Then, the tw'O thjjrd he 
danced vjjtli Miss King, and the twe 
•fourth with Majria Lucas,* and the 
two fifth with Jane a^ain, aqd% the 
Umf sixth with Lizzy, and the 'Bou- 
langer.” * 

# V If he had had any compassior 
for me,” criep her* husband impatient- 
ly, “ he would not have danced hsfi. 
sq Anich.1 For pod’s *saKe, say nt 

moat 
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nirre of bis partners. Oh j that he 
mad sprained his ancle in the first 
dance!” * 

. “ Oh ! xn^^e^s," continued Mrs. 
Ben net, ** f 'i^qnite delighted with 
hhn, Hg^^o Excessively liahdsome! 
and his sisters are charming women. 
] never in iny life saw any thing more 
elegant than their dresses. I dare 
say * the lace upon Mrs. llurst’s 
gown ” 

* ■’ Here she was interrupted*"agara. 
Mr. Beunet protested against any de- 
scription of finery. She was there- 
fore obliged to seek another branch 
of the subject, arid rehtted, with much 
fritttApess of spirit ed some exagg^ 
ration, die shotkingrhdeness of Mr. 
Darcy. 

*“ But I can assure yoi.V” she added,* 
“ that Lizzy does met lose'vymcl} by 
uo*t ’suiting his fancy; for he is a u iot*£ 
disagreeable, Horrid tnan, siot at all 

‘VOL. l. . north 



worth pleasing. So high ahd so con- 
ceited that there was no enduring 
him i He walked here, and tie walked 
;there, fancying hitqseMjjp very gre^t ! 
mt handsome eV<MBj§P§o dance with! 
jfjL wish you had been*tl5teii«^ny dear, 
.to have 'given him one of your set 
•downs. I quite detest tlie man.” 


CHAP- 
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jj$fr ER «■ 

Wh.:s Jane and Elizabeth were 
alone, the former, who had been cau- 
tious in her praise qf Mr. Bingley be* 
fore, expressed to Her sister how very 

uijich she admired him. 

’ “ He* is just what a young m&n 
ought to be,” said she, “ sensible. 


good, humoured, lively; and I never 
►aw such happy manners ! —so mud^ 
vase, with such perfect good breed* 


int?4‘\ . . » 

*• ilebis also handsome/' replied £HT- 
zabelh, " whieh a young man ought 
Skew he to be, if he (possibly* can* 


His character is. thereby complete/* 

* 1 w as very much pottered his 

asking me to dance a second tiipe. " 1 
did not expect such a roinplimcdt.” « . 

c *J ' \ ' T>i£5* 
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x "^ Did not you? /did for<ybu. Bit 
that is one great difference between 
ds: Compliments always takeyou by 
surprise, and me neviriV 'What could 
hfi more natural thah^j^iesking you 
again ? lij.fe could not hSlp^^jing that 
you were about five times as pretty 
as every other woman in' the room. 
‘No thanks to hi^i gallantry for that. 
Wall, he certainly is very agreeable, 
and I give you leave to like 1 him. 
You leave liked many a stupider per- 
sn.” ' 

u Dear JL‘izzy !” 

4 * ***Oh! you are a great deal too apt 
you know, to like people in general. 
^011 never see a fault in any c^dy. 
All the world ari?% 6 od and agreeable 
ib jrbur eye^. I never heard you 
speak ill of h human being in my 

life.” , 

• would wish not to be hasty in 
•bfgfeoriilg^v 
°speak wl>at 


amt one; hut I always 
,/^ink.” 
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f M I kvfiW jQ'* do; and it is {fiat 
which makeaf the wonder. W itb your • 
good . settee,,, tobe so honestly blind 
tj> the follies apdrionsense of others! 
Affectatjo^df fc^pdour is common^ 
enough *£«e«aeets it evi\y where. 
But tobe' candid without ostentation 
or desigHr-*-to take the good of every 
body’s ^character alhd make it still 
better, and say nothing of the bad— 
belongs to you alone. And so, you 
like this man's sisters too, d<^ yaw? 
Theif manners are not equal to his.” 

“ Certainly not ; at first. But they 
are rery pleasing, women tVhen*you 
'converse with them* Miss Bingley 
is tb Jive wifli her , brother and keep 
his fiottse; and I mista£'eh 

if we shall not find a very charming 
neighbour in her,” 

Elizabeth listened in silence, buts 
A' as not convinced; t^ieir/heh&Jioar 
at the assembly had p^t Ijden ,calefu- 
c 3 . later! 

' ' i ■» 



( so* fo* 

lafed to please in general*; gnd wiki 
more quickness of observation and 
less pliancy of temper than'' her' sis- 
fer, and with a jud^mteirt tob xihas- 
sbiled by any attentabtfi&jh'evselfi shte 
was very/uittle dispOsen^^A approve 
ttiem. "JPfiey were factvEry fine 
ladies; not deficient in good humour 
when they were pleased, nor, in f the 
power of being agreeable Where they 
chose it; but proud and conceited. 
They ^ere rather handsome, Had beert 
Educated in one of the first private 
Seminaries m town, had a fOrtune of 
twenty thousand pounds, were in the 
Irabit of spending more than they 
ought, a^d of associating f with piecftple 
.©frank ; and >ve|l^therefore in every 
respect entitled to think well of them- 
selves, and moanly of others. They 
dr&e of a jpespec^ble family in the 
of ^Sn^and ; a circumstance 
jhSre deeply impressed *on *their mes, 


mono: 
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< n^Dries than tlwt their brotlier’s for- 
tune ,anu th/lr own had beenac-, 
, quired by, trade. 

Mr. Bmg^r a Rented property to 
♦tie aipp^ttU^grearly an hundred, 
thousand ^j^J|ds from b^s fatheg^ 
who had - intended to purchase an 
estate, but did not live to 'do it, — - 
Mr. Bingley intended it likewise, 
and sometimes made ohoicq of*his 
county; but as he was now provided 
{ with a good house and the liberty ,q£ 
a. manor, it was doubtful to luhny of 
those who best .knew thq easiness, of 
his ‘temper, whether he migh^ n$t 
.spend the remainder of his days at 
, Nejherfield, and leave the next ge- 
neration to puveh*^.,, 

His siSters were^yery anxious for 
•his having an estate o( *his own;*bujt 
though he was % now established onljr 
a* a tenant, M i ss>& i ngl e rovasdiy no 
means unwilling to^vreade A £1? 

C 4 ' * table, 



f&ble, frOT was Mrs. rWtrSf. ^wIio hSjd 
• Married n man of more^fnshion than 
fortune, less disposed toconslder his 
house as her hoinfc "Wbfeft it suited 
hfef. Mr. Bindley h#d^W$t been of 
two jfears, wheriffT^s tempted 
hy an ag^idental re#hUmen13htion td 
l<jpk at Netherfiekl Houses He did 
look at it and intflj it for half an hour, 
was pleased with the situation jmd 
the principal rooms, satisfied with 
What the owner said in its praise* 
and took it immediately. « ■ 
Between him and Darcy there was 
a vejjy steady friendship, in. spite of 
k* great opposition of character. — ■■ 
Bingley was endeared to Darcyj by 
_ thC" easiness, oj)0thess, ductility (if 
his temper, thdiigh no disposition 
cpirid offer a ‘greater contrast to hiv 
yjwn, sjtf\d Vthouglt wjth his own he 
ngvfi#api»^red dissatisfied. On tlu'“ 
stsength lorry’s regard Bingley 

ha(l 
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‘'lr#d the brmem reliance, and ofius 
judgment thj highest opinion. * In 
understanding Darcy was the supe- 
rior. Bingley, was by no means defi* 
dent, but! ftarcy Mas clever. He 
was aj^ ti m^p wa a e time haughty, r e»-j 
served, a'tui fastidious, andfhis man- 
ners, though well bred, were^not in- 
viting. In that respect his friend 
had greatly the advantage. Bingley 
was* Sure of being liked wherever 
be appeared, Darcy Mas continually 
giving offence. ’* 

. The manner in M'hich^ they spoke 
of die Mery ton assembly was suffi- 
ciently characteristic. Bingley had 
nevyer met with pleasanter people or 
prettier girls in hhkJife; eVery bndy 
had been* most kind ahd attentive to 
% him, there had been ntv formality, no 
stiffness, he had soon feltlacquainted 
Jvjth all the roonfi and u»^/t\ v Miss 
Bennet, he , could n<t uopcerte an 
c 5 y * ’ » jjtigel 



angel more bcautifvo Darcy, ^n 
the ‘ contrary, had seei^a collection 
of people iu whom there §ras little 
beauty and no fashion; for none of 
whom he had felt the gatlLst interest, 

, and froin^none recemM^otbe^ atten- 
tion or pleasure. Miss^beiinet he 
acknowledged to be pretty, but she 
Smiled too much.. 

Mrs. Hurst and her sister allowed 
* • ^ . - 
it to be so — Jmf still they admired 

her and liked her, and propounded 
her terbe a sweet girl, and one whom 
they should not object to know more 
of. Miss Bennet was therefore" csta- 
blished as a sweet girl, and their bro- 
ther felt authorised by such cpm- 
iggpdalidn to thityk of'* her as he 
’ chose. 


chap/ 
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^PTER V. 

m * • 

With 1 ', a n|ort walk of Long- * 
bourn lived a family with whom the , 
Beunets were particularly intimate. .. 
•Si* William Lucas had been^for- 
tuerly in trade in Mcrj ton, wlierc he 

laid made a tolerable fortune and 

• • 

risen to the honour of knighthpod by 
9U address to the King - , during his 
mayoralty. The distinction had per- 
haps Keen felt too strongly. It had 
gi\en him a disgust to his business 
an<j *to his a-osul^^e in a small mar- 
ket tOwp; and quitting them Holh, 

he had removed with his family to 

» , " 

a house about a mile from Meryton, 

• denominated from that 4 Luuas 
Lodge, where he>muU\ Hhiu^.* with 
* t-'U’y I*, pleasure.. 
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pleasure of his own Importance, a^cl". 
unshackled by businesV oedupy hiui- 
' self solely in being civn tp all the 
world. For though, d by . his 
rank, it did not ren^e^Jtoa superci- 
lious ; on c the contrarjyP^ywa^ all at- 
tention to every bo$y. nature 
inoffensive, friendly and obliging, his 
presentation at St. James’s had made 
him courteous. . v «, 

Lady Lucas was a very good K&ids 
of woman, not too clever to be a Va- 
luable ^neighbour to Mrs. Bennett 
They had several children. .The 
eldest of them a sensible, intelligent, 
yourtg woman, about twenty-seVeu, 
w^s Elizabeth’s intimate friend. 

That the Miss^ucases and cthe 
JVfiss JBeunets*shpuld meet tb talk 
over a ball was absolutely necessary ; 
arid the mofrning after the assembly 
ftfougb/rfbejpormer .to* Longbourn to 
behr'^nd ^communicate. , 

* You. 
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Yon bega/n the evetiiri^ ^ell, 
Charlotte," _^id Mrs.. Bennet with # 
civil sel/^ommand to Miss Lucas. 

“ Fow weiyMV. Bingley’s first choice.’' 

• ** Yes j-y &to'^iie seemed to like his 
seeond^b^ip**^ 

“ On ! — you mean Jane, 1 suppose 

— becausejie danced with her" twic£,. 

To be sure that did , seem as if he? 

.adtfiired her — indeed I rather believe 

he , «Sd i — I heard something about it — 

bitt I hardly know what — something 

about Mr. Robinson.” * ’ 

Perhaps you mean what I over- 

heusd between him and Mr. Robin- 
• • ^ ♦ 
soft; did not I mention it to you? 

Mi*| Robinson’s asking him how he 

liked* our Mervt^n' assemblies, a»d 

whether be did liot^thlnk there were 

great many pretty women in .the 

room, and which he thought the*pretj- ! ’ 

(jest? and his answering itarfieiSiateljr 

to the last question—^h I^the ddest 

’•Jtfiss 
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Mias' Bbnnet beyondV doubt, /tfeqj’e- 
teannot be two opiuiohsVu tlfet point.” 

“ .Upon my word I— well,, that was 
yery decided indeed-rrithawdoes seera 
as if — but however^tpi^v all.con&e 
to nothing you know&imjj -• 

“ My overhearing)* were pnore to 
purpose than yours, Eliza,” said 
Charlotte. “ Mr. Darcy is not so well 
worth listening to as his friend, ia^lne? 
—Poor Eliza ! — to be only jusT'to- 
ierwbie” „ •> .. 

»* I* beg you would not put jtjhifto ' 
Lizzy’s head to he vexed by his ill- 
treatment ; for he is such a disagree- 
able man that it would be quite a 
misfortune to : b*e liked by him. Mrs. 
Long told me lagsfc aiight that he sat 
close to her ft)r half an hour without 
once opening his lips.” 
r u i\re y|>n quite sure, Ma’am ?— is 
not tUe?ft if littlefmstake?” said Jane. 
—‘‘4 ce^taiul^saw Mr., Darqy speak- 
ingMta her.” ' ' 



ft* Aye — because she asked himat 
last hmJ he/liked Netherfield, and 
he could# help answering her; — 
hut she seemed very angry 

s/t being 

“ MjpsBiiigsey told me,” said Jane, 
“ that he nevepfspeaks much unless 
among hys intimate acquamlajxg&. 
With them he is remarkably agree- 
V . . * 

“ t do not believe a word of it, nay 
dear. If he had been so very agree- 
able Jie would have talked to* Mrs. 
Long. But I can guess how it was ; 
every body says that he is ate up 
.with pride, and I dare say he had 
heafd somehow that *Mrs. Long does 
not keep a ''carriage,' and had eoirie 
to the baH in a lme&’cftaise/’ 

. “ I do not mind his sot talking to 
Mrs. Long,” said Miss Lticas, *“ but 
J jvish he had danced with -Eliza.” 

“ Another, time, £M«y,V »said heir 

’ nfpjlter, 
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mother,*^ I would noA^ance withfew, 
if t were you.” 

“ I believe, Ma'am, l^ewy safely ( 
promise you never to«bdab#with him ” 

“ His pride,” sak^NJggs Lucas, 

“ does not offend me «rfl(jBch^s pride 
often does, because there is an excuse 
jForit'.Qne cannot wonder that so very 
fine a young man, with family, for- 
tune. every thing in his favour, shduld- 
thiuk highly of himself. If I may s© 
express it, he has a right to be proud*” 
“ That is very true,” replied Elka- 
beth, “ and # I could easily forgive hie 
pride, if he had not mortified mme.” 

“ l*ride,” observed Mary, who piqued 
herself upon tlie solidity of her re- 
flections, “ is a very comVuon faiKng I 
believe. - By fUfthat I havc*ever read, 
I ajn convinced that it is very com- 
mon* indeed, that human nature is 

»• ( 4 * 

particularly prone* to it, and' th?t 
tlierff artfc yery/few of* lys. who do not 

cherish 
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chortle a .feeling, of self-comphioe®cy»t 
on the score of . some quality or other, > y 
ft-nl or imaginary. Vanity Ad pride 
are difFerenutliil^giv-thou^h the words , 
are* often ugeW i^t»ou i i n ou si y . A per- 
sotl • maf htriiproud without being 
vain. Pride relates more to our opi- 
nion of ourqelves, vanity to whaf“*^e^ 
would have others think of us.” 

I weie as rich ps Mr. Darcy?” 


cried a young Lucas who came with 
his sisters, “ I should .not care how 
proud J was. 1 would keep a pack 
of, foxhounds, and drink a bottle of 
wine^eveijy day. 

. “ Then you would drink a great 
jdeal snore than you ought,” said Mrs* 
Bennfct^ “ affd if I#rere to see you at 
it 1 should* take awayytmr bottle di- 
sectly.” » . 

The boy protested that she sllbuhl 
not; she continue '^to declare that* 
she would* • the avgumle^t eatdecT 
(jjily witli/thc v issit. ‘ ^ 

CllAP*. 
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The ladies ot Jbongbotyn soon 
vyaited ou those of Nether field. The 
^tprif was returned in due, form. Mis® 
Rennet’s pleasing manners grew ,ou 
the good will of Mrs. Hurst aud'Misa 
Bingley ; and though the ' mother 
was found to be intolerable* and the 
younger sisters not worth speaking 
to, a wish of being better acquainted 
with i/iem, w r as expressed towards 
the two eldest. By Jane this atten- 
tion was received with the greatest 
pleasure; but Eii^abetlNstill saw su-‘ 
perciliousneSSTlh their treatment of 
evfry body v hardly excepting even 
her Sister, and could not like them; 
‘though their kiijdness to Jane, such 
"as it ha# a value'® & arising in 
' ull 
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all probably from the influence of 
their brother^ admiration, it was 
generally e&jfient whenever thejTnJet,. 
that he did aln^WPPT; and to her it 
was equally' evident that Jane was 
yielding /to th ^ preference which she 
had begun to entertain for. him from 
the' first, and was in a way to be vdrijp 
much in love ; but she -considered with 
pleasure that it was hot likely. toBe 
discovered by the world in general, 
since Janfe united with great strength 
of feeHng, a composure of teiffper 
and a .uniform cheerfulness of man- 
ner, 'ftjhicb would guard her from the 
suspicions of the impertinent. She 
mentioned this to her friend Missi 
Lucas. , / ^ 

“ Rvnay perhaps tie pleasant,” re- 
ified Charlotte, “ to be 'able to im- 
pose on the public^ in such a case; 
bflt* it is sometimes a^lisad^qiitage to 
be so verj^gAarded.. If aVtvohum 

con^als 
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tjonjceals he* affcc*i*nL,rjrj|^the'Same 
skill from the object of at, she may 
lo^e tlie opportunity mYkxing hini< 
Siul. it wUl.theif fo or consola- 

tion to believe th€f ( ,^'<y74^qiislly.ih 
the dark. There is. so in uc^* of gr^T 
titude or vanity in almost every at* 
.tp^luuent, that it is not safe to leave 
any to. itself. • We can all begip 
fifeelys— a slighb preference is qatu;u$ 
enough ; but there are very few q£ us 
who have heart enough to “be really 
in ftve without encouragement.. In 
nine cases jout of ten, a wornqn had 
better ^hew more affection, thah she 
feels. Bingley; likes your sister un- 
doubtedly ; but he may never do in ore 
than like her, if-she dxfcjs .not help 
him on.” 

“ But she does help him on, aw 
much as her nature will allow. If I 

• , i , 

can perceive her ‘regard for himf he 
mush. b4< k simpletoji uftlped not to 
t&tff^ver it too.” 
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** Remddpber, Eliza, that h£ f d6fes' 
hot know J^?e J s disposition as,.yofl 
flo.” 

“ But if I ^65nan is partial ‘ to a 
than; ‘ arid^thJe^ftof endeavo^t to con- 
peal ft, rfe riitist tind'lt flttt.” 

Perhaps he must, if he ,$eds 
enough of her. But though BitigH-y ■ 
and Jane meet tolerably often, it is 
fifever^for many hdiir^ together^ arid 
as they always see each other in large 
fluxed parties, it is impossible that 
every fnoment should be employed 
iri Conversing together. Jane should 
therefore make the most of every half 
hour in which she can. command his 
ktteniion. When she is secure of 

i 

him, thepq^fill be l^isyre for falling 
in love as much as she chuses.” 

* “ Your plan is a good •one,”', te-, 
plied Elizabeth, where nothing is* 
in* Question but the desire# of being . 
Well married ;*and if- I ,wer& ‘dete^ 

HiiuvCl , 
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tpipedto get a rich husb^d, or any 
husband, I dare say Idipuld adopt it. • 
B^ittTiese are not Jane^Ylelmgs; sins 
is not acting As yet,. she 

cannot even be cel'tspn of 4^e jdegree 
of her own regard, nor pf it^rpaspw- 
bleness. Slip has known him pnly a 
JPrt night. She danced- four dances 
•with him at^Meryton ; she saw hipi 
one morning sit hip own hou$q» a$d 
has since dined in company witjb.,hini 
four times. This is not quite enough 
to 'make her understand his" charac- 
ter.” . . *!.J 

• ty)t as you represent Had 
she merely dined with him, she might 
•only have discovered whether lie had 
„a good appetite; but ^pu* must re- 
member that four eveningsTave been 
.also spent ‘together — and four eve*h- 
,, ings may do a great deal.” * 

„ “ Yes*; the^s four evenings ftUve 

enablt*# them .to ascCrt^n that they 

both 


k .. 
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both likfc I^ltf^un betted ‘ 
merce ; but j&th respect to any dthhr 
leading characteristic, I do not idod- 
ginethat tn Jcfif ifdsfbeen unfolded.” 

" Weflf’ sattf Charlotte, “ I wish 
Jartdsuccess with all my heart; and 
if she were married to him to-mor*^, 
I Should think she had as goo<r% 
-chance of happiness,. .us if she were 
to be* studying his 'character ’ for a 
twelvemonth. Happiness in marriage 
is entirely a matter of chance. If the 
dispositions of the parties are ever so 
well known to each other,’ or ever so 
similar before-hand, it does not •ad- 
vance their felicity in the least. They 
"always continue to grow sufficiently 
uulike^^Wrwards icT*baye their share 
of vexation; and it is better to know 
as little as possible of the defects o* 
the person with whom you are to pass 
your life.” ' , 

1 “ You make me laugh, G f hnrIot*e 
• > 

uu 1 
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b,ut it is uot sound. ' Yoi^tknow it is 

not sound, and that yiM* would never 

act in this way yourseMvH* * 

Occupied iiY ote^vit^ Mr. Bjug- 

ley’s attentions to hkrsister, Elizabeth 
* 

was far from suspecting that she was 
hergelf becoming an object of some 
interest in the eyes of hi? friend. Mr. 
Darcy had first scarcely allpwed 
her to be pretiy ; he had looked at 
her without admiration at the Vail ; 
and when they next met, fie looked 
at ter only to criticise. But no 
sooner had he made it clear t« him- 

Ok 

self and his friends that* she had 
hardly a good feature in her face, 
than he began to find it was rendered* 
uncommonly j^l^Uigent fi ^theja eau- 
tiful expression of her dark eyes. To 
Jhfts discovery succeeded some others 
•equally mortifying. .Though he hud 
detected With, a criticaieye more thUfn 
one faluflre of perfect* sVimnetry ki 
* > ‘her 
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her form/Jte was - forced to acknow- 
ledge her to be light and pleasing; 

•and in spite of his asserting that her 
mgpners were ntft those of the fashion- 
able world, he was caught by their 
easy playfulness. Of this she was 
perfectly unaware; — to her lie 


only the mail who made himself agree- 
able ,no where, and who had not 
thought her lumdsohie* enough to 
danee with. 

He began to wish to know mor<? of 
her, and as a step towards conversing 
with her himself, attended to her 
conversation w ith others. His doiftg 
so drew her notice, it was at Sir. 
William Lucajs’s, where a large party 
were assented, - 

“ Wfiat does Mr. Darcy mcan^* 
ssfld she to Charlotte, “ by listening J 
to , my conversation • with Colonel 
Fofster?” ' * ^ v 

! j 1 t 

if That is.' a question -whicn Mr>\ 


• DaVcy only cSH’&nswer." 

u u But 
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But if he does ‘it ap^- moVe I 
shall certainly let him .know that 1 
see what lie is about life has a very, 
satirical eye, atfu^iT I. ^lo not begin by 
being impertinent nfyselfi I shall. soon 
grow afraid of hini.’^.V , 

,Qn his approaching them ?oon af- 
terwards, though without seeming to 
have any intention of speaking, Miss 

* fj, 

Lucas defied Jier friend to mention 

« 

such a subject to him, which iiqjne- 
diately provoking Elizabeth to do it, 
she turned to him and said/ 


“ Did not you think, Mr. Darcy, 
that I expressed myself uncommonly 
well just now, when 1 was teazing 


Colonel Forster to give us a ball at- 
Meryton?” 

“ With great energy buV'n is a 


subject which always makes a lady 


energetic.” 


“ Yop'are % severe on us.” 

“ It >TviIl he. her turn ^oon to l^e 

teazdd.” 
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teazed,' iy»d Julies LuCas. ** f am 
going to <vp<*n the instrument, Eliza, 
•and you know.what follows.” 

You are a v<fi*y strange creature by 
■way of a friend !— always wanting me 
to play and sing' before any body and 
every body ! — If my vanity had taken 
a musical turn, you would have been 
invaluable, but as it is, I' would really 
rather, not sit down, before thosfe who 
must be in the habit of hearing the 
very best 'performers.” On Miss Lu- 
cas's persevering, however, she added, 
" Very.well; if it must be so, it must.” 
And 'gravely glancing at Mr. Darcy, 

"-There is a fine old -saving, which 
* . * 
t'verv body hfre is of course familiar 

with — ‘ your .breath to cool 

your porridge, and I shall keep mine 

to swell my song.” . 

Her performance •> was pleasing, 

, though by no means capital. ’After a 

song or two, and before she could. re-'' 

o 2 ply 
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ply: to the entreaties of several that 
she would sing again, sh^ was eagerly 
succeeded at the instrument by her 
sister Mary, who haVing, in conse- 
quence of being the only plain /me in 
the family, worked hard for know- 
ledge and accomplishments, was al- 
ways impatient for display. 

.Mary had neither genius nor taste; 
and though vanity, had given her ap- 
plication, it had given her likewise a 
pedantic air and conceited manner,, 
which would have injured a higher 
degree of excellence than she had 
reached. Elizabeth, easy raid •unaf- 
fected, had been listened to with 
much more pleasure, though not play-* 
ing half so vyeUL; and Myyy, at the 
end of a long concerto, was gfacl to 
•purchase * praise and gratitude by 
1 Scotch and Irish airs, at the request 
•of her ^younger sisters, who with 
9^m,e of the Luehses and two or tb,ree 

officers 
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officers juried eagerly in dancing* at 
one end <jf the room. 

Mr. Darcy ptood near them iii si- 
lent iudigriation at such a mode of 
passing the evgping, to the exclusion 
of all conversation, and was too much 
engrossed by his own thoughts - tO 
perceive tllat *Sir William Lucas was 
his •neighbour, till Sir William tljus 
began. • 

•* What a charming amusement for 
young people tins is, Mr. Darcy !— 
There is nothing like dancing after 

all.— *1 consider it as on£ of the first 

a 

refinements of polished societies.” 
m “.Certainly, Sir;— -and it has the 
advantage also of being iu vogue 
amonir^ijie Jess polished societies of 
the world. — Every savajje can dance.” 

Sir William only smiled. “.Your 
friend perform^ delightfully;” he coi?-« 
tinned after a pause, on seeing Bjngley. 
^9111 the group And 1 doubt >**0^ 
n 3 % tlial* 

• 4 
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that you are an adept in t}ae science 
yourself Mr. Darcy.” ( 

“ "You saw me danc^ at Mery ton, I ' 
believe. Sir.” 

" Yes, indeed, anti * received no in- 
considerable pleasure' from the sight. 
Do you often dance at St. James’s/” 
'* Never, Sir.” 

** Do you not think it would }ie a 
proper coinpliinen#. to the place-?” * 

“ It is a compliment which I never 
pay to any place if I can avoid it.” , 
** You have a house in town, I con* 
elude.” 

\ 

Mr. Darcy bowed. ■’ 

“ I had once •some thoughts of fix*- 
ing iu town myself — tor lain fond of 
superior Hocietypfeut I dfrL pp t feel 
vjuite certain that the air of London 
woul$ agrde with Lady Lucas.” 

.* He paused in hopes of an answt r-; 
but his Qohip&nion was not dispose*} 
to/jn^ke any ; and -Elizabeth at that 

inst-tni 
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instant racing towards them, heytaft 
struck w^U the notion of 'doing a 
very gallant thing, and called oat to 
bar, 

“ My dear -Miss Eliza, why are not 
you dancing?— ‘Mr. Darcy, you must 
allow me to present this young lady 
to you as* a very desirable partner. 

* — You cannot refuse to dauee, 1 am 
sure* when so much beauty* is be- 
fore you.” And taking her hand, he 
.would have given it to Mr. Darcy, 
who, "though extreme! y surprised, was 
no^ unwilling to receive *it, when she 
instantly drew back, and said with 
■fcoipe discomposure to Sir William, 

“indeed, Sir, I have not the least 
intention pf dancing. — I entreat you 
-riot to suppose that 1 moved this way 
in order to beg for a parttier.” 

• Mr. Darcy withigrave propriety re-, 
"quested to bfc allowed the -honour of 
*lier hand; but in.\ajn. "JElysafcgtii 
p d w$fc 
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W^s determined ; nor did Syr William 
at all shake her purpose Jby his at- 
tempt at persuasion. 

“ You excel so much in the dance. 
Miss Eliza, that it is f ' cruel to deny me 
the happiness of seeing you; and 
though this gentleman dislikes the 
amusement in general, he can have 
no objection, I ain sure, to obiigp ua 
for ono half hourv^ - 

“ Mr. Darcy is all politeness,” said 
'‘Elizabeth, smiling. 

“ He is indeed — but considering 
the inducement, my dear Miss Eliza, 
we .cannot wonder at his complai- 
sance; for who .Would object to such 
a' partner?” t 

Elizabeth lookedarehly, andturned 
away. Her resistance had not injured 
her 'with tlfe * gentleman, and he was* 
•thinking of her y?ith- some couipla? 
cency, w)iW thus accosted by Miss 

Bipgleyr 1 V 

- “l **si& 
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“ I can guess the subject ofyouri'e- 
verie.” 

“I should imagine not.” 

" You are considering how insup- 
portable it woukl be to pass many 
evenings in .this* manner — in such so- 
ciety; and indeed J am quite of yarn 

• opinion. I was never more annoyed ! 
.The insipidity and yet the noise; the 
nothingness ami yet the self-import- 
atic? of . all these people! — What 
would ^1 give to hear your strictures 
on them !” 

“ Jf&ur conjecture is totally wrong, 
I assure* you. My mind was mftre 
jfgreoably engaged. l’have been me 3 

• ditatimg on the very great pleasure 
which a pair of fine* eyes ill the face 

*'Sfa pretty woman can l^estow.” 

Miss Bingley immediately fixed her 
eyes on his face, andllesiml.be would 
tell her what Judy had 'the yedit of 
inspiring such reflection#. Mr. DJtr 
ey replied with great. i at repidity, 1 

d 5 ‘ Miss 
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“ Mi$s Elizabeth Benne^J’ 

“ Miss Elizabeth Benntt!” repeat- 
ed Miss Bingley. “ I am alj astonish- 
ment. How long t|as she been shell 
a favourite ? — and pnay when am I lo 
wish you joy ?” 

T.hat is exactly the question which 
1 expected you to ask. A lady's 
imagination is very rapid ; it jumps 
from admiration ttf love, from ltive to 
matrimony in a moment. . 1 khew 
you would be wishing me jo}.” 

“ Nay, if you are so serious about 
it, 1 shall consider the matter ah abso- 
lutely settled. You will have a charm- 
ing mother-iuMaw, indeed, and of 
course she will be always atPcmbcr- 
ley with yfou.” i 

He listened to her with perfect iu- 
*difltuence, while she chose to enter- 
* tain, herself in th<s manner, and as his 
' composure convinced ljer that all was 
i^ffe^her wit flowed long.- v, ' 

CHaP- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Mr. Rennet’s property consisted 
almost en*tilelv iu an estate of two 
thousand a year, which, unfortunate-: 
ly. fin- his daughters, was entailed in 
default # of heirs male, on a distant rep* 
.lation; and their mother’s fortune, 
though ample for her situation in life^| 
cojyltl but ill supply the*deficieney of 
his. * Her father had been an attorney 
Tn iMeryton, and had left her f<jur 
thousand pounds^ 

She had a sister married to a Mr. 
’Phillips, who had begn a clerk to 
their father, and succeeded him in the 

•business, and a brefther settled in Lon- 

• • 

don in a respectable line oljtrade. * 
f The village of Longbourn was^ul^ 
JD <j Otifi 
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one mile from Merytori ; a most con- 
venient distance for the yoiujg ladies, 
who- were usually tempted thither 
three or four times a week, to pay 
their duty to their aifht and to a mil- 
liner’s shop just over the way. The 
two youngest of the family, Cathe- 
rine and Lydia, were particularly 
frequent in these attentions ; t^eir 
minds were more vacant than their 
Rasters’, and when nothing better of- 
fered, a walk to Meryton was ri( > ces- j 
#sary *to amuse their morning hours 
'and furnish conversation for the even- 
ing;,, and however bare of news* the 
country in general might be, they al- 
ways contrived to learn some f|om 
their aunt. At present, indeed, they 
were well supplied both with neWs 
aqd happiness* by th.e recent arrival of 
^•militia regiment «in the neighbour-, 
hood; it. was «to remain the whole 
. ^i^d Mery.ton was . the hea.l 

^farters. / l 

fheic 
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Their visits to JVIrs. Philips were 
now prodi|ctive of the most interest- 
ing intelligence. Every chiy added 
something to- their knowledge of the 
officers’ names an fl connections. Their 
lodgings were not long a secret, and 
at length they began to know the offi- 
cers themselves. Mr. Philips Visited 
then} all, and this opened to his nieces 
a source of felicity unknown before. 
Th»y could talk of nothing but offi- 
cers; and Mr. Eiiigley’s large for- 
tune, the mention of which gave Ani- 
mation to their mother, was worthless 
iu their eyes when opposed to tiie.re- 
«^«H|uta-ls of an ensigy. 

After listening one morning to the IT 
e/fusions on this subject, Mr. lieunet 
V^Hy observed, 

* “From all that I caft collect • by 
your manner oil tallying, yon must b«j 
Ari^of the silliest girls ju the country ^ 
1 have suspected it some lime, 4jut 
1 cm now convinced.” 


katlierine 
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Catherine was disconcerted, and 
made no answer; but Ifjydia, with 
perfect indifference, continued to ex- 
press her admiration of Captain Car- 
ter, and her hope of peeing him m the 
course of the day, as he was going the 
next morning to London. 

“ 1 am astonished, my ’dear,” said' 
Mrs. Bennet, that you should be so 
ready to think your own children sil- 
’ ly. If I wished to think slightiflgly 
| of any body’s children, it should not 
be of my own however.” 

“ If my children are silly I* must 
. hope to be always sensible 6f ft.” 

“ Yes — but .as it happens, tffey 
are all of them very clever,” . 

“ This is the only poiijt, 1 flatter 
myself, on which we do not agree, ^’r 
bad hoped* that our sentiments coin- 
, cided in every particular, but I must 
jso'far differ from you as to think-pur 
jtw^s^oftrfgest daughters uncommbhly 
polish.” ’ 


H - 
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“My d^ar Mr.- Beimet, you must 
not expert such girls to liave the 
sense of their, father and m other. -r- 
Wtien they get to our age i dare say 
they will not think about officers any 
more than, we* do. 1 remember the 
time when I liked a mi-coat myself 
very well— and indeed so 1 do still at 
myJieart; and if a smart young co- 
lonel*, with tive or six thousand- a year, 
should want one of my girls, 1 shalP 
not say nay to him; and I thought/ 
Colonel Forster looked very beeorn' 
ing the other night at Sir William’s in 
his regimentals.” . ^ 

Mama,” cried Lydia, “ ray aut^ 
»ay» that Colonel Forster and Cap- 
tain Carter do not go so often to 
’Jltiss Watson’s as they did when 
they first came; she sees them *nqw 
•very often standing in Chjrke’s libra-. 

X V • 

■ Mrs. Bennet was preventdd.ruplj* 
'ing by the entrance of the footing 
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t with a note for Miss Ben net; it came 
from N'etherfield, and tlfe servant 
waited for an answer. . Mrs. Bennet’s 
eyes sparkled with pleasure, and (die 
was eagerly calling out, while her 
daughter read, 

“ Well, Jane, who is it from? what 
is it about ? what does he' say ? well, 
Jane, make haste and tell us ; make 
haste, my love.’’ • '■* 

* “ It is from Miss Binglej,” s&id 
Wane, and then read it aloud. 

* My dear Friend, 

“ If you are not so compassionate 
>,as to dine to-day with Louisa 0 and 
i? e, we shall be. in danger of hafifiT*' 
"each other for the rest of our IHes, 
for a whole days t£te-a-t£te between 
two women can never end without a 
qiiaflrel. Chine as soon as yon can 
J>n the receipt of dhisf My brother 
- and* the gentlemen are to dine w?A 
?thfe *-fhcfcri>!. Yours ever, . 

“ Cahoune Bingley.” 

“ With- 
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“ With the o&qers !” cried Lydia; 
“ I wonde^myaunt did not toll us of 
that.'’ 

“.Dining out,” said Mrs. Bennet, 
“ that is very un^tfcky.” 

“ Can 1 have* the carriage,” said 
Jane. 

“ No, my* dear, you had better go 
on horseback, because it- seems likely 
to rain; and then you 'must stay all 

g “ That*would be a good scheme,” 
said Elizabeth, “ if you were sure 
that they would not offer to send her 
home.*’ • 

*'*sph! but the gentlpmen will lm^ 
Mr. Bingley’s chaise to go to Mery- 
ton ; and the Hursfts have no horses 
to theirs.” 

I had .much rather* Jo in Tht* 
coach.” 

"‘•But, mjf dear, v.ourd'athe]? caurfbt 
spare the liorses, 1 .am sure?. »Thcjr 

are 

i 
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I 

are wanted in the, fawn, Mr. Bennet, 
jaxe not they ?” e 

• “ Tliey are wanted in the farm 
much oftener than I can get them.” 

“But if you have got them to day,” 
?aid Elizabeth, “ my mother’s pur- 
dose will be answered.” 

She did at last extort from her fa- 
ther an acknowledgment thaj the 
Horses were engaged, Jane was there- 
fore obliged to go on horseback* and 
her mother attended lira- to the door 
with many cheerful prognostics of a 
bad day. -Her hopes were answered:; 
Jape had not been gone long ^before 
} «t rained hard v ' Her sisters wermm 
”2basy for her, but her mother Wfs de- 
lighted. The thin continued the 
whole evening without intermission:; 
^JaSie certainly could not come back. 

, “ This % was a Mucky idea of mine, 

indeed said Mrs.Betmet, more,.tnau 
ouee, **ai if the. credit of makin'g it 

ram 
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rain were all her ojvn. Till the next 
morning, hlwever, she was no't aware 
t>f all the felicity of her contrivance: 
Breakfast was .scarce,] y over when a 
servant from Neflferfiehl brought the 
following note for Elizabeth: 

“ My dearest Lizzy, 
i “ l find myself very unwt*ll this 
morning, which, I suppose, is to fie 
imputed to my getting wet through 
yesterday. My kind friends will not 
hear of my returning home till I*am 
better# They insist also on my see- 
ing Mr. Jones — therefore do not.be 
oiaiqped if you sholijd hear of hi^ 1 
, having been to me — and excepting a 
sore-throat and hedjl-ache there is not 
much the matter with me. 

“ tours, fic.s 

m 

*'* Well, my dear,” said Mr: Benyf^t, 
whvin Elizabeth had read the note 
doud, “ if your daughter should hav^ 

r . a dan- 
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a dangerous fit of illness, if she should 
.die, it ‘would be a comfijit to know * 
that it was all in pursuit of Mr. Bing- 
ley, and under your orders.” - 

“ Oh ! I am not' at all afraid of her 
dying. People do *not die of little 
trifling colds. She will be taken good 
care of. As long as she stays there, 
it is all very well. I would gp and[ . 
s'ee her, if I could have the car- 
riage.” 

Elizabeth, feeling really anxious, 
wd§ determined to go to her,* though 
the carriage was not to be had; and 
as. she was no horse-woman, walking 
(was her only, alternative. Sh^r^da 
fclared her resolution. 

C 

“ How can you be so silly,” cried 
her mother, “ as to think of such a 
thing, in &1F thisw|isi! You will no‘t 
,be fit* - to Ije seen v^lien* you get tliere.”. 

1 s^iall he very fit to see Jqde-— 
wbicl»-i& all 1 want.” 

“ 5s 
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“ Is this a hint "to me, Lizzy,” 

■her father, to send for the horses?” 

• “ No, indeed. I do not wish to 
avoid the walk..-' The distance is no- 
thing, when one has a motive; only 
three miles. I .shall be back by 
dinner.” 

“ I admire the activity of your be- 
nevolence,” observed Mary, “ but 
every impulse of feeling should be? 
guided by reason ; and, in "my opi- 
nion, exertion should always be in 
proportion to what is required.” 1 

“ We will go as far as Meryton with 
you,” said Catherine and Lydia.— 
lf<H^beth accepted their company, 
itnd tti'e three young ladies set off to- 
gether. 

“ If we make haste,” said Lydia, 
as they Avalked along, “ perhaps we 
may see something 
before he goes.” • 

In 'Meryton ‘they 

youngest 


: cap ^O 

parted; the tiro 
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. • 
youngest repaired to the lodgings of 

one of the officers' wives^ and Eliza- 
beth continued her walk dloue, cross- 
ing field after field St a quick pace, 
jumping over stiles»and springing over 
puddles with impatient activity, and 
finding herself at last within view' of 
the house, with weary jmeles, dirty 
stockings, and -a face glowing with 
the warmth of exercise. 

She was shewn into the breakfast- 
parlour, where all but. Jane were as- 
sembled, and where her ap]»?arance 
created a great deal of surprise. — 
That she should have w'alked three 
Httifles so early .in the day, in gjioh 
Wirty weather* and by herself, was 
almost incredible ..to Mrs. Hurst and 
Miss Bingley; and Elizabeth was 
cqpvinced, that they held her in coir- 
lempt |jc>r it. She was received, how- 
M'er, vefy politely by them ; and in 
' thdir brother’s manners 4here was 


son)';- 
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something better than politeness; tj^re . 
.was good Jjxnaour 'and kinduess.X- 
“Mr. Daroyt said, very little, and Mr. 
Hurst nothing a&alt, The former was 
divided between admiration of the 
brilliancy which ^exercise had given 
to her complexion, and doubt as to 
the occasion’s justifying her coming 
so far alone The latter was thinking 
only of his breakfast. * » 

Her enquiries after her sister were 
not very- favourably auswered. Miss 
Bdhnet had sh H ill, and though up, 
w as very feverish and not well enough 
to leave her room. Elizabeth was 
glad lo be taken to her immediately*^ 
and Jane, who bad only beeu with- 
held b^ the fear of. giving alarm or 
inconvenience, from expressing in her 
note how much she longed ,for such 
a. visit, was delighted at her eirtfanceli ‘ 
Sh<s \vas not equal, however, to mucy 
conversation, aud when Miss Bingrey 

1 ’ >ft 
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leftjihem together, could attempt lit* 
tie beside expressions of gratitude for 
the extraordinary kindndsfe she was 
treated with. Elizabeth silently at- 
tended her. «• 

When breakfast .was. over, they 
were joined by the sisters ; and Eli- 
zal>eth began to like them herself, 
when she saw • how much affection 
and solicitude they shewed for Jane. 
The apothecary came, and having ex- 
amined his patient, said, as* might be 
supposed, that she had caught a vio- 
lent cold, fuid that they must endea- 
vour to get the better of it; advised 
*t»ier to return to bed, and pro noised 
►dier some draughts. The advice was 
followed readily,* for the feverish 
symptoms increased, autl her head 
ifohed acutely. Elizabeth did not 
obit room for a moment, nor were 
tW other ladies often absent ; i the 
geytlfmen being out,** they, had jn. 
1 facf nothing to do elsewhere. l 


When 
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• » 

When the clock struck three* (Eli- 
zabeth feltj that she must go ; and 
\ery unwillingly said so. Miss Bing- 
ley offered her die carriage, and she 
only wanted a little pressing to ac- 
cept it, when Jage testified such con- 
cern in parting with her, that Miss 
Bingley was obliged to convert the 
' offer of the chaise into an iuvitation 
to remain at Netherfield’for the pre- 
sent* Elizabeth most thankfully con- 
sented, arfd a servant, was dispatched 
to* Longbourn to acquaint the family 
with her stay, and bring back a sup- 
ply of clothes. A 


VOL. I. 
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CHAPTER • VIII. 


At five o’clock the two ladies re- 
tired to dress, and at half past six 
Elizabeth Mas summoned to dinner. 
To the civil enquiries which,, then 
poured in, and amongst which she 
had the pleasure of distinguishing the 
much superior solicitude of Mr. Bing- 
Uy’s, she could not make a very fa- 
vourable Jmswer. Jane was by no 
Ricans better. The sisters, o‘n hear- 
j mg this, repeated three or four -daks 
how much they were grieved, how 
shocking it was 1o have a bad cold, 
j^nd how exclusively they disliked 
•hein" ill themselves ; and then thought 
’ ^o niorfc*of the iyatter: and their in- 
uV^renee towards Jane when ijoY nn- 
■ mediately before them, restored Eli- 
zabeth 
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zabetli to the enjoyment of alfyfter ( 
original dislike. 

•'"Their brother indeed, was the only 
one* of the party whom she eould re- 
gard with an> complacency. His 
anxiety for JauC Mas evident, and his 
attentions to herself most pleasing, 
and they prevented her feeling her- 
self so much an intruder as she be- 


lievedt she was considered by the 

othAs. She had very little notice 
• § ‘ 

frjoni any but him. Miss Iiingley was 

engrossed by Mr. Darcy, her sisro 

scared y less so; and as for Mr. IimEt, 

by whom* Elizabeth sat, he was an*if-. 

n (blent man, who lived only to eat}' i 
» ‘ 

drink, and play at cards, wlio when 
he found hey prefer a plain dish to a 
ragout, had nothing to say to her. * 
When dinner was over, she in- 
terned directly* to llano, 

Bindley began a‘bus\tg Her as sooiybs 
she was ’out. of the room. ller*lwan- » 


tiers*. 
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ne% were pronounced to be very bad 
iudeed, a mixture of pride and im 
pertinence; she had 190 conversation,' 
no stile, no taste, no ‘beauty. Mrs. 
Hurst thought the same, and added, 

“ She lias nothing, in short, to re- 
commend her, but being an excellent 
walker. I shall never forget, her ap- 
pearance this morning. She really 
looked almost wild.” 

“ SI ie did indeed, Louisa. I efould 
Jiardly keep my countenance. Very 
nonsensical to come at all j Why 
niust she be scampering about the 
u'\>lintry, because her sister hail a 
". cold ? Her ♦ hair so untidy, so 


blowsy !” , 

“ Yes, and her petticoat; I hope 
saw fyei; petticoat, six inches deep 
*ir. mud, 1 am absolutely certain; and 


* Kie goym which l lLad‘ been let dovvn to 
lnHc. it. not itoing its. office.” 

** v Vour picture may be very exabt, 


Louisa,” 
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Louisa/’ said Bindley ; “ but thi^was 
all lost uj)on me. I thought Miss' 
Jfcrlizabetlf*Bennet looked remarkably 
well, when sljlf came into the room 
this morning; ^ Her dirty petticoat 
quite escaped ruy notice/’ 

“ You observed it, Mr. Darcy, I 
am sure," said Miss Bingley; “ and 
1 am inclined to tliink that you would 
not wish to see your sister make such 
an exhibition.” 

“ Certainly not/’ 

“ To walk three miles, or-Jtoaf 
miles, # or live miles, or whatever itiis, 
above, her ancles in dirt, and alo\e, 
.quite alone 1 what could she mean by* 
* it? It seems to me to shew an abo* 
minatde sort of conceited independ- 
ence, a most country town ijidifler- 
•ence to decorum.” * 

“ It shews an affejetion for^lfer T 
ter» that is very phasing,” said Bvag* 

by- • . • . . 

Ed I am 
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• V > am afraid, .Mr. Darcy,” ob- 
served Miss Biugley, in a half whisper, 
“ that this adventure has father af- 
fected your admiratuvji of her J[ine 
eyes.” 

“ Not at all,’’ he replies!; “ they 
were brightened by the exercise.” — 
A short pause followed this speech, 
and Mrs. Hurst began again. 

“ 1 have an excessive regard for 
Jane Bennet, she is really a yery 
sweet girl, and 1 wish with' all my 
Ko’t she were well settled.^ But 
wim such a father and mother, and 
su/h low connections, I am afraid 
tnere is no chance of it.” 

“ I think I have heard you say, 
that their uncle r.s an attorney in 

; 'ahd they have another, 
w/o INes somevhere near Cheap r 
sidW’ / 

“ 'Tha'i is capital,” added her sisr 
ter, and they both laughed heartily. > 

. « | f 
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If they had* uncles enough jfojhll 
till Cheupside,” cried Kingley,*^' it' 
would not make them one jot less 
agreeable.” 

“ lint it must very materially lessen 
their chance of quarrying men of any 
consideration in the world,” replied 
Darcy. 

To this speech Bingley made no 
answer ; but his sisters gave it thtir 
heEyly assent, and indulged their 
mirth fot some time at the expense 
of their dear friend’s vulgar relatiousr 

With a renewal of. tendernfss, 
liowever 2 they repaired to her room 
on leaving the dining-parlour, and 
sat with her till suniuroned to cof- 
fee. * She was still very poorly, and 
Elizabeth would not quit heV at all, 
till late in tiic evening,' wn«p»«s^e 
hud the eomfegrt o freeing hev^asl^p. 


aiwl when it appeared, to lifer rather 

right than pleasant that she ^Should 

» • 
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gou$>wn stairs herself. On entering 
* t)m drawing-room she ' found the 
whole party at lop, anti Ivtis imme- 
diately invited to /din them; but 
suspecting them t<f b.e' playing high 
she declined it, and making her sis- 
ter the excuse, said she would amuse 
herself for the short time she could 
stay below with -a book. Mr. Hurst 
looked at her with astonishment. . 

“ Do you prefer reading to cards?’' 
said he; “ that, is rather singular.” 
'V" Miss Eliza Bennet,” said Miss 
Bftigley, “ despises cards. She is a 
gipjit reader and has no pleasure in 
any thing else/? 

“ I deser/e neither such praise nov 

J' 

such ceptfure,” crjed Elizabeth ; “ I 
j^m notj a great reader, and I have 
jMeiignte in* lilany things.” 

, Iif^nursing your sister I am sure 
you^have pleasure,” * said Binglfcy ; 
“ and? ? hope it wilf sobn- be in- 
creased by seeing her quite well.” 

Eliza- 



Elizabeth thanked him fronyh'ter 
heart, and then Walked towards* a. 
table wliejre a few books were lying: 
He immediately offered to fetch her 
others ; all th^t his library afforded. 

“ And I wish my collection were 
larger for your ‘benefit and my own 
credit; but I am an idle fellow, and 
though I have not many, I have 
mor<> than I ever look into.” , 
Elizabeth assured him that she 
coufd suit herself perfectly with those 
in the room. . 

“ I am astonished,” said Miss Bur- 
ley, “that my father should have l^fit 
so small* a collection of books*.-*- 
"What a delightful library you have 
. at Pemberley, Mr. DarcyH.” 

“ It oughjt fo be good,” lieVeplied, 
“ it has been the work o^manj^genc# 
rations.” * 

* “ And then* you* have added So 
much to it yourself, you art^aiways 
..Inlying Oooks.” • * * 

e ft T can J 
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cannot comprehend the neglect 
ofSr family library in such days as 
these.” 

“ Neglect ! I am sjure you neglect 
nothing that can add 'Ip the beauties 
of that noble place. ^Charles, when 
you build your house; I wish it may 
be half as delightful as Pemberley.” 

“ I wish it may.” 

t “ Hut 1 would really advise yo,u to 
make your purchase in that ■neigh- 
bourhood, and take Peinberlc^ for 
v a kind of model. There is not. a 

V, * • t> i 

fia er county in England than Derby- 

1 r m i , 

slure. 

* w With all my heart ; I 'will buy 
Pemberley itself if Darcy will sell 
it.” / 

“ I Inn talking of possibilities, 
^harles.” . , 

1 f tljpon my word, Caroline, I should 
think it. more possible to get Pember- 
leyKIiy .purchase than. by imitation.” 

Elizabeth 
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Eli/abetli was so much cauglit' by 
what passed, as- to leave her -very lit^. 
tie attention for her book ; and soofl 
laying it wfeiollyfaside, she drew nbar 
the *card-tabfe, and stationed herself 
between Mr. Dingley and his eldest 
sister, to observe the game. 

“ Is Miss Darcy much grown since 
the spring?'’ said Miss. Bingley; “ will 
she .he as tall as I am?” .' . 

• “ I* think she will. She is now 
about M|fi« Elizabeth Bennet’s height, 
or rather taller.” > 

“ How I long* to see her aga|i ! 

I ncv6r met with anybody who de- 
lighted rfle so much. Such a cOtin- 
’ tenance, such manner .'—and so ex- 
tremely accomplished foivhcr age! 
Her performance oil the piand\forte is 
^exquisite.” , . K . 

“ It is amazing to t me,” said l>feg- 
l^y 4 “ how young larlies can have pa- 
tience to he so very accomplish** 1 *, as 
„ they all are;” 




“ AH- 
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^AH young 1 Jfedies accomplished ! 
My dearC&arles; vfbat do you mean?” 

“ Yes, all of them, I think. They 
all paint tables, core* akrekns and net 
purses. I scarcely krow any ”oue 
who cannot do alibis, and I am 
sure I never heard a young lady 
spoken of for the first time, without 
being informed that she was very ac- 
complished.” 

“Your list of the common extent 
of accomplishments,” said Darcy, 
V‘ h*»s too much truth. The word*is 
applied to many a woman who de- 
serves it no otherwise than by net- 
ting a purse, or covering a skreen. 
But I am very’ far from agreeing with 
you in vour estimation of ladies in 
genera!. I cannot boast of knowing 
Y-:<Ve ihair half a dozeu, in the whole 
Whge of my acquaintance, that art 
really accomplished.”. 

‘**?Hr I, I am sui’e,”,said Miss 
Bingjey. 


“ Then,” 
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“ Then,” obser*fed‘Elizabetb, “ you 
must comprehend la. great deal in yotff . 
idea of an accomplished woman.” 

“ Yes do’ comprehend a great 
deal in it.” , 

“ Oh ! certtuhly,” cried his faithful 
assistant, “ no one can be really es- 
teemed accomplished, who does not 
greatly surpass what is usually met 
with*. A woman must*' have a tho- 
rout'lr knowledge of music, singing, 
drawing,, dancing, and the modern 
languages, to deserve the word $ sjnj^ 
besides all this, she must possess/ a 
certain something in her air and man- 
ner of w&lking, the tone of her voice, 
her address and expressions, or the 

worth will be but half deserved.” 

• 

“ All this she must, possess"” added 
Darcy, “ and to all tips, slit? iniv^T 
yet add something more substantial', 
iy the improvement* of her mind by ■ 
extensive y ending.” . 

“* l am 
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I am no longer«eurpri.sed at your 
-knowing only six 'accomplished wo- 
men. 1 rather wonder now at your 
knowing any? * j 

“ Are you so severe d£*on your own 
sex, as to doubt the possibility of all 
this?” 

“ I never saw such a woman. T 
never saw such capacity, and taste, 
and application, and elegance, as. you 
describe, united.” 

Mrs. Hurst and Miss Bingley both 
^rifd out against the injustice of her 
implied doubt, and were both protest- 
ing that they knew many women who 
answered this description, when Mr. 
Hurst calledAacui to order, with bit- 
ter complaints of their inattention to 
what \y*as going forward. - As all con- 
versation .wjis thereby at an end, 
Elizabeth soon afterwards left the 
‘room. . 

. “ J&Lijca Bonnet,” said Mips Bingley, 

when 
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when the door was closed on .her, ‘‘‘is 
one of those young ladies who seek 
to recommend themselves to the othefr 
%ex, by urfdervaluiug their own; and 
with many mfen, I dare say, it suc- 
ceeds. But, hi 1 my opinion, it is a 
paltry device, a ‘very mean art.” 

“ Undoubtedly,” replied Darcy, to 
whom this 'remark was chiefly ad- 
dressed, “ there is meanness in ajl 
the arts which ladies sometimes con- 
descend to employ for captivation. 
Whatever bears affinity to cunning/ 
is despicable.” 

MisS Binglcy was not ‘so entirely 
satisfied with this reply as to contiifue 
‘the subject. 

• Elizabeth joined them again only 

to say that Jier sister was worse, and 

that. she could not leave \\er,. Single’/ 

urged Mr. Jones's being sent for im-» 

mediately ; while liisr Sisters, convinced ' 
• # • 
that no country, advice could r j ie of 

tiny* 
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any service, recommended an express 
town for one of* the most eminent 
physicians. This, she would not hear 
of'; but she was not so unwilling to 
comply with their brother's propo- 
sal ; and it was settled that Mr. 
Jones should be sene for early in the 
morning, if Miss Bennet were not 
decidedly better. Bingley was quite 
uncomfortable ; his sisters declared 
that they were miserable. Tliey so- 
laced their wretchedness, however, 
„by duets after supper, while he coidd 
fend no better relief to his feelings 
than by giving his housekeeper di- 
rections that every possible- attention 
might be paid to the sick lady and 
her sister. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

V • 

Elizabeth passed the chief of the 
night in , her sister's room, and in the 
morning had the pleasure of being 
able to send a tolerable answer to the 
enqufrips which she very early re- 
ceived from Mr. Bingley by a house- 
maid, and 'some time afterwards from 
the two elegant ladies who waited oh 
his sisters. In spite of this amend- 
ment, however, she requested to hav.e 
a note sent to Longbourn, desiring her 
mother to visit Jane, and form her 
own judgment of her situation. The 
note was immediately dispatched, 
Hhd its contents as quickly complied , 
with. Mrs. Benneh^companied by 
. hei* tVo youngest girls, reached Nt> 
tharfield soo’u after the family breaje- 
’iast. • 

•. Had 
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* Had she found. Jane in any appa- 
rent danger, Mi’s. Beimet would have ■ 
b.een very miserable ; but (being satis- 
fied on seeing her that her illnesg was 
not alarming, she hajkno wish of her 
recovering immediately, as her resto- 
ration to health would probably re- 
move her from Netherfield. She 
would not . listen therefore to her 
(laughter’s proposal of being carried 
home; neither did the apothecary, 
who arrived about the &tme time, 
think it at all advisable. After sit- 
ting a little while with Jane, pu Miss 
Jlingley’s appearance and. invitation, 
the mother and three daughters all at- 
tended her into the breakfast parlour. 
Bingley met them with hopes thai 
Mrs. Beimet had not found Miss Ben- 
net worse than she expected. 

“ Indeed 1 luive, .Sir,” was her an- 
swer. ‘ “ tSKe is a great deal too* iK to,, 
he JWbved. Mr. Jones says we must 

♦not 
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not think of moVipg her. We must 
trespass a little longer on your kind-*? 

mess.” 

“ J&cmoved 1” cried Binglev. “ It 
must not be thought. of. My sister, 
l am sure, will not hear of her remo- 
val.” 


“ You may depend upon it, Ma- 
dam,” said Miss Binglev, with cold 
civility, # “ that Miss Bennct shall re? 
ceive* every possible attention while 

she reinaiifs with us.” 

* 

Mrs. »Bennet was profuse in h£r 
acknowledgments. 

“ I am §ure,” she added, “ if it wqs 
not for such good friends I do not 
know what would become of her, for 
she is very ill indeed, and suffers a 
vast deal, though with' the greatest 
Ttatience in the worhl, which is al- 
ways the way with ly*V, for she has, 
•x without exception, the sweetest tem- 
per I ever lilet with. t l often lelTjpy 

other 


* 
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other girls they are nothing to her. 
"You have a sweet room here, Mr. 
Bingley, aiid a charming project 
over that gravel walk. I do not know 
a place in the cofintry that is equal 
to Netherfield. Yqu will not think 
of quittiug it in a hurry 1 hope, 
though you have hut a short lease.” 

“ Whatever 1-do is done in a hurry,” 
feplied he; “ and therefore ifl should 
resolve to quit Netherfield, I should 
probably be off in five miftutcs. At 
Present, however, I consider myself 
as quite fixed here.” 

# “That is exactly what I* should 
have supposed- of you,” said Eliza- 
beth. 

“ You begin to comprehend me, 
do you?” cried he, turning towards 
her. 

“ Oh 1 yes — 3 understand you per- 
fectly.” 

.“Jewish I might takfe this for a 

compliment ; 
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compliment ; but to be so easily seet^ 
through I am afraid is pitiful.” 

• “ That is as it happens. It does 
not necessarily follow that a deep, in- 
tricate character is more or less esti- 
mable than spell *a one as yours.” 

“ Lizzy,” cried her mother, “ re- 
member where you are, and do not 
run op in the wild manner that you 
are suffered to do at home.” 

“ 1“ did not know before,” continued 
Bipgley immediately, “that you were 
a studier of character. It must be an 
amusing study.” 

“ Yes; Jbut intricate characters are 
the most amusing. They have at least 
^that advantage.” 

“ The couptrv,” said Darcy, “ can 
in general supply but few subjects for • 
"such a study. In a country neigh-, 
bonrliood you move/*! a very confined 
anti unvarying society.” 

But 'people themselves alte/^so . 

much, -■ 
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much, that there 4s something new to 
be observed in them for ever.” 

• “ Yes, indeed,” cried Mrs. Beimel, 
offended by his manner of mention- 
ing a country neighbourhood. “ I 
assure you there is "quite as much of 
that going on in the country as in 
town.” 

Every body M as surprised ; and 
Darcy, after looking at her for a mo- 
ment, turned silently away. *Mrs. 
Bennet, who fancied she had gained 
a complete victory over him, conti- 
nued her triumph. 

» “ 1 cannot see that London has any 
great advantage over the country for 
my part, except the shops amf public 
places. The country if? a vast deal 
pleasanter, is notit, Mr. Bingley?” 

When I am in the country,” he 
replied, “ I ndV'^r frish to leave it; 
and^when l am in .town it is pretty 
much the same. They have each 

tfieir 
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their advantages, and 1 can be equally 
happy in either.” 

• “ Aye— 1 -that is because you have 
the right disposition. But that gen- 
tleman,” looking at Darcy, “ seemed to 
think the country was nothing at all.” 

“ Indeed, Mama, you are mis- 
taken,” said 'Elizabeth, blushing for 
her rpother. “ You ' quite mistook 
Mr. Darcy. He only meant that 
therd 'were not such a variety of people 
to^>e met with in the country as in 
town, which you must acknowledge 
to be true.” 

“ Certainly, my dear, nobody said 
there were; but as to, not' meeting 
with njany people in this neighbour- 
hood, I believe there are few neigh- 
bourhoods larger. I know we dine 

y • ' 

“Tvith four and twenty families.” 

Nothing but concoAi for Elizabeth 
could enable Bingley £o kee^ his 
countenance. His sister was less-de- 
’ licate. 
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licate, and directed her eye towards 
•Mr. Darcy with a very expressive 
smile. Elizabeth, for the sake of say- 
ing something that might turn her 
mother’s thoughts,' now asked her if 
Charlotte Lucas had been at Long- 
bourn since her coming away. 

“ Yes, she called yesterday with 
her father. . What an agreeable man 
Sir William is, Mr. Bingley— is not 
he ? so much the man of fashion ! so 
genteel and so easy! — He has always 
something to say to every body. — 
That is my idea of good breeding * 
and those persons who fancy them- 
selves very important and never open 
their mouths, quite mistake the mat- 
ter.” 

“ Did Charlotte dine with you ?” 

“ No, she would go home. I fancj 
she was wantea^nbout the mince pies. 
For my part, Mr. Bipgley, /always - 
keep servants Jhat can. do their own 

work; 
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work ; my daughters are bought up 
differently. But every body is td' 
jhdge tor themselves, and'the Lucases 
are fery good sort of girls, I assure 
you. It is a pity they are not hand- 
some I Not that* 1 think Charlotte 
so very plain — but then she is .our 
.particular friend.” 

“ She seems a Very pleasant young 
woman*,” said Bingiey. 

“ <5h ! (fear, yes*, — but you must 
owti she is very plain. Lady Lucag 
herself has often said so, and envied 

me Jaife’s beauty. I do not like to 
• *■ 

bo.ast of nfv own child, but to be sure, 
Jane — one does not often see any 
body better looking. It is what every 
body says. I do not trust my own par- 
tiality.' When she was only fifteen, there 
was a gentleman at my brother Gar- 
dinjer’s in town, so indch ip love with 
Jier, that my,sisteMn-law was sure he 

wohld make her an offer before We 
. » • 
,vol. i. f. 4 came 
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cameaWay. ButWwever lie did not. 
Perhaps he thought her too young. 
However, he wrote some verses on 
her, and very pretty they were. ’ 

“ And so ended his affection,” said 
Elizabeth impatiently. • “ There has 
been many a one, I fancy, overcome in 
the same way. J wonder who first 
discovered ‘1 he efficacy of poetry in 
driving away love !” 

“ I have been used to conside? po- 
etry as the /ood of love,” said Daircy* 
“ Of a fine, stout, healthy love it 
may. Every thing nourishes 'what is 
strong already. But if it { be only a 
slight, thin sort of inclination, I am 
convinced that one good sonnet will 
starve it entirely away.” 

, Darcy only smiled ; and the gene- 
ral pause which ensued made Eliza- 
beth tremble lest her mother should 
be exposing hersetf again. She longed 
t8 ‘speak, but Could think of noth’ing 

to' 
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to say; and after a short silence Mrs.* 
Bennet began repeating her thanks to 
Mv. Bingley for his kindness to Jane, 
with an apology for troubling hurt 
also with Lizzy.. Mr. Bingley was 
unaffectedly civil In his answer, and 
forced his younger sister to be civil 
also, and say* what the occasion re* 
quired.. She performed her part in- » 
• deed without much graciousness, but 
Mrs.,J3ennct was satisfied. and soon af- 
terwards ordered her carriage. Upon . 
this signal, the youngest of her daugh- 
ters put* herself forward. 'I'he two 
girls had been whispering to each* 
other during the whole visit, and the 
result of it was, that the youngest 
should tax Mr* Bingley with having 
promised on his first comings i^ito the, 
"country to give a ball at, Netherfield. 

Lydia was a stout, Well-grown* girl 
•of fif fe&n, with a fmc/couiplexion and 
good-humoured* countenance; a f£- 
r 2 . , vaurite , 
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„vourite with her another, whose affec- 
tion had brought her into public at 
au early age. She had high animal 
spirits, and a sort of natural self-cou- 
sequeuce, which the attentions of the 
officers, to whom 'her uncle’s good 
dinuers and her own easy manners 
recommended her, had increased iuto 
# assurance.- ■ She was very equal there- 
fore to- address Mr. Bingley on the 
subject of the ball, and. abruptly Re- 
minded him of his promise; adding, 
that it wpuld be the most shameful 
-thing in the world if he did not keep 
it. J:Jis answer to this suddOn attack 
was delightful to their mother’s ear. 

“ I am perfectly ready, | assure 
you, to keep my engagement; and 
when your sister is recovered, you 
shall if you please name the very day 
of the ball. l>ut you would not wish 
to be dancing \viyIe M she is ill.” . 

Lydia declared herself satisfied. 

' “ Oh ! • 
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• • * 
*' Oli ! yes — it woitld be much bfettet* 
to wait’ till Jane was well, arid by that 
time most likely Captain Carter would 
be at* Mervton a^ain. ’And when 
you have given your ball,” slie added, 
“ I shall insist on their giving one 
also. I shall tell Colonel Forster it 
will be qiiite a shame if he does not.” 

Mr* Bennet and her daughter then, 
departed, and Elizabeth returned in- 
stantly to Jane, leaving her own and 
liei^ relations’ behaviour to the re- 

9 • 

marks of the two ladies and Mr. Dar- 
cy; the latter of w’liotn, however, could 
not be prefailed on to join in their cen- 
sure of her, in spite of all Miss Bing- 
ley’s witticisms on fine eyes. 


i 3 CHAP 

• * 
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CHAPTER X. 

i 

The day passed touch as the day 
before had done. Mrs. Hurst and 
Miss Bi'flgley had spent some hours 
of the morning with the invalid, who 
continued, though slowly, to mend; 
and in the evening Elizabeth joined 
their party in the drawing-room. Vhe 
loo table, however, did not'' appear. 
Mr. l)ar<5y was writing, and Miss 
Bingley, seated near him, was watch- 
ing the progress of his letter, and re- 
peatedly ( ailing off his attention by. 
messages to his* sister., Mr. Ilurst 
and M.'. 'Bingley were at piquet, and 
Mrs. Iludst was observing their game? 

Elizabeth to5k up some needle- 
work, and was sufficiently amils&Jiu 
attending to what passed* bet wefen 
' " Darcv 
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Darcy and his companion. Tlie per- 
petual commendations of the la3^r. 
either on his hand-writing, or on the 
eveiviess of his liues, or on the length 
of his letter, with'the perfect irn con- 
cern with which! her praises were re- 
ceived, formed a curious dialogue, 
and was exactly in unisojrywith her 
opinion of each. 

“ flow delighted Miss Darcy will 
be to receive such a letter !” 

' j)fle maftie no answer. 

“ You write uncommonly fast.” • 

“ arc rfiistaken. J writexp,- 
ther slowly.” 

“ How many letters you must have 
occasion to write in the course of the 
year ! Letters of business too ! IIow 
odious I should think them !” 

“ It is fortunate, then, tiVit they*fall 
to my lot instead ofio-yOWe.” v. 

* J^.Pray tell yopr sister that I long 
TO see her.’” ’ ^ ^ 

f 4 “I liave^j 
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IT have already told her so once, 
Oy'your. desire.” 

“ I ath afraid you do not .like your 
pen. Let me mend it for you. * I 
mend pens remarkably well.” 

“Thank you — but' 1 always mend 
my owu.” 

“ How. can you contrive to write so 
even?” ' 

•He was silent. 

“ Tell your sister I am delighted to 
hear of her improvement on the haiy, 
and pray let her know that 1 am 
quite in raptures with her beautiful 
little design for a table, and I think 
it infinitely superior to Miss Grant- 
ley’s” 

“ Will you give, me leave to ‘defer 
your raptures till 1 write again ? — At 
present I have not room to do them * 
justice” s- - 

‘ ■ Oh! it is. of 119 consequence, ^ I 
shall see her in January. But do you 
*** alwavs 
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alwajs write such charming low; tet- 
ters to her, Mr. Datcy ?” . 

“ They are generally long; but." 
whether always ‘charming, it is not 
for me to determine.” 

“ It is a rule with me, that a person 
who can write a long letter, with ease,' 
cannot write ill.” 

“ That will not do for a compli- 
ment* to Darcy, Caroline,” cried hgr 
brother — “ because he does not write 
with ease. He studies too much for 
wwrds of four syll&bles. — Do not you, 
Darcy ?” 

“ My stile of writing is ’very differ- 
ent from*yj)urs.” 

“Oh!” cried MissBingley, “Charles 
> writes in the most careless way ima- 
ginable. He leaves ou t ha If his words, 
and blots the rest.” , * 

“ My ideas flow so _ rqj adly that I 
hjp.ve not time to express tbcm-^y 
.Wich means # m/ letters sometimes 
f 5 *• corfvey, 
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conveyno idea$ at all to my corre- 
spondents.” 

• Your humility, Mr. Bingley,” said 
Elizabeth, “ must disarm reproof.” 

“ Nothing is more deceitful,” said 
Darcy, “ than the apjpearance of hu- 
mility. It is often Only carelessness 
of opinion, and sometimes an indi- 
rect boa5fc\ 

" And which ’ of the two do you 
call mu little recent piece of mo- 
desty?” r 

“ The indirect boast for you 


really proud of your defects in wri* 
ting, because you consider them as 
proceeding from a rapidity of thought 
and carelessness" of execution, "which 
if not estimable, you think ah least 
highly interesting. The power of doing 
any thing, with quickness is always 1 
tpufch prized by the possessor, and 
^oft^rj. without any attehtion to the im- 
perfection of fhe performance. When 

you 


* * 
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you told Mrs. Bennet this rooming 
that if you ever resolved on 
Netlie'rfield you should be gone in 
five minutes, you meant it to be' a 
sbrt of panegyric^ of compliment to 
yourself — and yet what is there so 
very laudable in a precipitance which 
must leave very necessary business 
undone, and can be of no real advan- 
tage^ yourself or any one else ?” . 

“ # Nay,” cried Bingley “ this is too 
mjich, t<^ remember at night all the 
foolish things that were said in the 
morning. And yet, upon my honour, 
I believed what I said of myself to be 
true, and 1 believe it at this moment. 
At least, therefore, I did not assume 
the character of needless precipitance 
merely to shew olFbefore the ladies.” 

“ I dare say you belieyerl it; but I 
am by no means co nvinyM tha t you 
\yould be gone with such .ceiocufy. 
JSrour conduct? would be quite as de- 
f 6'- pex.dant 
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pendant on chance as. that of any man 
and if, as you were mount- 
ing your horse, a friend were to say, 
4 Bingley, you had * better stay till 


next week,’ you wpuld probably do 
it, you would probably not go — and, 
at another word, might stay a month.” 

“ You have only proved by this," 
cried Elizabeth, “ that Mr. Bingley 
did not do justice to his own disposi- 
tion. You have shewn him off .now 7 
much more than he did himself.” 

“ I am exceedingly gratified,” sa«l 
Bingley, “by your converting what my 
friend says into a compliment on the 
sweetness of my temper. But I am 
'afraid you are ‘giving it a turn which 
that gentleman did by no means in- 
tend; for he would certainly think 
the better me, if under such a cir- 
cumstan ffi fr, we re to give a flat denial, 
•apd*itfcie off as fast asY could.” 

“ Would Mr. DarcyHhei} consults, .. 

the 
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the .rashness of yourorigirial intention < 
as a toued for byyottr obstinac.y»^<aa~ 
hering to it ?” 

“ Uppn my word I cannot exactly . 
explain the matter, Darcy must speak 
for himself/' • 

“ You expect me to account for 
opinions which you chuse to • call 
mine, but which I .have never ac- 
knowledged. Allowing the case, how- 
ever, t’o stand according to your re- 
presentation, you must remember, 
IVfcss Bennet, that the friend who is 
supposed to desire his refurn to the 
house,. and the delay of his plan, has 
> merely desired it, asked it without 
offering one argument in favour of its 
• propriety.” 

“ To yield readily — easily — to the 
persuasion of a friend is no jnerit with 

you.” . # ,-^V-v \ 

,“jTo yield w.ithyut copviction i$*»o 1 
c&inpliment to* the understanding of 
either.” 
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Jou appear to pie, Mr. Darcy, 
nothing for the influence of 
friendship and affection. A regard for 
the requester would often make one 
readily yield to a,, request, without 
waiting for arguments to reason one 
into it. I am not particularly speak- 
ing of such a case as you have sup- 
pbsed about. Mr. Bingley. We may 
as well wait, perhaps, till the circum- 
stance occurs, before we discils^ the 
discretion of his behaviour thereupon. 
But in general and ordinary cases be- 
tween friedd and friend, where one of 
them is desired by the other to change 
a resolution of no very great" moment, 
should you think ill of that person for 
complying with the desire, without 
waiting to be argued into it ?” 

“ Will it aot be advisable, before 
Vve proaaA^yj,, this subject, to ar- 
rxz$e with rather piorp precision the 
degree of importance ifrhicb is to 

pertain 
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pertain to this request, as welPgis thejk 
degree of intimacy subsisting tw^’den 
the parties ?” 

“ B^ all means,” cried Bingley ; 

“ let 11s hear all Jhe particulars, not 
forgetting their* comparative height 
and size; for that will have more 
weight in the argument, Miss Bennet, 
than you may be aware of. I assure 
you that if Darcy were ’not such <a 
greaj toll fellow, in comparison with 
mj^elf, I.should not pay him half so 
much deference. I declare I do npt 
know a more aweful object than 
Darcy* on particular occasions, and 
,in particular places ; at his own hodse 
especially, and of a Snnday evening 
• whence has nothing to do.” 

Mr. Darcy smiled; but Elizabeth 
thought she could perceive that, he 
was rather offended ^a piLS. therefore 
cljetjked her laugh, tyliss Bingley 
warmly yesentdd the indignity he had 

. **e- 
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'received, in an expostulation with 
h^4^»ther for talking such non- 
sense. 

“ I see your" design, Bingley,’ said 
his friend. — “ You, dislike an argu- 
ment, and want to silence this.” 

“ perhaps I do. Arguments are 

too much like disputes. If you and 
Miss Bennet will defer yours till I 
am out of the room, I shall be* very 
thankful; and then you ■ may say 
whatever you like of me.” .. f 
r “ What you ask,” said Elizabeth, 
“ is no sacrifice on my side; and 
Mr. Darcy had much better, finish 
hid letter.” 

Mr. Darcy took her advice, and 

did finish his letter. f 

When that busiuess was over, he 
applied to < Miss Bingley and Eliza- 
beth fo«Us*Lipdulgence of some music. 
Miss Bingley moved with alacrity .to 
the piano-forte, and after a polite 
* quest 
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quest that Elizabeth would lea^Mlie- 
way, which the other as politeSjPaitd. 
ipore -(earnestly negatived, she seated 
herself^- 

Mrs. Hurst sang with her sister, and 
while they were*thus employed Eli- 
zabeth could not help observing as 
she turned over some music, books 
that lay on the instrument, how fre- 
quently Mr. Darcy’s eyes were fixed 
on h€»\ She hardly knew how to sup- 
pogfe that She could be an object of 
addiiration to so great a man; and 
yet thgrt'he should look ;at her be- 
cause he disliked her, was still more 
• • 

strange. She could only imagine 1 
however at last, that she drew his 
’noticelbecause there was a something 
about her more wrong and reprehen- 
sible, according to his ideSte of right, 
than ,iu any other ^esojmvP^sent.’ 
ThL a *jsupposition .did net pain filet. 
Sh’e liked biin 'too little to care for 
his approbation. 


•' After” 



» Aifer playing §oi$e Italian songs, 
JVfissPfWngley varied the charm by a 
lively Scotch air; and soon, after- 
wards Mr. Darcy, drawing i/aiv Eli- 
zabeth, said to her*— 

“ Do not you feel a great incli- 
nation, Miss Bonnet, to seize such an 
opportunity of dancing a reel ?” 

She smiled, but made no answer. 
He repeated the question, with some 
surprise at her silence. *■ 

*' Oh !” said she, “ I beafd you be- 
fore ; but I could not immediately 
determine jvhat to say in reply, You 
wanted me, I know, to say Yes,’ 
that you might have the pleasure of- 
desp'sing my taste ; but I always de- 
light, in overthrowing those kind of* 
schemes, and cheating a person of 
their preuafeTlitated contempt. I have 
therefo'nrTltftdu nip tuy mind do tell 
VTSu, that I do not want to danc^ a 
reel at all — and now despise me^if 
you dare.” * 
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“ Indeed I db not dare.” 

Elizabeth, having rather expected 
1o at ii ou t him, was amazed at his gal- 
lantry; but there was a mixture of 
sweetness and jirchness in her man- 
ner which made' it difficult for hey to 
affront anybody; and Darcy, had 
never been* so bewitched by any wo- 
mans he was by her. He really be- 
lieved* that were it not for the infe- 
riority of her connections, he should 
bK in some danger. 

Hiss Bingley saw, or suspected 
enough 'to be jealous ; and her great 
anxiety for the recovery of her dear 
friend Jane, received same assistance 
. from her desire of getting rid of Eli- 
zabeth. * 

She often tried to prq\6ke Darcy 
into djsliking her guest vi by.Jtalking 
oft their supposed marriage, and plan- 
ning’ his happiness in such an alli- 
ahcc. ’• 
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“ ft^ope,” said she; as they were 
'walking together in the shrubbery 
the next day, “ you* will giv.c your 
mother-in-law a few hints, when this 
desirable event takes, place, as to the 
advantage of holding her- tongue; aud 
if you can compass it, do cure the 
younger girls of running after the offi- 
cers. — And, ff I may mention so deli- 
cate a subject, endeavour to check 
that little something, honoring pn 
copceit and impertinence, which your 
lady possesses.” 

*' Have you any thing else to pro- 
pose for my domestic felicity ?’’ 

“ Oh! yes.-*- Dp let the portraits 
of your uncle and aunt Philips be 
placed in the gallery at Pemberlcy. 
Put them ‘piext to your great uncle 
the judgp. [ ^They are in the v same 
-profession, you know ; only in diffid- 
ent lines. As for your Elizabeth’s 
jj'aktre, you must not attempt to have 

it 
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it taken, for wbat painter could dcJ 
justice to those beautiful eyes?' 

. “ {t would not be easy, indeed, to 
catch tlieir expression, but their co- 
lour and shape, and the eye-lashes, so 
remarkably fintij might be copied.” 

At that moment they were met 

from another walk, by Mrs. "Hurst 

and Elizabeth herself. 

. ' ■ 

“ 1 did not know that you intended 
to -fralk,” said Miss Bingley, in some 
Splifusiofl, lest they had been over- 
lid^rd.* • 

“Ni ? ou used us abominably ill,” 
answered Mrs. Hurst, “ in running 
away without telling us that you 
were coming out.” 

Then taking the. disengaged arm of 
Mr. Darcy, *she\left Elizabeth to walk 
by herself. The path jtist admitted 
three/' Mr. Djarcy • frit - th.eir rude- 
ifess and immediately said,— 


This 
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■* “ This walk is not wide enough for 
Our pa?ty. We had better go into the 
avenue.” 

But Elizabeth who had not the 
least inclination to remain with them, 
laughingly answered, t 

“ No, no; stay where you are. — 
You are charmingly group’d, and ap- 
pear to uncommon advantage. r The 
picturesque would be spoilt by ad- 
mitting a fourth. Good bye.” 

She then ran gaily off! rejoicing 
as' she rambled about, in the h^pe 
of being at .home again in a. d^y or 
two. Jane was already so much re- 
covered as to intend leaving her room 
for a couple of hours that evening. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XI. 

When the ladies* removed after din- 
ner, Elizabeth ran up to her sister, 
and seeing lier well guarded from 
cold, attended her into thfc drawing? 
room^jsvhere she was welcomed bj 
her two friends with many professions 
ofpleasure ; and Elizabeth had nevei 
seerNtliem so agreeable as they were 
during the hour which passed be- 
fore the gentlemen appeared. Theii 
powers of conversation were consider- 
able. .They coul^l describe an enter- 
tainment with actfu.racy, relate an 
anecdote with hi\nour, an d. 'laugh al 
their acquaintance with spirit. 

But whefplh^ gentlemen entered, 
Jane"\vas no longer the mrst object. 
Miss Birigley’s eyes ’-were instant 1 ! 

' , fumed 
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turned towards Dafcy, and she had 
’something to say td him before he 
had advanced many steps. He ad- 
dressed himself directly to Miss’Ben- 
net, with a polite congratulation ; Mr. 
Hurst also -made her a slight bow, 
and, said he Was “ very glad but dif- 
fuseness and warmth Remained for. 
Bingley’s salutation. He was full of 
joy and attention. The first half hour 

i 

was spent in piling up the fire, les„ 
she should suffer from the change of 
room ; and she removed at Ins dtesire 
to the other side of the fire-plade, that 
she might be farther from«the door. 
He then sat down by her, and talked 
scarcely to any one else. Elizabeth, 
at wbrk in the opposite ^corner, saw it 
all with great delight. 

. When tea was over, Mr. Hurst re- 
minded his ^sister-in-law of the eard- 
table — but Ai vain. She had obtained 
jffivate intelligence that Mr. Darcy 
’* ' did 
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did not wish for. cards; and Mr. 
Hurst soon found even his open pe- 
tition rejected. Sjie assured him that 
no one intended to play, and the si- 
lence of the whole? party on the sub- 
ject, seemed to! justify her. Mr. 
Hurst had therefore nothing to do, 
but to stretch himself on one^of the 
sophas and go to sleep. Darcy took 
up a 'book ; Miss Bingley did the 
rame^and Mrs. Hurst, principally 
occupied iti playing with her brace- 
lets tend* rings, joined now and then! 
in he\ brother’s conversation with 
Miss Bennet. „ 

• Miss Bingley’s attention was quite 
as much engaged in watching Mr. 
Darcy’s progresii/tWough his book, 
as in .reading hekowu ; and .she was 
perpetually either making* ‘some ih; 
quiry, or locking a^ his cage. She 
could*9Mt win 1pm, howler, to any 
conversation*; . he merely answered 
vol. i. g ( Tier 
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her question, and read on. At length, 
‘quite exhausted by\> the attempt to 
be amused with her own hook, which 
she had Only chosen because it was 
the second volume of his, she gave 
a great yawn and said, “ Mow plea- 
saqt it is to spend an evening in this 
way ! *1 declare after ail there is no 
.enjoyment like reading ! How t , much 
sooner one tires of any thing than of 
.a book ! — When I have a house of n>y 
own, I shall be miserable if I have 
not an excellent library.” <*' 

No on 6 made any reply. * She then 
yawned again, threw aside her book, 
and cast her eyes round the room ih 
quest of some .amusement,; when 
hearing her bVotljer ..mentioning a 
ball to 3$iss Benn/t, she turned sud- 
denly towards him and said, 

“ By th/ bye,' Charles', are you re- 
ally serious ’in meditating a (fence at 
-'Ketherbeld ?— I would advise you, 

before 
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before you detenu hue on it, to consult 
the wishes of tlie present party; l am • 
much mistaken 1 ^ there arc not some 
ainSng us to whom a ball would be 
rather a punishment than a pleasure*’” 

*?. If you mean. Darcy,” cried her 
brother, ‘-‘he may go to bed, if he 
chuses, before it begins*— -buff 'as for 
the ball, it is quite a settled thing; 
and as, soon as Nicholls has made 
white^Sbup enough 1 shall send round 
m^cards.’** 

“ 1 should like balls infinitely bet- 
ter,” sfie replied, “ if they were car- 
ried oil in, a . different manner; but 
there is something insufferably tedious 
in the usual process of such a meet- 
ing. Jt would s^reV be, m,uch more 
ration! ,j£ conre^t%n : instead of 
dancing made ;tl & ord ei^ of the day*.’’ 

“.Much tsw o ratifinak - my dear 
daresay, but -ir wopld nqt 
be near so much like a, ball<y . . ^ 

o 2 Vs. .Miss 



.Miss, Biugley .made no answer; 
and sopnafterwaroy got up and 
walked about tjie rdom. Her figuup 
was, elegant, and shp^yvalked w«l*— 
but Darcy, at,\^hc»^j Jt^yas all aimed, 
was still inflexibly Jdy.dious. In ibe 
desperation of hey .feelings she re- 
splvecF^noue effort more; and, turn- 
ing to Elizabeth, said, 

“ Miss Eliza Bennet, let me , per- 
suade you to follow my example, and 
take a turn about the yooin*. — 'I .assize 
you it is very refreshing ,aftersj#ing 
so long in, one attitude.” .... ^ y , r . 

. Elizabeth w as surprised, butagreed 
to it immediately. Miss ftjpgleyeuc*- 
ceeded no less en the real object of 
her « civility M r/fy^rcy iapjJ^d . $p' 
He wap as pmcb s |^ake to tji^niye^y 
of attention in thatquarter as Eliza- 
beth herself COuld^b^c.."—^ unconsci- 
ously clos4l. his bpgk. 1 Htv^a^di- 
j^ctly iuvjtpd to join their party, J>ut 

• he 
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• l ' i t i $ . * ?* 

be declined it,« obseryftig, that he 
could imagine 4 but two motives' for 
their chusing to*Walk up and down t 
the room together, with either of 
'which motives hif^oiuing them would 
iiiterfere.' ** What could lie mean? 
she ‘was dying to : Ttnow what cqufd 
be his meaning”— aiid asked Elizai- 
betli whether siie codld at 4.11 under- 
standiiim? 

V “ Not afall,” was her answer; “but 
(Upend upon it, lie means to be severe 
On \*s, and dur surest waiy of disap- 
pointmg- him, will be to dsk nothing 
about ‘it” ;; ! 

% ’ Miss Bihgley, however, was inca- 
, pable ,of disappointing Mr. Darcy in 
any thing, and pjfersfeVered therefore in 
requiring ah explanation^ of his two 
motive^. ' i) > * \ "* 

‘‘I haveT5fiffrth^smalh?st objection 
to , 'ex|Ji'tfining tKe|n,” said he, as soon 
.as she allowed him tb spehk. ** Yosi_ 
g 3 " either 
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t 

•either druse this- method of passing 

•the evening because ^.'you are in each 

other’s confidence aad have secret af- 
* * 

thins to discuss, or : because yob »r< 
conscious that yoftr figures appear to 
the greatest, advantage in walking; — 
if thej&rst, I should be completely in 
your why; — and if the second, l ean 
admire ^ou muck better as I .sit by 
the fire.” 

** Ohl shocking!” cried Miss Bing- 
ley. “ I never heard any thing so abo- 
minable. How shall we punish 'hitn 
for such a‘speech ?” ■> ^ 4 ^ 

• ** Nothing so easy, if ydu have but 
. the inclination,” said Elizabeth. “We 
can all plague at^d punish one ano- 
ther* Teaze him— fyugh at him.^In- 
timate aS #c you arfe, ( you niust know 
how it is to bp done.” '*■' 1 

“ But uptfn niydiofttfui^l do not. I 
do assure you that ®*y intiaf^Tf N^as 
yet taught me that. • Teaze calsn- 
' ness 
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uess'of temper and .presence of mind,.! 
No, no— I feel -fie may defy us there* 
And as to laughter, we will not ex- 
pose* ourselves, if you please, by. at- 
tempting to laugh without a subject. 
Mr. Darcy may^iug himself.” 

“ Mr. Darcy is' not to be laughed at 1” 
cried Elizabeth. “ That is an '"un- 
common advantage, and pncommon 
I hope it will continue, for it woulU 
(be at*reat loss to me to have many 
lUch acquaintance. I dearly love a 
laugh.’ 4 . , . , - • 

“Miss Bingley,” said, he, “lias 
givei^me, credit for more thau can be. 
The wisest anti the best of men, nay, 
the wisest and best of their actions, 
may be rendered ridiculous bya per- 
spr^ whose V, first' object in life is a 

M e -”. ( y *’ 

. “ teplied Elizabeth— 

smjh people! but I hope I 
am notVme.of tj/tem*, l\ppe I. never 
o 4 V,„ ridicule 
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fi&i6ofeWhat is wise br good. Fbllies 
■ind 'hohsense 1 , whims'* and inconsist* 
itacies do divert me, I own, and I 
Htdgh iat tWern whenever ! can.— But 
these; l^npp'ose.^re precisely what 
ybn are without!* J> *' * • 

Perhaps that is' hot possible fb’r 
any'onfet But it haS befen the study 
of my irk to aVoid those weaknesses 
which often expose ^strong, under- 
standing to ridicule.” ■' . 

“ Such as vanity and pride:* 

“ “Yes, vanity is a weakn&s indeed. 
But pride-*-where there is a-Vt^S 5 ehi* 
periority of ulind, pride will be always 
under good regulation. 1 * - 
Elizabeth turned away to hide* a 1 

smile*. ‘ ' 

+ - ' 

“ Your examination of Mr. Darcy 
.is Over, I presume,"^ saidMiWBing- 
ley; — “.and pray what'ftf'Vne result?” 

“Iam perfectly c^nsancedd^^tliat 
jVfr. ParcyAas no defect. He owns 
U himself’^vithout disguise.” 

' 1 “ No”— 
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« No” — said Darcy* “ I have made 
no such pretension. I have faults, 
enough, but they are not, I hope, of 
understanding. , My temper I dare 
not vouch for. — Itis I believe too lit-, 
tie yielding — certainly too little for 

the convenience <5f the world. I can- 

> * *■ ' ‘ 

not forget tjie follies and vices'* of 
others so soon as I ought,’ jtor their 
offences against myself. My feelings 
Npre lh.4 puffed about with every at- 
tempt to •move them. My temper 
would perhaps be called resentful.—* 
My g^od opipion once lost, is lost for- 
ever.” * ^ ... .. # , 5 

* Thai is a facing indeed !” — cried] 
Elizabeth. “ Implaea|t>Je*resentment is 
*a shade in a character. But you have 
chosmyojif |iult \vell f -— I really can- 
not /Ypu ^re*We from, 

** **kerei£, I l)elieve r iu ‘every dispo- 
sition, a Ardency io som ^particular 
o 3 , vsvil 

t - Vi 
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evil, a natural defect, which not even 
jthe best education can overcome.” 

“ And your defect is a .propensity 
to hate every body.” * . - 
“ And yours,” he replied with a 
smile, “ is wilfully^) misunderstand 
.them/’ ' -••• ■; /i 

-Do let us have a lible music,”— 
cried M^s Biagley,tired of a conver- 
sation in which she ■ had no share.— 
“ Louisa, you will not my 

waiting Mr. Hurst.” - c 
c Her sister made not the ^smallest 
objection* and the piano forte' was 
oj>ened, and Darcy, after a few mo- 
ments recollection, was not sorry fov 
it. He began do feel the danger of 
paying Elizabeth too much attention? 


CHAP- 



CHAPTER XII. 

In consequence yi an agreement be 1 
tween the sisteri^'Elizabeth wrote the 
next morning to her mother, .to beg 
that the carriage might be'sent’ for 
them 'in the course of the day. But 
,MrsViiennet, who had calculated on 
her daughters remaining at Nether- 
field till the following Tuesday, which 
Wbuld^exactly*- finish Jape’s week* 
could* not bring herself to receive 
■them widfc: pleasure before: Her an- 
swer, therefore, was not propitious, at 
least not to Elizabeth’s wishes, fqr she 
was impatient to get home. Mrs. 
Beij^iet sent th<jin word* that they 
couhl hot»posiibV have the carriage 
before TueSda^; and in. her postscript 
ijt^vps aS(fed, that -if JVlr.^in'gley end 
g 6 •* ' his 
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bis sisters pressed them to stay longer, 
she could spare them very well, — 
Against staying longer, however, Eliza- 
beth was positively resolved-— nov did 
she muchexpect it wouldbe asked; and 
fearful, on the contrary, as being consi- 
dered as intrudingihemselvee need- 
lessly long, she urgedJane to bo trow 
Mr. Biptgley’s carriage immediately, 
and at length it waseettled that their 
original design of leaving Net^ nekl - 
that moruiug should be mentioned, 
,fnd the request made* • 

The communication excitgd many 
professions of concern ; and enough 
was said* of wishing, them* to stay at . 
least rill the following day to work on 
Jane; and till the^morrow, their going 
was deferred. Miss Bingley was then 
sorry that «dte had proposed th^ ; de- 
lay, for her jeajopsy^md disjikeof -one 
sister much exceeded her affection, for 
the other, . . 



Tbemasterdfthe house heard with 
• , • 

real sorrow that' they were to go so 
soon, and repeatedly tried to persuade . 
Miiis Bennet that it would not be safe 
for her— that she was not enough re- 
covered^ but Jafte was firm where she 
felt herself toberight. 

To Mr. i>art!y it was welcome in- 
telligence — Elizabeth had been at Ne- 
therfield long enough. She attracted 
hitfe.gmre than he liked — and . Miss 
Bingley was uncivil to her, and more 
teaziug than usual to himself. He 
• wisel v^resolved to be particularly 
careful that no 1 'sign of admiration 
Should ttoto escape him, nothing that 
could eletate her with ‘the hope of in- 
ftuenhing his felicity?* sensible that if 
such aii ideSt had be&n suggested, his 
bejiavidur dorir^ the last day qtadt 
hale maf^rial < weight ip confirming <tf 
caryjshingit. Steady to* his purpose, 
lie sparely spOke ten words to her 

through 
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through the whole of Saturday, and 
though they were' at one time left by 
themselves for half hour, he ad- 
hered most conscientiously to his 
book, and would not even look at her. 

On Sunday, after morning service, 
the separation, so '“agreeable to al- 
most all, took place. Miss Bingley’s 
civility to Elizabeth increased at last 
.very rapidly, as well as her affection 
for Jane; and when they parted-^ -ffter 
assuring the latter of the pleasure it 
would always give her to see her 
either at Longboura or NetJjerfield, 
and embracing her most tenderly, she 
even shook hands with the. former.—- 
Elizabetli took leave of the whole 
party ,in the liveliest spirits. 

Thev were not welcomed home 

1 t * * , 

very corditriBy by their mother; • Mrs; 
Bennet wondered at^fheir com^ig, 
‘and thought them ver^wrOne; to give 
so much trouble, ahd was'- s tire Jane 

wohM 
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would have caught cold again. — But* 
their father, though very laconic in 
his expressions of^deasure, was really 
glad to see them ; he had felt their 
importance in the family circle. The 
evening conversation, when they were 
all assembled, had lost much of its 
animation, and almost all its sense, by 
'the absence of Jane and Elizabeth. 

Thdy found Mary, as usual, deep in* 
Njthe sKvjy of thorough bass and human 
nature; a»d had some new extracts 
to ad mi ge, and some new observations 
of' threadbare morality to listen to. 
Cathei?ne and Lydia had information 
>fof them of, a different sort. Much 
iiad been done, and much |iad been 
*said in the regiment, since the prece- 
ding Wednesday; several of the offi- 
cersjhad dined lately with their angle* 
a pmate Ijpd hgen flogged, and it had 
actually, been hinted that Colonel 
Forster \aa gouig*tp be married. 

* / ‘ ’ ’ CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


w I hope, my dear,^ said Mr. Bennet 
to his wife, as they were at break- 

m i y » ' • . ,’!m 

fast the next morning, “ that yoij have 
ordered a good dinner to-day, because 
-I have reason to expect an addition 
to our family party.” / 

“ Who do you mean, my dear? I 
-know of nobody that is coming I am 
sure, unless Charlotte Lucas should 

, . TV. >* t 

happen to call in, and 1 hope hty din- 
ners are good enough for lier., I‘d</’ 

, , . ® , P i'<> ,H, - t. >.!■ <■ 

not believe she often sees such v at 
home.” \ : ' ].,* 

“ The persdn ofwhpin I sjj^ajfc^a 
gentleman 0 and a stranger^ 
Benuet’s eyes sparked,. — *j A gjautle 


man and a "Stranger t Ifc-is Mr. Bing- 
ley I am sure. Why Jane^-^ou never 

dropt 
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dropt a word of this; you sly thing? 
Well, Pam sure I shall be extremely 
glad to see Mr. Bingley.— But — good 
lord f how unlucky ! there is not a bit 
of fish to, he got^tb-day. Lydia, njy 
love, ring the bell. I must speak to 
Hill, this moment.” 

* It is noi Mr. Bingley,” slid her 
husbqpd ; “ it is a person whom I never 
saw the whole course of my life.", 

^ This*roused a general astonishment; 
and he had the pleasure of being, ea- 
gerly questioned by his wife and five 
daughfefs at once. 

After amusing himself some time 
with their curiosity, he thus explained. 

“ Abopt a month ago I received this 
letter, and about a fortnight ago 'I an- 
swered it, for 1 thought it^a" case, of 
some delicacy, and requiring early*at-* 
tendon. . is 'from my cousin, Mr. 

CollTl/s', Vho,‘\vJieu I am dead, may 
tu mi vou'all out ofthifi house as soon 
as fie pleases. * • 
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* 

“ Oh! my dear,” cried his wife, “ 1 
‘cannot bear -to hear that mentioned. 
Pray do not talk ofrthat odious man. 

1 do think it is the hardest thing in 
the world, that yokj estate should be 
entailed away fron* your own chil- 
dren; and 1 am sure if I had been 
you, I should have tried long ago to 
do something or other about it.^’ 

Jane and Elizabeth attempted to 
explain to her the nature of aff entail^ 
They had often atteniptecf it liefore, 
T>ut it was a subject on wlftck.Mri?. 
Bennet was beyond the reafch^of rea- 
son; and she continued tpijiil bitterly 
against the cruelty of settling an estate* 
away from a family of five daqghterSj 
in flavour of a man whom nobody 
cared anything about. , , 

'‘It certainly is a most iniquitous 
affair,” said Mr.*Beutl€t, “.fend. nothing 
can clear Mi*. Collins from »ibe “guilt 
of inheriting Longbourn.* out if you 

' will 
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•will listen to his tetter, you may per- 
haps be a little softened by Ins man- 
ner of expressing* himself.’' 

“ No, that I am sure I shall not; 
and I think it ytts very imftertinent 
of him to write to. you at all, and very, 
hypocritical. 1 hate such false friends. 
Why could toot he keep on quarrel- 
ling with you, as his father, did before 
him<’ . 

“ Why, indeed, he does seem to have 
had some filial scruples ou that head ; 

as you, foill hear.” 

. 

^ • •Hansford, near IVesterham, Kent, 

. - t 1 5th jJctoher. 

.Dear Sir, 

: v ' Thb disagreement subsisting 

between yourself and my ^tfe honour- 
ed irather, always gave me much*uil-. 
easiness- Tiud %ince I have had the 
misfortune to lose him, I hafre fre- - 
quently •- wished to .heal the breac h 
* * but 
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biit for some tiihfe'I: was kept back by 
*iriy own dbiibts, fearing lest it might 
seem disrespectful fc his memory for 
me to be on £ood terms with any one, 
with w#Ofti it had Always pleased him 
to* be at variance.— *'• There, Mrs. Ben- 
net.” — My mind howeveris now made 
tip on 'the Subject, foffikving received 
ordination, at faster, I have been so 

t r 

..fortunate as to be distinguished by 
the patronage of the Right Honour- 
able Lady Catherine de Bourgh, wi- 
dow of Sir Lewis ‘de' Bourgh, whose 
bounty and beneficence has'pi^fefred 
tee to the valii&bie rectory of ’this 
parish, where it fehall be my earnest 
endeavour to demeafc myself with 
gr&tgful respect to watffl&her Ladyship, 
and be ever ready td perfpnn thbse 
rites and ceremonies which' |ire' insti- 
tuted by the Church df Engkirid .‘ ' As 
a clergyman, nVoreovdH I fedl it hiy 
duty to promote 'And establish the 

blessing 
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blessing of peace ia-all families within 
the reach of ray iuflueuce; and on* 
these grqunds ; I flatter myself that my 
present overtures of good-will are 
highly commendable, $pd tbatthe cir- 
cumstance of my being next, in the 
entail of Lopgbonrn estate, will be 
kindly overlooked on your side, and 
not lead you to reject the offeredolive 
brap^fi. I cannot be otherwise than* 
concerned at beup* the means of inr 
j tiring yotlr amiable daughters, and 
beg leave to apologise for it, as welf 
as tp assure you of., my readiness; tp 
make t them every possible amends,—? 
Imt of this hereafter. If you should 
have no objection to receive me into 
*yopy bouse, J propose myself the sa- 
tisfaction of waiting on you and your 
farpify, Monday. l^ovember 10th, -by 
four p’clgck, aed shall probably tresr 
pass-op youl* hospitality.YHl the Satur- 
day sebight ^pUoyvnngv which I can do 

wittfout 
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Without ally inconvenience, as Lady 
Catherine is far from objecting to* my 
occasional absence qn a Sunday, pro- 
vided that some .other clergyman is 
engaged to do the duty of the ; day. 

I remain, dearsir, with respectful com- 
pliments to your lady and daughters, 
your well-wisher and friepd, 

. William Coluns.” 

* “At four o’cloch, therefore, We^nay 
expect this peace-making gentleman,” 
said Mr. Bonnet, as he folded up the 
letter, “ He seems to be a most con- 
scientious and polite young inan, upon 
my word; and I doubt, not wilt prove 
&. Valuable acquaintance., especially if* 
Lady Catherine, should be so indul- 
gent .as to let him conm to us again.”* 
“ There is some sense 'in. what he 
says about the girls however; , ahd if 
he is disposed c to make ^iem any 
amends, I shall not, be tftfe perpmfyto 
discourage him.’’ 


“ Though 
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“ Thoughit is difficult,”” said Jane, 

“ to guess in what way he cam mean 
to make us the atonement he thinks 
our flue, the wish is certainly to his 
credit.” 

Elizabeth was chiefly struck with 
his extraordinary deference for Lady 
Catherine, and his kind intention of 
christening, manning, and burying 
his parishioners whenever it were re- 

“ He m*ust be an oddity, 1 think,” 
said sht*. “ I cannot make him oat.— 
There, is’ something very pompous iii 
hip stile.—And what can he mean by 
apologizing' for being rjext in the en- 
t tail ?— jWe cannot suppose he would 
help it, if he could.— Can he be a sen- 
sible man, sir?’ * 

,p| 

“No, my dear; I think not I have, 
great h<ag*s of* finding him quite the 
reVtitee. T*her£ ,is a mixfure of servi- 
lity 

I 




„ ('“V 

lity and self-importance in his letter, 
■which promises well. 1 am impatient 
to see him.” 

“In point of composition,”" said 
Marf, “ his letter does not seem de- 
fective. The idea of the olive branch 
perhaps is not wholly hew, yet I think 
it is well expressed.” 

To Catherine apd Lydia, neither 
the letter nor its writer were in any 
degree interesting. It was next to im- 
possible that their cousin should come 
tn a scarlet coat, and it was now some 
weeks since they had received plea- 
sure from the society of a man in any 
other colour. As for their mother/ 
Mr. Collins’s letter had done away 
mticb of her ill-will, and she was pre- J 
paring to see him with a degree of 
composure", which astonished her hus- 
band and daughters. 1 

Mr. Collins was punctual to' his 
time, and was received with great po- 
liteness 
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liteness by the '"whole family. Mr. 
Bennet indeed said little; but the la- 
dies were ready enough to talk, and 
Mr. Collm# seemed neither in nee&of, 
encouragement, mjr inclined to be si- , 
lent himself. He* was a tall, heavy 
lobking young mart of five, and twenty. 
His air was grhve and stately, and his 
mantieas were very formal. • He had « 
not bfeen long seated before he com- 
plimented Mrs. Bennet on having so 
fine a family of daughters, said he had , 
heard much of their beauty, "but that,, 
in this instance; fume had falleu short ' 
of the truth; and added ^ that lie did* 
not doubt* her seeing: them all in due ,, 
time well disposed of in marriage. 
This gallantry was not much to the 
taste of some of his hearers, Jbut Mrp. 


Bennet, who quarrelled ..with no.cpm- 
pliments, fhfsv'ered most readily, 

“ You are very land, ^ir, I am sure; 
aud^I wish with all my hea$ i| ny»y 
. vol.1. h . jprovtf 
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prove so y fotedsh-they will be tlfesti- 
' tate enough. Things 'are settled so 
oddly.” 

“lYou allude perhaps to tlie'entall 
Of this estate.’/ , . w 

“ Ah ! sir, I do' indeed. It ; is a 
grievous affair to my* poor girlsj you 
must confess. ; Not that I mean to 
find fault . with' y<mj for such tjiings l 
know are all clihuce in this vorld. 
There is ho knowing how estates will 
go when onee they come to fife en- 
tailed.” '» 

I am very sensible, madam, of the 
hardship to my fair cd$sins^-aud . 
could say much on the; subject, ’but 
that I am cautious of appearing ‘ for- 
ward and precipitate. . But l ean aS- 
sure the young ladies that I come pier 
pared to admire them . jA t present I 
will not say more, but perhaps* when 
we are better acquainted — ** * 

. .Il& was iaterrupted bsy a summons 

* .to 
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to dinner; and fhe' girls smiled on 
each other. Theywere not the only* 
objects of Mr. Collins’s admiration-. 
The hall, the dining-room,' and all its 
furniture were examined and praised* 
and his commendation of every thing 
would have touched Mrs. Bennet’s 
Jieart, but for* the mortifying'supposi- 
tion of his viewing it all as his own # 
future property. The dinner too in 
its turn was highly admired; and he 
beggetl to know to which of his fair ^ 
cousins, the excellence of its cookery 
was? owing. But here he was set bright 
by . Mrs. jBennet, who assured ' him 
with some asperity that they were very 
jyell able to: keep a good cook, and 
that herdaugbters had nothing to do 
in the kitcbeh. He begggii' pardon 
for having displeased her. In a soften* 
ed tone sl.e declared hersgjf not at all 
offended; bufhe «Ojntiiide<T to apolo- 
gise for about a quarter of an; hour.. 

H 2 "CIlAf* 

* \ 
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CHAPTER XIV* 

< 

During dinner, Mr.*Bennet scarcely 
spoke at all; but when the servants 
were withdrawn, he thought it time, 
to have some 'conversation with bis 
guest, and therefore started a subject 
in which he expected him 'to shine, 
by observing that lie seemed ver^'. for- 
tunate in his patroness. Lad y Cathey 
«ne de Bourgh’s attention: to bis 
.wishes, and consideration forh is. com- 
fort, appeared very remarkable!. = . Mr. 
Bennetcould not have chosen»bettec % 
Mr; Collins was eloquent in ber praisd. 
The subjert elevated him to more than 
usual solemnity . of manner, ’and*, with 
a most important aspect h<*protested 
that he had never in-Ids life witnessed 
sugii behaviour- in a person of rahk~ 
i u 1 ! smji 
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such affability And 'condescension, as 
he had himself experienced from Lady" 
Catherine. She had been graciously 
pleased to 'approve of both the dis- 
courses, which lie had already had the 
honour of preaching before her.- -She 
had also asked him tivice to dine at 
. Rosings, and had sent for* him only 
the Saturday before, 'to make up her 
pool of quadrille in the evening. La- 
dy Catherine wasreckoned proud by 
mau}k people he knew, but he had 
never sefeu any thing but affability in 
her. ' She had always spoken to him 
as- she would, to any ether gentleman; 
she made not the smallest objection to 
.his joising ia the society of the neigh- 
bourhood, nor to his leaving his parish 
occasionally for a week or ^wb, to visit 
his relations!. / She had even conde- 
scended It* advise him to marry as 
soon as he ^oaild, provided he chose 
vrjth discretion; and ‘. had i>ace paid 
h 3 ‘ ‘him 
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him a visit in his* humble parsonage; 
‘where she had perfectly approved all 
the alterations he had been making, 
and had even vouchsafed 5 ' to suggest 
some herself, — some shelves in the 
closets up stairs.”' . • ' Vs 

“ That is* alb very proper and civil, 
I am sure,” said Mrs. Bennet, ** and. 
I -dare say she is a very agreeable 
woman. It is a pity that great ladies 
in general are not more like her. Does 
she live near you, sir ?” i 

* “ The garden in which stands my 

humble abode, is separated only by a 
lane from Rosings Park, Jier lady- 
ship’s residence.” 

“ I think you said she was a.widow a 
sir? lias she any family*?” 

“ She’ lias one only daughter, the 
heiress of Rosings, and of very exten- 
sive property.” * * ; 1 

“ Ah !” cried Mrs. d3ennet, shaking 
her head^ tjien she is better off than 

many 
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many girls. A^d srhat sort of y&ung 
ljady iss%,? is £he handsome ?-” 

• “ She , is, a most charming, young 
ladylndeed, Lady Catherine herself. 
says f that, in point of true beauty, filiss 
De Bourgh is Jar superior to . the 
■handsomest of her sex; because there 
is that ip her features which .market 
tire goring woman of distinguished 
birth- j§he is. unfortunately of a sickly* 
constitution, which has prevented her 
makmg tlftit progress in many accom- 
plishments, which she could not other* 
wise lia^e failed of; as 1 ain juforjmed 
by ..the lady who superintended her 
education, and who still. resides with 

V * ’ ; . > 

them..,. But sire, is perfectly amiable, 
and often condescends to drive by tny 
humble abodg in her little, phaeton 
and ponies/’ , f ( 

“ Hjs. she been 'presented? I do 
ndt* rementbjsy her . uauitf - among the 
ladies at court” 

Her indifferent state of heal Mi un* 
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happily 
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prevents 1 hey being in town; 
.and by that means, ‘as.I told Lady 
Catherine uiyself one day, has depri- 
ved the British court of its brightest 
ornament. Her ladyship seemed plead- 
ed with the idea, and yon may ima- 
gine that 1 am happy on every occa- 
sion to offer those little ^delicate com- 
pliments which. are always acceptable 
to ladies. I have more than opctf, ob- 
served to Lady Catherine* that her 
charming daughter seemed* born' to-be 
•a duchess, and that the most elevated 
rank, instead of giving he*- conse- 


quence, would be adorned by her.,— - 
These , are the kind of little tilings 
which please her ladyship, anc^it is a 
Sort of attention which ^conceive my? 
self peculiarly bound to pay.” • 

; You j udge very properly,” said Mr. 
Rennet, ‘‘and ifis happy for you that 
you possess the taleqt of flattering 
with delicacy. May I .ask whethei!: 
these pleasing attentions proceed fr6m 

the 
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die impulse of tee foment, or a^e the 
result erf previous study ? “ » 

They arise chiefly from what is 
passing at the time, and though I 
sometimes amuse myself with sug- 
gesting and arranging such little ele- 
gant compliments ds may be adapted 
to ordinary occasions, I always wish 
to gi?£ them as unstudied an air as 
possible.” 

Mr. Bennet’s expectations were fully 
answered.*- His cousin was as absurd 
as he had hoped, and lie listened to* 
him with the keenest enjoyment, 
maintaining at the same time the moat 
resolute composure of .countenance, 
.and except in an occasional glance at 
Elizabeth, requiring no partner in his 
pleasure. ■ ' * 

•By tea-time however the dose fiad, 
been enough, and Mr. _Bennet was 
gladT to takers guest intb' the draw- 
ing-room again, and when tea was 
is. 5 • bveft 
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over 1 , glad to invite Jramto read aloud 
‘to the ladies. Mr. (Rollins readily as* 
sented, and a book was produced ; bdt 
on beholding it, (for every thing an- 
nounced it to be from a circulating 
library,) he started back, and begging 
pardon, protested that he never read 
novels. — Kitty stared at* him, and* Ly- 
dia exclaimed.— Other books were 
c produced, and after some deliberation 
•he chose Fordyce’s Sermons. Lydia 
gaped . as he opened the volume, and 
‘ before he had, with very monotonous 
solemnity, read three pages, she in- 
terrupted him with, 

“ Do you. know, mama, that my 
uncle Philips 'talks Of turning away # 
Richard, and if He does. Colonel Fors- 
ter will hire him. My aunt tokl me 
so "herself on Saturday. I shall walk 
.to Meryton to-morrow to hear more 

about it, and - to ask whqn Mr. Denny 
« VJ< * T 

comes back, fhnto towtt.’’* ' Nu* 

Lydip. 
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. Lydia was bid by her two Eldest 
sisters to bold j her tongue; but Mr/ 
Collins, much offended, laid aside 
his book, and said, 

4 ‘ I liave often observed how little 
.young ladies . ar£ interested by bodks 
of/ a /serious stamp, though written 
solely for -their benefit. : it amazes 
me, I confess; — fior certainly, there 
earn b'e nothing so advantageous to 
them as instruction. But 1 will no 
longer iinportune my young, cousin,” 

- Then turning to Mr. Bennet, he of- 
fered {imself as his antagonist .. at 
backgamjnon. Mr. Bennet. accepted 
the challenge, observing that lie acted 
( very wisely in leaving the girls to their 
own trilling amusements. Mrs? Ben- 
netaad her daughters apologised most 
civilly/, for Lydia’s interruption, ‘and, 
promised that it should not Occur 
agaM| if hj|jj^o.oid resume his book; 
•l)u t Mr. Collins, dtftfer assuring them 
h </ . ^ that 
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that he bore his ^oung cousin no ill 
■tyill, and should nevejr resent her be- 
haviour as any affront, seated himself 
at another table with Mr. Bennet, and 
prepared for backgammon. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Mr. Collins was not a sensible man, 
and the deficiency of nature had been 
bitt little assisted by education or so- 
ciety; the greatest. - part of his li(e 
hsfring been spent under the guidance 
of au jjliterate and miserly father; and 
though he belonged to one of the uni- 
versities he had merely kept the ne- 
cessary terms, without forming at it 
any useful acquaintance. The sub- 
jection in which his father had 
brought him up, had given him origi- 
nally great humility of manner, but it 
was now a good deal counteracted 
by the self-conceit ,of a weak head; 
living in retirement, apd the conse- 
quential feedings of e‘ar1y,and unex- 
pected prosperity. A fortunate cjiance 

.'hfcd 
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had recommended him to Lady'Ca- 
‘ theriue de Bourgh whpn the living of 
Hunsford was vacant; and the rev 
spect which he felt for her high rank, 
mid his veneration for her as his pa- 
troness, mingling with a very good 
Opinion of himself, of his authority a# 
a clergyman, and his rights as a rec- 
tor, made him altogether a mixture of 
pride and obsequiousness, . self-im- 
portance and humility. 

Having now a good house* and very 
Sufficient income, he iutendedlto mar- 
ry; and in seeking a reconciliation 
with the Longkourn family Jie had .a 
wife .in view, as he meant to chuse 
one of the daughter^ if he foumlthem 
as handsome and amiable as they 
were represented by common report. 
This was Ids plan of amends — of 
atonement — for ‘inheriting their fa- 
ther’s estate^ and he Xho ughfW an 
excellent on^, full 'of eligibility and "* 

suitableness, 

7 • 
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suitableness, ^nd excessively gene- 
rous and disinterested on . his ovnT 
*'part. . I * 

ftis plan did not vary on seeing 
them.— ‘Miss Bennet's lovely face con- 
firmed his view.s, and established aH' 
his strictest notions of what was due 
to» seniority; and for the first -evening 
she was his settled choice. The next 
meriting, however, made an alteration; 
for jyu a quarter of an hour’s tfete-^-Ute 
with Mrs. Bennet before breakfast, a 
conversation beginning with his par- 
sonage»house, and 'leading naturally 
to> the avowal of his hopes, that a mis- 
tress for it might be found at Bong- ■ 
bourii, produced from her, amid very 
complaisant smiles and general en- 
couragement;- a caution ^against the 
very Jane he had fixed on.— «** As to, 
-her tipimger daughters sjje could not 
talie upon hgr jbp say-^-she, could not 
-positively ans^et-^but she did not 

a 




( ISO ) ! 

know dfany prepossession ; — her eldest 
daughter, she must just mention — she 
felt it incumbent on her to hint, was- 
likely to be very soon engaged.” 

. Mr. Collins had only to change 
from Jane to Elizabeth — and it was 
Boon done — done while Mrs. Ben net 
was stirring the fire. > Elizabeth, 
equally next to- Jane in birth and 
beauty, succeeded her of course. <» 

Mrs. Bennet treasured up the hint, 
and trusted that she might .soon have 
two daughters married ; and the man 
whom she could not bear to speak of 
the day before, was now high in her 
gpod graces. 

Lydia’s intention of walking to Me- 
ry ton was not forgotten $ every sister 
except Mary agreed to go with hen; 
c andMr. Collins was to attend them, 
at the request of Mr. Bennet. who 
was most ^artxkms to get rid of’ him, 
and have his- library to himself ; for 1 

thither 
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thither Mr. Cojlins hadfoHoWeli him 
after breakfast^ and there Fie would*' 
continue, nominally engaged with one 1 
of the largest folios in the collection, 
but really talking to Mr. Bennet, with 
little cessation, ef his house and gar- 
den at Hunsford. • Such doings dis- 
composed Mr. Bennet exceedingly. 
In hjs library he had been always > 
sure of leisure and tranquillity; and 
thoqgh prepared, as he told Eliza- 
beth, to meet with folly and conceit 
in every other room in the house, he 
was used to be free from them there; 
his civility, therefore, was most prompt 
in inviting Mr. Collins to join his ‘ 
daughters in their walk; and Mr. 
Collins,' being in fact much better fit- 
ted for a walker than a Reader, was 
extremely Well pleased to close ’ his > 
large ^ook^and go. / } 

In*' pompouftc nothings bn, his side, 
•and civil assen^on that of his cou- 
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sins, their time passed till they ca- 
ntered Mery ton. Thefattentiou of the 
younger ones was then no longer to 
be gained by him. Theireyea were 
immediately wandering up in the 
street in quest of the officers, and no- 
thing less than a 'very smart bonnet 
indeed, or a really new* muslin to >a 
shop window, could recal them, 

®ut the attention of every J ad ywas 
soon caught by a young man, whom 
they had never seen before, of. most 
gentlemanlike appearance. Walking 
with an officer on the other side of 
the way. The officer was. the very 
Mr. Denny, concerning whose return 
from London Lydia came to inquiry 

and he bowed as they passed All 

were struck with the stranger’s air, 
i all wondered who he could be, and 
Kitty andvLydia, determined impossi- 
ble to find hut, led thejyay across the 
street, under prelehqe- oft . wanting 
~ something 
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something in an opposite shop, and 
fortunately had. just gained the paveC 
met# when the two gentlemen turn- 
ing-back had Cached the same spot. 
Mr. Denny addressed them directly, 
and entreated permission to introduce 
his 'friend,' Mr. Wickham, who. had 
returned with him the cTay before 
from,4own, and lie was happy to ssy, 
had accepted a commission in their 
corps. This was exactly as it should 
be ; For the young man wanted only 
regimentals to make him completely 
charming. His appearance was great- 
ly in his ‘favour; he had all the best 
part of beauty, a fine countenance, a 
.good figure, and very pleasing ad- 
dress. - The* introduction wa$ fol- 
lowed -up ort his side by ajrappy rea- 
diness of conversatipn — a rpadmess 
at the ^am^time perfectly yorrect and 
unassuming; and^he whole party were 
*stHt st smdingandtal king together very 
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Agreeably., when the -sound 1 - of horses 
drew their notice, and Darcy and 
Bingley were seen riding dowp tire 
street. On distinguishing theiadies 
of .the group, the two gentleatnen cable 
directly towards them, and began the 
usual civilities. * Bingley was the 
principal spokesman, ami Miss Ben* 
.net the principal object. He ^vas 
then, he said, on his way to* L&ng- 
bourn on purpose to inquire after 
her. Mr. Darcy corroborated if with 
a bow, and was beginning fo' deter- 
mine not to fix his eyes on Blizabetfa, 
when they were suddenly arrested b^ 
the sight of the stranger, and Eliza- 
beth happening to see the count®-, 
nanc£ of both as they looked at each 
other, was. all astonishment at the -erf- 
fec the meeting. Both changed 
colour, one looked white, the other 
red. Me. Wickham* after a fow mo- 
meuts, touched his ^at^-a salutation- 

which \ 
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which Mr; Darcy just deigned’ to re- 
turn. What copld be the meaning of \ 
it?— was impossible to imagine; it 
was impossible-net to long 10 know. 

In another minute Mr. Bingley, bttt 
without seeming to have noticed what 
passed* took leave and rode on with 
his Triend. . • 

Mr* .Denny and Mr. Wickham, 
walked* with the young ladies to the 
door of Mr. Philips’s house, and then 
made .their bows, in spite of Miss Ly- . 
dia’s pressing entreaties that they 
would come in, and even in spite of 
Mrs. Philips’ throwing up the parlour ^ 
wiudow, and loudly seconding theiuvi- 
,tation.» 

Mrs. Philips was always glad to 
see her nieces, and the tjvo eldest, 
from their recent absepce, wepa-parti- 
cularlywel<;ome, ahd-she.Ws eagerly 
expressing her* surprise 'af their sud- 
den return home’, which, as their o>vn 

carnlgtT 


/ 
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carriage had not fetched them, she 
' should have known nothing about, if 
she had not happened to see . Mb. 
Jones’s shop boy in the street, who 
had told her that they were not to 
send any more draughts to Nether- 
field because the Miss Bennets were 
come -away, when her * civility Was 
claimed towards Mr. Collins by pane’s 
introduction of him. She received 
him with her very best politeness, 
which he returned with as nmcli .more, 
apologising for his intrusion. Without 
any previous acquaintance with her, 
which he could not help Mattering 
himself however might be justified -by 
his relationship to the young dadies u 
Who introduced him to her notice. 
Mrs. Philips was quite awed bysneh 
an estoess of gopd breeding ; but her 
contemplation of ©ne^ Stranger was 
soon put aif end t^ b jr exclamations 
and inquiries about the other, of> 

whom," , 
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who no, however, she 1 could only tell 
her nieces what they already kuewf’ 
tliat^Mr. Denny had brought him 
from London, and that he was to have 
a lieutenant’s commission in the 
■ — shire. .She had been- watch- 

ing him the last hour, she said, as he 
walked up and down the street, and 
had ^Tr. Wickham appeared Kitty ^ 
and* Lydia would certainly hav6 con- 
tinued the occupation, but unluckily 
no one passed the windows now ex- 
cept a few of the officers, who in com- 
parison with the stranger, were be-- 
come “ stupid, disagreeable fellows-” 
&om£ of them were to dine with the~ 
# Philipses the next day, and their 
aunt promised to make her husband 
call on Mr- Wickham, and give him 
an invitation also, if the fami&Jfam 
Lougbourm would come ix/uie even- 
ing.^ ’J’bis wag' agreed - to, 'and Mrs. 
.Philips, protested ! that they . w ould 

laamy 
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have ‘a nice comfortable noisy game 
'of lottery tickets, and a little bit of 
hot supper after wards The ,p in- 
spect of such delights was very < heel- 
ing, and they parted in mutual good 
spirits. Mr. Collins ivp» ,d d 1 ms 
apologies in quitting ‘he room, and 
was assured with unwearying civiiity 
that they were perfectly needles^. 

As they walked h' ie, Elizabeth 
related to Jane what she had seen 
pass between the two gentlemen.; but. 
though Jane would l,.t\e defended 
either or both, had they nppea red to 
be wrong, she could no more explain 
such behaviour than her sister. 

Mr. Collins u his return big 1 !y 
gratified Mrs. Rennet* by aum! iug 
Mrs. Philips’s nroners and polne- 
, nes^M«He protected that except Lady 
Catherine ^ind her^danghtcr. he had 
never seen 'a more . it woman; 
for she had not obly received him 

with 
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* . . 
with the utmost /civility, hut had even 

pointedly included him in her invita- 
tion fcr the next evening, although ut- 
Wly Mokao'Vii to neribbfore. Some- 
* i'ingls • • srpposey might be attributed 
m hi*. f ,>rf with th,em, but yet 

e had ne\ er met with so much atten- 
Ju.iu m 'n\ ‘he v ? iole course Of his fife. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

'S 

As no objection Was made to the 
young people’s engagement with their 
aunt, and all Mr. Collins’s scruples 
of leaving Mr. and Mm. Bennet for a 
single evening during his vigsit were 
most steadily resisted, the coach con- 
veyed him and his five chusins at a 
suitable hour to Merj ton ; end the 
gir s had t’ e pleasure of hearing, as 
•they t ntered the drawing-jrootn, that 
Mr. -V. ickhptn had accepted their un- 
cle’s invitation, and was thejp in the 
house. 

. When this information was given, 
atfcLthey had ail taken their seats, 
Mr. Cofiins was rat leisure to look 
around him* and adttlire, and he was 
so much struck With the sise and fur- 
niture 

‘‘ j i 
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nitUre of the apartment, that lie de- 
clared he might almost have supposed * 
jiimself in the small summer break** 
fast parlour at Jtosthgsj a compari- 
son that did not at first convey much 
gratification ; byt when ]\trs. Philips 
understood from .him what Rosipgs 
was,, and who was its proprietor, 
.he bed listened to the descrip- 
lion <i£ only one of Lady Catherine’s 
drawing-rooms, and found that the 
cbiraney-rpiece alone had cost eight 
Jbfuitdrod pounds, she felt all the farce*" 
of the compliment, and would hardly . 
Jnave.msfntecLa compariaoa with the 
housekeeper^ room. % 

' In ^escribing to her all the gran- 
deur of LadjiCatheriue and her mam 
70101), with:' occasional digressions in 
praise of' his.oiSta humble abodf^and , 
the improvement^ it was receiving, he 
w&tf happily* tcynployed until the gen- 
. tiemen joined; them f and he found in 
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Mrs. Philips a wry attentive livelier, 
phose opinion of his cousequence in- 
creased with vyhat she heard, and w ho 
was resolving to retail it all among 
her neighbours as soou as she could. 
To the girls, who could not listen to 
their cousin, and who had nothing to 
do but to wish for an instrument* and 
examine their own indifferent imita- 
tions of china on the mantiepiece, 
the interval of waiting appeared i cry 
long. It >v as over at last however, The 
gentlemen did approach;, apd Mfhep 

_Mr. Wickham walked into the ro<j>n^, 
Elizabeth felt that she had neither 
'been seeing hftn before, nor thinking 
of him since, with the smallest dc- 
gnee ftf unreasonable adtniratipn % The 
officers of the — — -»» — -shire were ip 
genhcaj a very ^redi table, gentleman- 
like set, add the best of them were of 
the present* party; but, Mr. ^ickp&m 
was as far beyond tbjDn^ a^^ persop, 

countenance^ 



J ( ) 

countenance, air, arid Vitlk, /as thhSf 
were superior to th^ broad-faced sttiflfy. 
Mnole Philips, breathing pfert trine, 
who followed them into the room. * 

Mr. Wickharp was the happy 'idan 
towards whom ’almost every female 
eye was turned, and Elizabeth was 
the fiappy woman by whom he finally 
seated himself; raid the agreeably 
mtfnner in which lie immediately fell 
into conversation, though it was only 
on its being a wet night, and on the* 
probability of a rainy season, made 
her feel’ that the commonest, dullest, 
most threadbare topic might be ren- 
dered interesting by the skill of the 
speaker. 

With suclf rivals for the notice of 
the fair, as Mr^Wickham and the offi- 
cers, Mr. Collins seemed likely to * 
sink Into* iiifi^iiificance ;. to the young 
ladies lie certainly was nothing; but 
• h^had tit IfittTri'als a kind listener . 

1 3 " 



( ffl f 

*ai 

pfted withbOffije'atid mi^fen. ’ 1 : * ^ 

‘When i!he *cafd tables Wete plac&dy 
he had ah Opportunity of Obliging ker 
in rOtitrn, 'by* sitting down to whist. - ! 

“ I know little of the game, at jtrei 
serif,” said’ he, “ but I shall be" glad 
<0 improve myself, fot in my situation 
df life” — ■ — Mrs. Philips Was very 
thankful for his compliance, but could 
• not wait for his rteason. 1 ' # "; f ' l}l 
' Mr.Wickham did not plSyat whist, 
hnd with ready delight WaS life' fe- 
fhiVedat the other table bet Wfeet^'SHf- 
sabeth and Lydia. ‘At 1 ' first there 
seemed danger of Lydia’s engrbsshrij 
him entirely, for &hewas a iriost de- 
termined talker; hut^ being likewise 
' extmmdy fond Of l^ttery tickets^ slre 
Soon grew too iridch irile&sted ni^lSfe 
game, too eager ii} making bets arid 
exc lailriifig aftfer to '“Have nt- 

lu * - " st Mention 
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trntkmf&r any one in particular. Al- 
lowing for the ^common demands of_ 
the «^arae, Mr. Wickham was there- 
fore at leisure to talk to Elizabeth, 
and she was ve$y willing to hear him, 
though what she chiefly wished to 
hear she could not hope to be told, 
the’ history ‘of his acquaintance with 
Mr, , Darcy. She dared not evet^ 
n&Utiou that gentleman. Her curio- 
sity however was unexpectedly re- 
lieved. Mr. Wickham began the sub- a 
ject himself. He inquired how far 
Netherfield was from Meryton ; and, 
alter receiving her ans v\ er, ask ed in an 
hesitating manner how long Mr. Dar- 
cy had been staying there. 
f “ About af month,” said Elizabeth ; 
and then, unwilling to let the subject 
drop, added, *Vhe jg a man of 1 very, 
large property m Derbj shire, I un- 

. derstand.”'s # ‘ * 

“.Yes," replied Wickham his 
1 4 e|t^ 
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estate there isa noble one. / A clear 
ien thousand pec annum. You could 
not have met with a person more ca- 
pable of giving you certain informa- 
tion on that head than mj^elf — for I 
have been connected with his family 
in a particular . manner from my in- 
fancy.” 

Elizabeth could not but look sur- 

« o 

pnsed. * . « 

“ You may well be surprised, Miss 
Benuet, at such an assertion, after 
‘seeing, as you probably might, the 
very cold manner of our meeting yes- 
terday. — Are you much acquainted 
frith Mr. Darcy?” * . 

“ As much as I ever wish .to be,” 
cried • Elizabeth warmly, — “ I have 
speut four days in the same house 
with him, and I thitfit him v£ry disr-- 

agreeable-” 

.“I have ro right to „ give mg 6$i- . 
nion,” said Wickham, v M , as to hue, 

being 
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being; ftgiteeable. or. otherwise. 1 1 am 
not qualified fo form ;pn«. 1 have 

knojj’n him too long" and too weilto " 
be a fair judge. It is impossible for 
me to be impartial. But I believe 
your opinion of him would in general: 
astonish — and perhaps yon would. 
not*express it quite so strongly* any 
where else. — Here you are in your 
own family ' ? 

“ Upon my word I say no more 
here than) might say in any house' id”' 
the neighbourhood, except Nether- 
field. He is not at all liked in Hert-. 
fovdsbirq; livery body is disgusted 
with* his pride. You will not find 
# him more favourably spoken of by 
any one.” 

Icannot ore tend to Jta* Sorry/' < 
said. Wkkhafci/Wter , a short inters* 
ruption, that he or that any matt : 
skodidinot be Estimated beyond their 
.desert#; yfeut- wit Wkm 1 belie veil?' 
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does, not often happen. The world is 
blinded by his fortune and conse- 
quence, or frightened hy bis high and 
imposing manners, and sens him only 
as he chases to be seen,” 

u I should take him, even on my 
slight acquaintance, to be an ill-tem- 
pered man.” Wickham only shoots^ 
, bis head. 

“ 1 wonder, ’’said he, at thenexl op- 
portunity of speaking, “ whether he 
is likely to be in this country much 
longer,” 

. “ I do not at all know; /bat J beard 
nothihg of his going awfcy when jl was 
at. Nether field. 1 hope your plans *S 

fovour of the • —shine will net, 

be a dec ted by his being in the neigh- 
bour!} odd.” 

1 **• Oh! no— it is pbt ibr me to fb* 
driven away by Mfi JMrcy, ,lf Jtf 
wishes to avoid* seeing he must 
go. *We are Hftns,. 

' and 
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and it always give* we "pain" h> 
meet him} bat £ have ho reason for 
avoiding him but what 1 1 might pro- 
claim to all the world; a sense Of very 
great ill usage, % and most painful re- 
grets at his being Jvvhat he is. His 
father, Miss Bennet, the .late Mr. 
. Dabey, was 'one of the best men that 
ever breathed, and the truest friend I. 
evSlr had ; atul I can never be in com- 
pany with this Mr. Darcy without 
being grieved to the soul by a thou- 
sand tender recollections. His beha- 
viour to myself has been scandalous ; 
but I verity believe I could forgive 
him any thing and every thing, rather 
. than bis disappointing the hopes and 
disgracing the memory of his father.** 
Elizabeth fojind the interest of the 
subject increase, Vnd listened witlr all 
her hearty ffolt thie delicacy of it pit^ 
Venfed fortb«r .inquiry. * *. 

• Mr. ^fekftamhfcgan to sp£ak .orT 
1 6 naprn 
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^moregecterai topics, ; J^heryton* tne 
•neigh bourhood, the, se ciety, (appearing 
highly pleased, with alt that he had y$t 
seen, .and speaking of the latter* -espe- 
cially, with gentle hut very intelligible 
gallantry. .. 

It Whs the prospect of constant 
society, and good society,’’ he added, 
“ which was my chief inducement to' 
'enter the, -w — -f— -shire; tjenewJt 
to '• he a most rcspectabl e, agreeable 
■oo^ps, and my triendDeilny tempted 
me farther by has account af their 
present quarters, and the very great 
attentions and exqellent.acquajintaiice 
Meryton ; had > procured, them. iSoci- 
Cty, I odn, is necessary to pie. 1 
have been a disappointed man, and 
my spirits will not ■bear.soIitMde. > . 
mat' have employment . and sdciety. 
fiA military life* is tiofcwhatJiwas in- 
tend forp Uut tiircqmstaaoes kaye 
,®B rh * made jt eligibly ulThte ocburch 
ottght to have been .my profession- 1 - 

r ‘* r 1 g 

c , Jv/as 
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-iSvaa brought up for the church/ and 
I should ^.t this /time havebeefc in pos>- 
ses^jon of a, most valuable living, bed” 
it pleased the gentleman we wore 
speaking of ja.st'no\v.” ■ ' 

“Indeed!” * _ 

: “ Yes — the late Mr. Darcy be- 
queathed me the next presentation of 

* the best living in his gift* He was 

imp godfather, and excessively at-’ 
taebedto me. .2 cannot 1 do justice 
to his kindness. He meant to pro- 
vide for me, amply, and thought be 
ihad djooe it^Jmt when the Jiving feij, 
it; wasigi^en elsewhere.” i ■. -y,j 

“<jood heavens l ’’ cried Elizabeth ; 
i“ but. how* could that be ? — How 
joould his will be : disregarded ?♦- Why 
<did not you .seek legal redress?’’ 

-,H< There was jjjjst such an informali- 
ty in terms of the . bequest a&40 
gfvb me no^hope i froin.3% w. A man 

# bf hono uri eouldi not have dawbtedth#, 

• inten^on, 
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> ;Mri Dafcjr chose 4o 
doubt it — or to treat it as (a merely 
dtmditional recotmuendatiott, ami to 
assert that I had forfeited »U claim to 
it by extravagance, imprudence* « in 
phorf any thing-Jar. nothing. Certain 
itiMhat the living became vacant two 
years i ago* exactly asTwas of anfcge 
to hold it, and -that it was grvpn to 
another man^swd no ; lessceetaifi is 
it, that I cannot accuse myself of 
having really done any thmg tode^ 
serve to; lose it; /I have-awaita, uhV 


have sometimes spoken my opinion^ 
him, and to hhn, too freely. l ean 
fecal nothing worse. But the feci 
is,thaft we are very diflewa*t sort,«f 
men, and that be hates sne.” > ?j hi 
<> “ This is quite 8h^cking{^He|db» 
serves to be publicly disgraced." * om 
o"Som.?-thnenr other he ianitf be— 
fftrtjitsball notbethyvrtrv Md torn* 

‘forget 
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forget trie father, lean never defy to* 

expose kirn.” { 

• Elisabeth honoured. hife for such" 
feelings, and ’thought him' handsomer 
thair ever as he expressed them., •» 

“ But what,” said'she, after apawsCi 
“ can have been his motive ?— what 
^ewf Itave induced trim to behave so 
erueljy?” 1 ^ 

”* A -thorough, determined dislike, 
of roe > - a dislike which 1 cannot but 
attribute «n some measure to jealousy, 
Had tfte late Mr. Darcy liked me 
iejssi hip son anight hate* borne with 
»e* hotter- but hw- 1 father’s uncom* 
mon'attachment to me,' irritated him 
, I believe vetfy early in life. He had 
beta temper to bear the sort of com* 
petition in whpeh we stoe«i— ^the sort 
otfi ’preference which. was often given 
me.” p 

had not. thought Ms ^urcy so 
> bad Asffife— "Aonghihave nerter like®* 

* ' ^ %V 



C im > 

■!} ppt -thought «Oj jrei-y 
i$ ; of him— •! had sir pposejj him to 
h$ (despising his fellow-creatures iu 
general, hut did not suspect him of 
descending to such malicious revenge, 
such injustice, ,su cti inhumanity as 
this!” . ... 

After a few minutes reflection* how- 
ever, she continued, “ I do remember 
his boasti ngone day, at JNetherfield, of 
the implacability of his resentments, 
of his having au unforgiving temper. 
His disposition must be* dreadful.” 

“ I will not trust myself on-tbe suhr: 
jfict,” replied Wickham, “Jean hardly 
be just Jp him.”. { 

Elizabeth was again deep in thought, 
and after a time exclaimed, " To* treat 
in such a manner, thg; godson; * thi/ 
friepd, the iavourite^f h* father- !”-br; 
She could have added,;:". 
man toe,.!; you, whose very.copoie^ 
ssan^e may vouch ^y<m*hewg mkp 

.bie” 
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bU M — bttt she- contented herself with- . 
“ And one, tooj who bad probably* 
bee iv hisrOwn companion from child*’*"* 
hood, connected together, as I think 
you said* in the closest manner I” 

“ W« were born in-the same parish, 
within the same park, the greatest 
part? of; our yooth was passed- toge- 
ther : -■ inmates of the satire house, 
sharing the same; amusements, "objects 
of the same parental care. ! My father 
began •. life in the profession which * 
your iulfcle, Mr. Philips, appears to 
.do so much credit to— -but he gave up . 
every thing to be -Of Use to the late * 
Mr. Darcy, and devoted' all his. time 
to the oare of the Pemberley proper- 
ty** - He was most highly esteemSd by- 
Mr*! Darcy, a iqost intimate, confiden- ' 
tiaf friend. Mr. D^cy Often acknAtf- : 
lodged hitaself to Launder the great- 
estobligations ,fa my falh»r v s petite 
guperin tendance, and when ijnmedi^ 
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ately before my father^ death, - Mr. 
Darcy gave him a vMuntary promise 
of providing for me, I am 'convinced 
that ha felt it to be as ranch a debt of 
gratitude to Jum, us of affection to 
myself.” " - • 

** How strange!” cried Elizabeth. 
** How abominable !— I bonder that the 
very pride of this Mr, .Darcy has not 
made him just to you 1— If froth no 

better motive, that he should not have 

* 

been too proud to he dishonest,— -for 
dishonesty I must caU it.” 

** It is wonderful,”— replied Wfejk. T 
’ ham,— “ for almost all his actions may 
be traced to pride;— and pride has 
often been his best friend. * It has 
connected bun nearer Vi th virtufythan 
any other feeling. But we are j|f>ne 
ofiis consistent; and in his hebaygouf 
to me, there we-e stronger, impulses 
even the-^pride*” 

, “ Can such aborniijafde prnle.e^hjs, 
. l^ve ever/done him good?” 


, '"TPs. 



<f m ) 

libera! f and 1 genW©ua,-^tO ' give 4 hil 
mdn^’fifikslyV td display hospitality, 
t:0 itSsffcl? 4 His ‘ $&t&i)ts, and #lle#6 ^Hffe 
p6o£ c ' J FtiiSily ptide, and jfilkS -pliA^ 
for he is very proud of what his 
was, M^te done this/ Wot to •aijpipear 
fodhigteee'liiir family, tbdegeneriSte 
frditt iBte^pOJWlar quftlitiebj oHosethe 
inflOencOof the Pemberle.y ‘House, is 
a pOwerfW^Hidtive. : 'He has also Oro- 
thisriy pride, Which with mme brother* 
ly affection^ iir&fce» Him a Very kind 
and OarOfiil guardian Of His sister* and • 
yofPwill 'ffear him generally cried up ' 
as f th£ most attentive and best of bfo^ 
thfers.” * • - ' * ■ . 

: :,lt Whdt sort Of a girl is Miss Darcy r 
He ShOdk iifs head,-^“»I wish’ I 
cOtdti baU 'her amiable. It gives d*e 
paf4 fOSpO&kilt of a d?arcy. . But she 
is too much like’ her brotfft* ;**-ve*y» 
a wrild, She %ds af-* 
c " ! ) fectjon*IOi 
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ftotiouateandpleashig, and extreme- 
ly fond of me; an|l I have devoted 
hours and* hours to her aftraseincnt. 
But sire is nothing to me now. She 
is a handvtome gir|, about fifteen or 
sixteen, and" lHinderstand highly ac- 
complished. Since her father’s death, 

her home has been Loudon, where a 

* 

lady lives with her, and superintends 
her eduction.” 

After many pauses and many trials 
of other subjects, Elisabeth could not 
help reverting once more to* the first, 
and saying, . 

“ I am astonished at his intinkaCy 
with Mr. Bingloy! flow can Mr* 
Bingley, who seems good humour 
self, and is, I really believe, truly amia- 
ble, be in .friendship wwth such a man? 
How can they suit each other?*—' Do 
you know M r - B/figley ?” 

“ all." . 

M He is a sweet tempered, *9Mriab!$, 

charming ) 
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YhaWmgman. He cannot know what 
Mr. Darcy is.” } . * 

‘Probably not; — but Mr. Darcy' 
can please wliere be chuses. He does 
not want abilities/ He can be a con- 
versible companion if he thinks it 
worth his while. Among those who 
are at all his equals in consequence ( 
he is a # very different man from what 
lie ts to. the less prosperous. His 
pride never deserts him; but with the 
rich, he is* liberal-minded, just, sin- 
cere, rational, honourable, and per- 
haps agreeable, — allowing something 
for fyrtuue .and figure.” 

'The* whist ‘party soon afterwards 
breaking up, the players gathered 
rpunfl the other* table, and Mr. Cdllins 
toofe his station between his cousin 
Elizabeth and Mrs. Philips.— The usu- 
al inquiries ^as to'l^s success were 
ma<fe*by the latter. It had nok been 
he had ipst every point; 1 

but. 
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but wbenMrs Philips began to ex- 
press her concern tlijereupon, he assu- 
‘ red her with much earnest grr.vjty 
that it was hot of the teast impar- 
tance, that he considered the money 
as a mere trifle, andf begged she would 
not make herself uneasy. 

“ I know very well, madam/’, said he, 
“ that when persons sit down to 'a 
card table, they must take their chance 
of these things, ~-aad, happily I am not 
. in such circumstances as to make five 
shillings any object. There are un- 
doubtedly many who could not say 
. the same, but thanks to Lady Cs$ke- 
rine de Bourgh, I am removed far be- 
yond the necessity of regarcyng little 
matters.” ' «. ..i <V 

Mr. Wickham’s f attention * was 
caught;, and after observing MiilCol- 
lins for a few moments, he asked JSKjbu- 
beth injaj&w voice whether hot fcete- 
«*tjon were very intimately acquainted 
with the familv of de Bourehr. ~ ^ 

“ Lady 
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Lady Catherine de Bourgh/'shae 
replied, “ t has vejpr lately given him a* 
li\,i«g. I hardly know how Mr. Col-" 
lins waa first introduced to her notice, 
but he certainly has not knownher 
long.” \ • ... 

“ You know of. course that Lady 
Catherine de Bourgh and Lady .Anne 
Darcy were rasters; consequently that 
shews aunt to the present Mr. Darcy.” 

“ No, indped, I did not. — I knew 
nothing at all of Lady Catherine’s 
connections. I never heard of her 
existence, till the day before yester- 
day- -J 

“ Her daughter. Miss, de Bourgli, 
will haye a. very large fortune, and it 
is believed that she and her oousin 
will unite tbe^wo estates.” - 

This information made* Elizabeth 
smile, as ^she thought of poor Miss 
Biifgley. Vain -indeed mugt be all her 
j&ttentipas, vain, and useless her after* 

tk>n 
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tion. for his sister and heir praise 01 
. himself, if he were [already self-des- 
tiued to another. 

• “ Mr. Collins,” sanfshe,' u speaks 
highly both of Lady Catherine and 
her daughter; but from some particu- 
lars that he has related of her lady- 
ship, I suspect his gratifude mislead § 
him, and that in spite ofher being liis 
patroness, she is an arrogant, conceit- 
ed woman.” 

fc* 

“ I believe her to be both in .a great 
degree,” replied Wickham ; I have 
not seen her for many yeafs, but I 
'very well remember that I never liked 
her, and that her manners were dic- 
tatorial and insolent. She has the 
reputation of being remarkably sen- 
sible and clever; but 1 rather believe 
she' derives part of her abilities from 
her rank and fortune, part from her 
authoritative ' manner, • and the rest 
Irom the pride of her nepheV._35i.ho 

chases 
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chuses that every one connected with 
him should hav^ an understanding of 
thafvrst class.” 

Elizabeth allowed that he had given 
a very rational account of it, and they 
continued talking together with mu- 
tual satisfaction till supper • put an 
cud towards; - and gave the rest of the 
ladies their share of Mr. Wickham’s 
aTteutidijs. There could be no con- 
\ creation in the noise of Mrs. Philips’s 
supper party, but his maimers recom- 
mended him to every body. What- 
. \ he said, was said well; and what- - 
er he di(J, done gracefully. Eliza- • 
( tli went away with her head full of 
him. SJie could think of nothing but 
of Mr. Wickham, and of what he 1 had 
told her, all the, way home; ^btft there 
was not time for her ev,en to mentibn 
his name as they went, for neither 
Lydia nor ®|r. pQUinfe were once si- 
lent Lydia talked incessantly of lot- * 

/ * **?•, 
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tery tickets, of the fish she had lost 
and the fish she ha(| won, and Mr. 
ICollins, in describing the, civility of 
Mr. andJVfrs. Philips, protesting that 
he did not in the least regard his losses 
, at whist, enumerating all the dishes 
at supper, and repeatedly fearing that 
he cronded his cousins,' had usotfe to 
say than he could, well manage be- 
fore the carriage stopped at L«ng- 
hourn flouse. 


ch*p- n 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Elizabeth relafed to Jane the next 
day, what had passed between Mr. 
.Wickham and herself. Jane listened 
4 ^ith ^astonishment and concern; — she 
knew ’not how to believe. Jhat Mr. 
Darcy cquld be so unworthy of Mr. 
Bingl'e^’s regard; and yet, it was not 
in her nature to question the veracity 
of a young man of such amiable ap- 
pearance’ as Wickham. — The possibi- 
lity of his having really endured such 
unkin3ness, was endugh to interest all 
her tender feedings; and nothiug there- 
fore remained to be done, but to think 

t * 

well of them both^to defend the con- 
duct of cadi, and throw* into the ac- 
count of aceicleht^or mistake' whs£-\i 


evjfi -could not be otherwise explairfed. ’ 
r - :} ku . ’ “ Tflefr . 
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“ They have both,” said she, “ be£n 
Received, I dare say, jn some way or 
other, of which we can form uo id dak 
Interested people have perhaps mis- 
represented each to ^he other. It is, 
in short, impossible for us to conjecture 
the causes or circumstances which 
may have alienated them, without ac- 
tual blame on either side.” * • • ; 

“ Very true, indeed;— and now, fhy 
dear Jane, wbat have you |jot to say 
in behalf of the interested people who 
have probably been concerned in the 
business?— Do clear them too, f or we 
fehall be obliged < to think ill. of some- 
body.” 

** Laugh as much as you cbuse^ but , 
you will not laugh me dut of ify opi- 
nion. My, dearest Liszzfy, do 
sitter in what *a disgraceful -hgfit it 
places Mr. Darcy; to be,treatmg his 
'> father’s favourite in such % manner,: — 
one, whom his father bad promised to^ 
* provide 
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provide for. — It is hnpossibler No 
man of commpn humanity, no man 
'Who had any value foT his characteiy 
could bo capable of it. ( ’an his most 
intibiate friends be so excessively de- 
ceived in him ? oh! no.” 

“ I can much more easily believe 
Mr. Single y’s being imposed on, than 
Miat^Mr. Wickham should invent such 
anistoryof himself as he gave me last 
night; names, facts, every thing men- 
tioned -without ceremony. — If it be 
not. so* let Mr. Darcy <Oohtradict.it. 
Besides!, there was truth in bis looks.” 

" “ It is difficult indeed — it is dis- 
tressing. — One does not know what 
totfrfhk.” 

v» M 

:, *.l beg your pardon one knows 
ieicadtly wlwi to think.” 

‘ Btit Jane cOuld thhik with certainty 
ojrbtilv osepornlfr-— that Mr. Bingley, 
if fife had ‘btoeit ‘imposed on, would 

have much to suffer when the atfalr. 

. *• 

became public." 

k 3 The 
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? The two’ young ladies were suriri- 
moned from the shrubbery where this 
conversation passed, by the arrival-#® 
some of the very persons of whom 
they had been speaking; Mr. -Bing- ; 
ley and his sisters came to give their 
personal invitation - for the long ex- 
pected ball at Netherfield, which* Vv as 
fixed for the following Tuesday: The ;, 
two ladies were delighted to see the1r ; - 
dear friend again, called* it an age 
since they had met, and repeatedly 
asked what she had been doing with 
herself since their separation. 'To the 
rest of the family they paid little at- 
tention; avoiding Mrs. Bennetas much ! 
as possible, saying not much' to Eliza- 
beth, arid nothing at all to the Others. * 
.They were .soon gone again, rising*- 
fronv their seats- with an activity which'* 
took their brother /oy surprise;’ and 
hurrying off 1 as if eager' to ! escape- 
Tr6m Mrs. Helmet's civilities; . - 

The- 



'The prospect of the Nether held 
ball was extremely agreeable to every ; > 
feiXale of the family. Mrs. Ben net 
chose to consider it as given in com- 
pliment to her^eldest daughter, and 
was particularly ilattered by receiving 
the invitation from. Mr. Biugley him- 
jselfj instead ‘of a ceremonious card,. . 
Jane pictured to herself a happy even- . 

in the society of her two friends, 
and the attentions of their, brother; 
and. Elizabeth thought with pleasure, 
of daubing a great deal with Mr. 
Wj&.haru, and of seeing a confirma- 
tion of every thing in Mr. Darcy’s 
loots and behaviour. The happiness 
, anticipated by Catherine and Lydia, 
depended iests on any single etfent, or* 
any, particular person, for though they, 
egchi like Elizabeth, .meant to thjnce 
lisdf the evening writh Mr. Wickham, 
he was by nok means the only partner 
who cbuld Satisfy them, and a ball 
.x 4 • was 
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was at any rate, a ball. And evten 
Mary could assure her family that 
She had no disinclination for it. * 

“ While I can have- my mornings to 
myself,” said she, “ it is enough.— I 
think it no sacrifice -to join occasion- 
ally in evening engagements. Society 
has claims on us all; and I profess 
myself one of those who consider in- 
tervals of recreation and amusement 
as desirable for every body.” 

Elizabeth’s spirits were so high on 
the occasion, that, though she did not 
often speak unnecessarily to Mr. Col- 
lips, she could not help asking him 
whether he intended to accept Mr, 
Bingley’s invitation, and if he did* 
whether he would think' it proper] to 
join in the evening’s amusement ; aufi 
she was rather surprised to find4l}pf« 
he entertained no scruple wjiateyeron, 
that head, aarl \vas„\£ry far from, 
dreading a rebuke either from the 

Archbishop,. 
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Archbishop, or Lady Catherine de 
Bourgh, by venturing to dance. 

*VI am by no means of opinion, I as- 
sure you,” said hfe, “ that a ball of this 
kind, given by,a young man of cha- 
racter, to respectable people, can have 
any evil tendency; and I am so far 
.frofe Objecting to dancing myself that 
shall hope to be honoured with the 
hands of all my fair cousins in the 
course of the evening, and I take this 
opportunity of soliciting yours, Miss 
Elizabeth, for the two first dances es- 
pecially I — a preference which I trust 
my cousin Jane will attribute to the 
right cause, and not to any disrespect 
for he?.” ‘ 

Elizabeth felt herself completely 
taken in. fihe had fully proposed 
Beihg engaged by Wickham for those 
v^jry dances: — arfil to have. Mr. Col- 
lins instead !-*-lner liveliness had been 
never worse timed. There was.no, 
heffr for it however. Mr. WickhwiJs 
K 5 ha^pjness 
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happiness and her own was per force 
delayed a little longer, and Mr. Col- 
lins’s jproposal accepted vvith as g'^od 
a grace as she coufeL She was not 
the better pleased with his gallantry, 
from the idea it suggested of some- 
thing more. — It now first struck her, 
that she was selected froin amodg'her, 
sisters as worthy of being the mistregft, 
of Hansford Parsonage, and* of as- 
sisting to form a quadrille table at 
Rosipgs, in the absence of more eligi- 
ble visitors. : The idea soon reached 
to- conviction, as she observed h^ in- 
creasing civilities towards hetself ? ah^ 
heard Iris frequent attempt at a com- 
pliment on her wit and viyacit^j ,and • 
though, more astonished than gratified 
herself, fey -this effect of her charms, 

■« '' * tin 

it \Vas not long before her mother 
•gave her to underhand that the pro- 
bability of their marriage ya s exceed- 
ingly agreeable to her. Elizabeth hoyv- 
kTvr did not chuse to take the hiirit; 

beiner* • 
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be^ng well aware that a serious dis- 
pute must be the consequence, of any 
rejjly. Mr. Collins might never make 
the offer, and till he did, it was. use- 
less to quarrel spoilt him. 

If there had ilot been a Nctherfield 

ball to prepare ‘for and talk of, the 

younger Miss Bennets would have 

‘been in a pitiable state at this time, 

ier fibm the day of the invitation, to 

the day of the ball, there was such a 

succession of rain as prevented their 

walking to Meryton once; No aunt, 

no officers, no news could be sought 

after;— the very shoe-roses for Ne- 

thenfield were got by proxy. Even 

Elizabeth might have found some trial 

of her patience in* weather* which 

totally suspended the improyement of 

her acquaintance with Mf. WickHaro; 

and nothing less than a dr. nee' on 

Tuesday; ‘could^'fRtre luade such a 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Mon- , 

Sd^y , endurable to Kitty and Lydia. • 

^ Kd . CHAP- 

. • 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

1 .v, , 

Till Elizabeth entered the drawing- 
room at Nether field and looked in 
vain for Mr. Wickham among .the 
cluster of red coats there assembled,* 
a doubt of his being present had nev<3T 
occurred to her. The certainty of 
meeting him had not been checked by 
any of those recollections that might 
not unreasonably have alarmed her- 
She bad dressed w ith more than usual 
care, and prepared in the highe$t«epi- 
rits for the conquest of all thpt re- 
mainedrunsubdudd of his hearty trust- 
ing that jt was not more than might 
be won in the course of the evening* 
But" in an instant arose the dreadful 
suspicion of his beVh'g- purposely omit- 
ted for Mr. Darcy's pleasure in the 

Binglejd^ 
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Bangley’s invitation to the officers; 
and though this was not exactly the 
f£^e, the absolute, fact of his absence 
was pronounc^J, by his friend Mr. 
Denny, to whom Lydia eagerly ap- 
plied, and who told them that Wick- 
ham had been obliged to go to town 
on ‘business the day before, and was 
not yet returned; adding, with a sig- 
nificant smile, 

4 “I do not imagine his business 
would Have called him away just 
now; if he had not wished to avoid a 
certaingentleman here.” 

. This part of his intelligence, though 
unheard by Lydia, was caught by 
Elizabeth, and as it assured her that' 
Dancy was not less answerable for 
Wickham's .absence than if her first 
surmise had been jpst, every feeling 
Of displeasure a^aint the former was 
sltT sharpened- by^im mediate disap- 
pointment, that she could hardlyjre- 
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ply with -tolerable civility to. tire* polite 
incomes. which he directlyafterwards 
approached to make.— Atte o tion , for- 
bearance, patience i^th .Darcy, was 
injury. to Wickham." She was re- 
solved against any sort of conversa- 
tion with him, and turned away with 
a degree of ill humour, which, she, 
could not wholly surmount even in 
speaking to Mr. Bjugley,, whose blin€ 
partiality provoked her. 

; But Elisabeth was not formed for 
di-humour; and though every pro- 
spect of her own was .destroyed for the 
evening, it . could not dwell long on 
her spirits ; and having told all *her 
griefs to Charlotte Lucas, whom she 
had not-seen foya week, she was soon 
able ;to make a’ voluntary transition 
to the oddities qf her cousin, and to 
point him , out 0 her particular no- 
tice. The two. firs! dances, however, 
brought, a return of distress 1 '; they 
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wftre dances of mortification. Mir. 
Collnis, awkward and solemn; apolpa 
gisipg instead ot attending, and often 
moving wrdng'^it.hout being aware 
of it, gave her pll the shame and mi- 
sery which a disagreeable partner for 
a couple of dances Can give. The 
motnent of her release from him was 

i# 

eistijdy. 

' She- daiiced ne art with an officer, 
and had the refreshment of talking of 
Wickham, and of hearing that he Was 
universally liked. When thosedances 
were over she’ returned toCharlottei 
Lucas, *and was in conversation With 
her* when she found herself suddenly 
addressed by Mr. Darcy,’ who took 
heir' so : much* by surprise in hfs appli- 
cation for *hcr 1 hand, tjiat,' without 
knowing what she did,* she accepted 
fi" 0 .-!;" He waibe^ ^Way again inttrie- 
diatelji, ahd» site wil'S ‘left to fret over 
l her Own Wallt “df presence of mind ; 4 
Charlotte tried to console her. 

»“ I*dare 
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u I dare say you will find himvety 
agreeable.” 

t* Heaven forbid ! — That would "be 
the greatest misfortune of all 1 — To 
find a man agreeable whom one is de- 
termined to hate ! — Do not wish me 
such an evil.” 

When the dancing recommenced, 
however, and Darcy approached to 
claim her hand, Charlotte could not 
help cautioning her in a whisper not 
to be a simpleton and allow bar fancy 
for Wickham to make her appear un- 
pleasant in the eyes of a mail often 
times his consequence. Elizabeth - 
made no answer, and took her place 
in the set, amazed at the dignity 
to which she was arrived in being 
allowed to stand opposite to' Mr 1 ' 
Darcy, and heading in her neigh- 
bours’ looks their ggual amazement * 
in bebolding.it. 'fhey stood for some 
time without speaking awortT; and 
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she began to imagine that their, si- 
lence was to last through the t*ycr 
denfes, and at first was resolved not 
to break it; tily suddenly fancying 
that it would be the greater punish- 
ment to her partner to oblige him to 
talk, she made some, slight observation 
on the dance. He replied, and was 
silent, again, After a pause of some 
minutes she addressed him a second 
time with »• 

“ It is 'your turn to say something' 
now, IVfr. Darcy.—/ talked about the 
dance, and you ought to make some ; 
kind of .remark on the size of the 
rooffl.or die number of couples.” 

He* smiled, and assured her that 
whatever she Wished him to sayshould * 
be ‘ ; ■ ' 

-!*\>'V'ery well. — That^rfeply wiH % do 
for the p^ent,— ^Per|iaps by and bye ; 
I’ may obsdrvj}' .That private balls are* 
^quch f&msaliter than public ones*?*-' 

ivpmarhp silptit.” ’ ^ 

*<*Bo 
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. “ Do you talk by rule th£n, wlwle 
you are dancing 5” 

“ Sometimes. One mtt«t spe^k a 
little, you know., Ik .would look odd 
to be entirely silent for half an hour 
together, and yet for. t lie advantage of 
some, conversation ought to be so 
arranged as that they may base°the 
trouble of saying as. little as possi- 
ble.” . . r 

“ Are you consulting your own 
feelings in the present case, or do 
you imagine that you are gratifying 
mine?” ; 

“ Both,” replied Elizabeth archly ; 
“ for I have always seen a great simi- 
larity in the turn of our minds#-— We 
■ are each of an unsocial,' taciturn.. dis- 
position,* unwilling to speak, . unless 
we expfect to- something that will, . 
amaze the whoferoo.m, and be hand- 
.ed do wntOpos^nty tvith dlltihe eclat 
of, ^ proverb.” . . • - * • -v.* * ■ // 

. .. “ TJ#^ 
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“-'PhisliS novery striking resern- . 
blance of your own' character,* I. auqj 
sure,* saidbe^ ‘\H6w nesurit may be 
lb mine, Icannotpretend to say .— You 
think it a faithful portrait undoubt- 
e%.” ; \ 

“ I must not decide on my own per- 
formance.” •* 

V 

He Jnadeno answer, and they were 
again silent till they had gone down 
the dance*’ when he 'asked her if she 
and her sisters did not very often walk 
to. Mer^ ton. She answered in the 
affirmative, and, unable to resist the 1 ' 
temptation, added, “When yon* met. 
us there the other- day, tve had jnst 
. been forming a new ■ acquaintance.” 

The effect w&s homed i ate. A deeper 
shade of hauteur overspread his fea- 
tures, hut he said net^a* word, -and 
Ehzabetk tho ng ^.|yla yam g herself for 

t er ow njwg^ BffieSsi. could. not go on., 
it lenguvDaircy spoke, and in a cdjtr 
strained manner said, 

“ Mff. 
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• . “ Mr. W ffckham isbl^sserf witb r kfc!i 
happy* manners asmay ensure his 
molding friends-*— wt&thCr he may be 
equally capable oftgetainbig them, *is 
less certain.” , ' 

“ He has been so unlucky as to 
lose ybur friendship,” replied Eliza- 
beth with' emphasis, “ Uhd in a man- 
ner which he is likely to suffer from 
all his life.” ' * 

Darcy made no anfcwer.ahd seemed 
desirotts of changing the subject. At 
that moment Sir William Ltfcas ap- 
peared close to them; meaning to pass 
.through the set to the other side of 
the room; but oh perceiving 1 Mr. 
Darcy he stopt with a bow of superior , 
court e*ry to comptirherit him bn 1 his' 
dancing and MS partner. ' i: 

“ I have iHr^te -mbst highly gratified) 
indeed, myde»|^<; Sdfh Vet y sU- 
- perior dancing is nobbf&h&eetw h ‘ft- 
ia*hvident that you belOtig tb ' the *firs1r 
' ' circles. 
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cirdfeg* AHownwsto Bay, however, , 
that your- fair partner does not dls* * 
graco you, and *$jat I must hope to 
have this pleasureYdten repeated, es- 
pecially when a* certain desirable 
event, my dear Miss Eliza, (glancing 
at her sister and Bingley,) shall take 
place. .What songratulations will then 
flow ini i appeal Jto Mr. Darcy 
but let' me not interrupt you, Sir. — 
You will not thank me . for detaining 
you from the bewitching converse of 
that yoang lady, whose , bright eyes 
are also upbraiding me.” 

, ,The latter part of this address was . 
scarcely heard by , Darcy, but Sir 
.WiUiau#>tdWsiou to bis friend seemed 
tq, ; sb*ikn bbn 'forcibly* and bis eyes , 
were directed, with a very serious ex- 
pression towards Bbtgtoy and Jane, 
who 7 were, dancing toother. Iteeo- 
uefthg, gbbrtly, he^ 

turned $ E»spartn»r».and shid, f. . 

“ Sir 

i 
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“h&ix 'William’s interruption-has 
made me forget what we were talking 
•Qf.” 

“ I do not think we were speaking 
at all. Sir W illiam could not have in- 
terrupted any two people in the irooto 
who had less to say for themselves. — 
We have tried two or three subjects 
already without success, and what we 
are to talk of next I cannot imagine.” 

“What think you of books F’ said 
he, smiling. j 

“ Books — Oh ! no. — I am sure' We 
never read the same, or not with the 
same feelings.’* - , 

“I am sorry you think so; -but if 
that be the case, there can at- least be. 
no want5of subject.— ^-Werpay compare 
our difiTerentopimohs.”" ■' 

“f-No — 1 e^pp.ot talk of books jh ,s a 
ball-room; mj* head is always frill of 
something 

. y?' The present always dooripieS ‘you 

■t ' * . 

in 
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in.Wch; scenes— does it ?” said he, 
will) a look of doubt. . = , • 

.“.Yes, always^ she replied, with- 
out, knowing wEht shesaid, for her 
thoughts had wandered far from the 
subject, as soon afterwards appeared 
by her s uddenly exclaim ing, “ 1 remem- 
ber hearing you once say, Mr. Darcy, 
that you hardly ever,) forgave, that 
your ’resentment once created was 
unappeasable. You .are very cau- 
tious, 1 Suppose, as to its being cre- 
ated” • 


“1 anjj” said he,;withahrni voice. 
And never allow yourself -to be > 
blinded by prejudice ?”. 

“I h©penot.”L 


.,‘j‘jJt is ; p&ti,cularly incumbent on 
those who never change their opi- 
nion, to be secpre ufjpdgiog property 
atfhrst'”,,^ 

•** Majf Le|j^to ivfiat these ques^- 
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( “ Merely to tlie illustration of yoi 

7* eoirf oKa on^QVAiirinnr 


ur 

kjjiracter,” said she, endeavouring to 
s^ake off her gravity. “ I ana t^yiijg 
to make it out” f ' 

44 And what is yoli'r success?” 

She shook her head. “ I do not 
get on at ail. I hear such different 
accounts of you as puzzle me, ex- 
ceedingly.” „ 

44 1 can readily believe,” ansivered 

he gravely, “ that report may vary 

greatly with respect to nie; and I 

could wish, Miss Bennet, that you 

were not to sketch my character at 

the present moment, as there' is rea- 
• « 

son to fear that the performance 
would reflect no credit on either.” 

“ But if I do nbt take<.y6ur likeness? ‘ 
now, I may never have another oppor- 
tunity.” * = f 

A 1 would byino means suspend any 
pleasure of ywdfe h> ^-41^ replied. 

no more, an&^wey went 1 
\ down 


SIk^ said 
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doVn the other dance and parted (iii. 
silence: on each side dissatisfied, 
though not to arii-equal degree, for in 
Darcy’s breast there was a tolerable 
powerful feeling towards her, which 
soon procured her pardon, and di* 
rected all his anger -against another. 

They had riot long separated when 
Miss $ingley came towards her, and 
wfth an expression of civil disdain 
thus accosted her, 

J 

“ So, Miss Eliza, I hear you are 
quite delighted with George Wick- 
ham ! — Your sister has been talking 
to me about him, and asking me a 
thousaud questions; and 1 find that 
•the yotmg man forgot to tel^ you, 
among his other communications, that 
he was the son of old Wickham, the 
late Mr. Darcy’s steiWa. Let ifte 
recoinmen^»you ^bowe**e’Sf as a friend, 
not to giv^- jj&iriicit confidence to r 
ins assertions ; for as to JV^r. Darcy's * 
•vos.. i. c ' v - usir^ 
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^sjjng ltitfi ill, it is perfectly false; for, 
o(i the contrary, he has been always 
remarkably kind -if? him, though 
George Wickham has treated Mr. 
Darcy in a most infamous manner. I 
do not know the particulars, but 1 
know very well that Mr. Darcy is not 
in the least to blame, that he waYinot 
bear t.o hear George Wickham^ men- 
tioned, and that though my* brother 
thought he could not well avoid in- 
cluding him in his invitation to the 
officers, he was excessively' glad, to 
find that he had taken himself out of 
* the way. His coming into the coun- 
try at all, is a most insolent thing in- 
deed, and I wonder how he could, 
presume to do it I pity vow; Miss 
Eliza, for,, this discovery of you o fa- 
vourite’s gufe? but really eimsideranlg 
his desceut^Ngne epukl„rjot expect 
v “*,much betted” 

, “ Ilis gyiilt and his descent appear 

\ .-‘by 



( 219 ) 


by your account to be the same,” sju<^ 
Elizabeth angrily ; “ for I have heartl 
you accuse him of nothing worse than 
of being the sou of Mr. Darcy’s stew- 
ard, and of that., ,1 can assure you, he 
informed me himself.” 

“ 1 beg your pardon,” replied Miss 
Bindley, turrfing away with a sneer. 

“ Excuse my interference. — It was 
kindly meant.” 

“ Insolent girl !” said Elizabeth to 
herself. — “You are much mistaken* 


if you expect to influence me by such 
a paltry* attack as this. I see no- 
thing in it but your own wilful igno- ’ 
ranee and the malice of Mr. Darcy.” 
.She tlten sought her eldest sister, 
who bad undertaken to make inqui- 
ries on the saJme subject of Bingley. 
Jane met her with a* sjfnle of sueh 
sweet cOmplacepcv, a* glow of such 
happy exj^festfion, as\ Sufficiently 
marked how well ‘she w^s satisfi^tlj, 
h 2 * ■ wijJf' 
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fjhq. occurrences of the evening.— Kli- 
zstoeth instantly read her feelings, 
and at that, moment solicitude, for 
Wickham, resentment against his ene- 
mies, and every thiqg else gave way 
before the hope of Jane’s being in the 
fairest way for happiness. 

“ I want to know,” said she, with a 
countenance no less smiling than her 
sister’s, “ what you have learnt about 
Mr. Wickham. But -perhaps, you 
have been too pleasantly engaged to 
think of any third person ; in which 
case you may be sure of niv -pardon.” 

“ No,” replied Jane, “ I- have not 
forgotten him ; but 1 have nothing -sa- 
tisfactory to tell you. Mr; Bjngtey „ 
does not know the whole of his -histo- 
ry, and is ..quite ignorant & f the qir- 
cuihstances^whkh have principally 
offended Mr\ Darc^ hhti he will 
'^ouch for thf good the pro- 

Jmy and hopoiir of his friend, and is 

perfectly 
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perfectly convinced that Mr. Wjc^* 
ham has deserved, much less attefi- 
rioi^fromMr. t)arcy than he has de- 
ceived; and I am sotry to say that 
by his account as well as his sister’s, 
Mr. Wickham is by no means a re- 
spectable young than. I ram afraid 
he hats been Very imprudent, and has 
deserved -to lose Mr. Darcy’s regard ” 

“ Mr. Biugley does not know Mr. 
Wickham himself?” 

“ No; he never saw him till the 
other morning at Meryton.” •' •; 

. **This account then is what he has 
receited*from Mr. Darcy. 1 am per* 
fcctfy satisfied. But what does he 
say of the diving Rf ’ , 

‘ “ He does not exaetly recoflect thef 
circWmstancbSj though he has heard 
thetn fwrh MrrDarcyip’ore than once, 4 
bnt he beljevecthat St' was left to him 
cofiditiomdiy * only.” ' • \ ’ s 

• havebot^aldoubt of Mr. Bfo g- 
l 3 ley’s 
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s sincerity,” said .Elizabeth wattn - 
ly'; “but you ngist excuse my not 
being- convinced by .assurances Only. 
Mr. Bingley's defence of his friend 
was a very able one* I dare say, but. 
since be is unacquainted with several 
parts of the story? and has learnt the 
rest from that friend hifnself, i jfhall 
venture still 'to think of both gentle- 
men as I did before.” 

She then changed the discourse to 
one more gratifying to each, and on 
which there could be no difference of 
sentiment.' Elizabeth listened with 
•delight to the happy, though modest 
hopes which Jane entertained of 
Bingley’s regard, and said all-in her 
> power* to heighten her confidence in 
it. . On tljeir being joined by Mr. 
Bindley himfcelfi Elizabeth withdraw 
to Miss Lucs^ to whqse^inquiry after 
-tlie pleasantness of’her last partner 
^sIn? had scarcely replied, before Mr. 

Collins 
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Collins caiue up to them and told her 
vv ith great exultation that he had jirtt 
been so fortunate as to make a mpst 
important discovery. 

“ 1 have found out,'' said he, “ by 

t 

a singular accident, that there is now 
in the room a near relation of my pa- 
troaess. 1 happened to overhear the 
’gentleman himself mentioning to the 
young. lady who does the honours of 
this, house tire names of his cousin 
Miss d<? Bourgh,- and of her mother 
Lady ‘Catherine. How wonderfully 
these, sort of tilings occur! Who 
would |iave thought of my 'meeting 
with — perhaps — u nephew of Lady 
Catherine de Bourgh in this assem- 
bly! — 1, am ‘most thankful that the 
discovery .is. made in time forme t <j\ 
pay my respects to him/ which, I am#* 
now going; to do, aud trust he will ex- 
dUse my not having dope" it before. 
My total ignorance ofYhc conuetjioir, 
, fnust plead my apology’’ 
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** Hon are not gom£ to introduce 
yeanseifto Mr. Darcy ?” 

- "Indeed I am. I shall intreat tiis 
pardon fcrtiot having dob e'it earlier. 
T believe him to be LadyCatherhie*s 
nephew. It will be jri my power to 
assure him that her ladyship was- 
quite well yesterday se’nnight^v •• 
Elizabeth 4ried hard to dlSSudder 
him from such a scheme; assuring 
him that Mr. lWby ; Would Consider 
his addressing him without introduc- 
tion as an impertinent freedom; rather 
than a compliment 4b his aunt v that 
H was not in the least necessary thdTfe 
should be aify notice On either Side, 
and that if it were, rt must belohg to 
Mr. Darcy, the ^iiperibr in eOn&:-“ ; 
1 quence, .to beginthl acquainta'rfdi^ 
l Mr. Oollins -listebecl^ to K&^Wiftffhe 
determined air ot following hie obn 
inclination, and when she 1 ceased 
• shaking, repKeiflhul; ^ Jt: h 3 “' r 

“ t “’ ■' “My. 
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*• My dear Miss Elizabeth* ! have 
the highest opinion mtheworhi^jf 
your excellent judgment in nutters 

within the scope of your understand- 
ing, but permit me to say that there 
must be a wide difference between 
the, established 'forms of ceremony 
amongst the, laity, 1 and those which 
•regulate the clergy* for jgive me leave 
to observe that l consider the clerical 
office asequalinpoint of dignity with 
the : highest rank in the kingdom— 
provided that a proper humility of be- 
haviour is at tbe same time main- 
tained. . You , must therefore allow 
me jo fallow the dictates of my con- 
fciienpe onjbi.s occasion, w'hich leads 
me to perfpwuwhat 1 look pn as a 
poipt °( ?ardop, me for neg*. , 

l^tipgtaprp^tfcyydur advice, which 
9 P . every other putyect,, shall -4^ 
my constant ( ^guide, .jfchough in the 
case before flsl cop^&myself more 

V 5 V fll&3 
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fitted by education and habitual 1 study 
to decide on what is right than a 
young lady like yourself.” And .with 
a low -bow he left her to attack Mr. 
Darcy, whose- reception of his ad- 
vances she eagerly watched, and 
whose astonishment at being so ad- 
dressed was very evident. Her cou- 
sin prefaced bis speech with a solemn 
bow, and though she could not hear 
a word of it, she felt as if hearing it 
all, and saw indie motion ofhis lips 
the words “apology*'’ ** HwnsfOrd,” 
mtd“ Lady Catherine de Bourgh.’ -— 
It vexed her to see him expose himself 
to such a man: Mr. Darcy was* eye- 
ing him With unrestrained ; wonder, 
and when at Iasf ;Mr. Godins •alkfwed- 
him timeto speak*repiie.dwifch an air 
of distant cftdlityv / > i Mr. CoMmsphow- 
ever, was not discouidged’from speak- 
ing again# and Mr. Darcy’S contempt 
seemed abundantly increasing with 
*'*'• the' 



\ m? ) 
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the length of his second speech, at)d 
at the end of it he only made him* a 
slight how, and moved another way. 
iWrrCoUins then returned to Eliza- 
beth. %.■ •• ,V*i 

I: have no teason, I assure you,” 
said he, “ to be dissatisfied with my 
reception. ,Mr. Darcy seeiued much 
•pleased with the attention. He an- 
swered me with the utmost civility, 
und eveh paid me the compliment of 
spying, thatbe was teo well conviueed 
of ! Lady Catherine’s discernment as 
to he eertaki she could never beteow 


a tavouruu worthily. It was really sa 
very hamlaome thought. " Upon the 
whole* I am muck pleased with litm.” 

> .As Elizabeth hafd no longer any in- 
terest herowu.to purse e*she turned^ 


her! attention ahnostentfrely op her* 
sister and Mr^Bingley, and the tfam 
«f ! , agreeable : Vtflecdqris which her 
observations' gavebk'ti^to, made hgr^ 
l 0 perhaps 1 ' 



«38 ) 

perhaps almost as happy os Jam?- 
She saw her ia idea settled in that 
Very? house in all the felicity which a 
marriage of true affection could' be- 
stow; and she felt capahleunder such 
circumstances, of endeavouring even 
tpi like Bingley’s two sisters. Her 
mother’s thoughts she , ^plainly saw 
were bent th£ same way, and she do-* 
termined not to venture near het, lest 
#he mjghtheartop much. Whentbey 
down,. to supper, therefore, she 
K?OU«idered it a most uulucky per- 
retWPess which placed theei withiu 
&&;#f each other ; , and deeply was 
«he vexed to find that her motkernwas 
talking to that oue person (Lady Lu- 
cas/ frtjeljv iopeiiiy^iand ,of i«tqthing 
4eljae hnt.of her -ex paetation.-that Jane 
wou^ he sppn married toMr>; Bing- 
fey.— .It iW»» . m aftinantiug! subject, 
ai»d Mrs. Benaet seemed incapable of 
fatigue while ^numeratidg the advan- 
! ' c tagejs 
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tqges of the match. His befog Such 
a charming’ young man, and So rieft, 
jmd living but three miles from them, 
were the first points of self-gratulft- 
tion; and then it wis-euch acoriffort 
to think how* fond the two sisters 
were of Jane, and to be certain that 
they must desire the connection as 
■ much as she could do. , It was, more- 
over^* such a promising thing for her 
younger daughters, a» Jane’s marrying 
so greatly must throw them in the 
way of other rich men; and lastly, it 
was so. pleasant at her time of life to 
li able to consign her single daugh- 
ters to the care Of their sister, that 
she might not be obliged to go into 
compan f more than she liked. It was 
necessary *tp make thie» circumstance 

a Tnattet* of pleaehro, because opsucl^ 
Occasions it ii)> the etiquette ; ' bufno 
one wad ies S nfceiy thah jMrs. Behnet 
to find cmidbrt inistaypig at 
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Any period of her life. She concluded 
with many good wishes that Lady 
Lucas might soon be equally fortu- 
nate, though evidently and triumph- 
antly believing -there was no chance 
of it 

•In vain did Elizabeth endeavour to 
check the rapidity of her mother’s 
words, or persuade her -to describe’ 
her felieity in a less audible whisper; 
for to her inexpressible vexation, she 
could perceive that the chief of it was 
overheard by Mr. Darcy, w ho tsat op- 
posite to them. Her mother only 
scolded her for being nonsensical. * ■ l 
“ What is Mr. Darcy to iney ppay, 
that I should be afraid of him ?, l am 
sure we- owe bim no such particular 
civility as to be obliged to say nothing 
^enjfiy aot hke toifiear. ’-j ;v,c o:U 
^ For heaven’s sake^nmdaaMspqak 
lower>-rWhat advantage can itdxe to 
■^rqu to offend Mr. >I)arcy?**»*You wdl 

neves ; 
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in recommend yourself tolrisfriend 
by so doing.”*- 

# Nothing that she could say, how- 
eve?, had any influence. Her mothei 
would talk of her Views in the satnf 
intelligible tone. Elizabeth blushed 
and blushed again with shame and 
vexatjon. She could not help fre- 
quently glancing her eye at Mr. Dar- 
cy, though every glance convinced 
her of what she dreaded; for though 
he wad wot always looking at her mo- 
ther; she was convinced that liis at- 
tention. -was invariably fixed by i her. 
The expression of his face changed 
gradually - from indignant contempt 
fce>a composed and steady gravity. ■ 
At length' however Mrs- fiennet 
had* noraore to say; and Lady Lucas, 
who had been* long yarning ,^tth« 
repetition ofi^elights which She saw 
fio likelihood »f -sharing, was left to 
the comforts*ofcqkl hhfir and chicken 
' \ liliza«rtl, 
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Elizabeth now began to revive, fijut 
not long was the interval of tranquil- 
lity; for when supper was over, sing- 
ing was talked of, and she had* the 
mortification of 1 seeing Mary, after 
very little entreaty, preparing to oblige 
the company. By many significant 
looks and silent entreaties, did j she 
endeavour to .prevent such a proof of 
.complaisance, — but in vain; Mary 
would not understand them; such an 
opportunity of exhibiting was delight- 
ful to her, and she began her song. 
Elizabeth’s eyes, were fixed ;®n. her 
with most painful sensations; and she 

I I 

watched her progress through the se- 
veral stanzas withan impatience, w^ich 
was very ill .rewarded at their close; * 
for Mary, on receiving amongst; the 
thanks of ttfetahie, thehipt of a, hope 
Iftht she might be pre^aile<lpp toja-, 
your them agsqn* after thepause.of 
. half a min utebegan, anofhe*. Mary’s 

power* 
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powers Were by no means flttetLfor* 
such a'display; her voice was weak, 
and her manner' affected .—Elizabeth 
was inagonies. She looked .atJane, 
to See how she bore itr butJSnewas 
very composedly, talking to Bingley. 
She looked at hi* two sisterg, and saw 
them making signs of derision at each 
other, and at Darcy, who continued 
however impenetrably grave. She 
looked ht heir father to entreat his in* 
terferencd, lest Mary should be sfeg- 
ing all night. He took the hint, and 
when Mary" had finished her second* 
song, said ^lond, ' ' ! ■ 

“ That will do extremely well, child; 
You hare delighted ns long enough. 

' Lot the other'ybung ladies have time 
to erhibit:" . V ; i 
^Maty, though pretending notJt^, 
heat/ Was somewhat disconcerted; 
aftdfShrabeth soriy for he,r,atid sorry 
for her fatherW speech, was afraid hg£ 

anxiety 
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anxiety had done no good.; — Olliers 
Vf the party were now applied to. 

If I,” said Mr. Collins, “ wece #o 
fortunate as to be able to si'ng, 1 
should have great pleasure, I am sure, 
in obliging the company with an air; 
for I , consider music as a very inno- 
cent diversion, and perfectly compa- 
tible with the profession of a clergy- 
man. — 1 do not mean however to as- 
sert that we can be justified in .de- 
voting too much of our timd.to music, 
for there are certainly other things to 
be attended: to. i The rector,. of a pa- 
,rish has much to do. — In, the first 
place, he must make such an agree- 
ment for tythes as may be beneficial 
to himself and not offensive to his pa- 
tron. He must write his own ser- 
^uons; and the time that remains will 
not be too much for h^s parish duties, 
and the Care and improvement of Bis 
jhyelling, which heeanaot.be excused 
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from making as comfortable as possi- 
ble. And 'I do not think it of light 
importance that *he should have- atten- 
tive and conciliatory manners ! to- 
wards every bo<Jy, especially towards 
those to whom die owes his prefer- 
ment. 1 cannot acquit liipi of that 
duty; nor could I think well of the 

man who should omit an occasion ed 
•» 

testifying his respect towards any 
body connected with the family.” And 
with a bow to Mr. Darcy, he con- 
cluded* his speech, which had been 
Rpoken *SG loud as to 1 be heard by 
half the rodm.— Many stared. — Many, 
smilhd; but no one looked more amu- 
sed than Mr. Bennet biinself, while 
his wife seriously commended Mr. 
Collins for Iravingspokenso sensibly, 
arid 'Observed irt a* half-whisper. J*v 
Lady Lupas, £hathe was a remark- 
ably clever, good kind 1 of .young man. 

Elizabeth ibappeared, that,|a.d { 
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her family made an agreement tb' ^x- 
pq$e themselves as inucii astheycduld 
during » : the evening, it would *' have 
h&eninapossible for them: to play then* 
parts with mote spirit, or finer suc- 
cess 5 . and happy did sh e think it for 
Eingley and hersister that some Of 
theexhjbition had escaped hi* notice, 
and that hi* feelings were not of a sort 
to .1)0 . .much distressed by ; the folly 
which he must have witnessed, That 
hi* two sisters and Mr. Darcy,how»- 
eveivshauld haves«ch an opportunity 
of, ridiculing ,her ; relations Was. bad 
. enough, and she qould not determine 
whether the silent contempt of the 
gentleman, or fehe iittalent srwilesof 
the ladies, weie- more mte&esafeled^ 

, The rest of the evening hfought ber 
sUtde amusement# Shews® teazled by* 
Mi-.. Collins, -vvho.icoRtinmd roOstperi- 
severingly hy her side^andithOugh Jbe ; 
^ cpuld not prevail : witbl her ? to dsnee 

viifc 
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with' him again, put it outofher pmr&r’’ 
to dance with others, lnvain did sho 
entreat him to stand up with Some- 
body else, and offer t<? introdtfoehim 
to any young lady m the rodirt. He 
assured her that.’ as to dancing, he 
was perfectly indifferent to it; ; that 
his chief object was by delicate attend 
tjons to recommend himself to her 1 , 
and that he should therefore make a 
pohtt • of remaining close to Her the 
whoteevemng. There was no argtt^ 
mg npod such a project. She owed 
her greatest; relief to her- friend Miss 
Imcas, who often joined them, and* 
goodfiatnredly eng&gedMr. Collins’s 
, conversation.' toherself. • 

S he was least free from ’the of- 
fenceof Mr;* Darcy’s farther ’notice; 
thoiigheftea standing within a very; 
shoqt distance .of heiVquite disen- 
gaged^he rievqr came near, enough to 
sgeakL She' feltitto be the probajde 
"* “ fonseqUenee 
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"conseqttehce of her allusions to*Mr. 
Wickham, and rejoiced in it. 

■The JLongbOurn party were the last 
of all the company to depart; and by 
a manoeuvre of Mrs,- Bennet had to 
wait for their carriages a quarter of 
an hour after every body else was 
gone, which gave thenft time* t<5 see 
how heartily’they were wished^ away 
by some of the family. ]VJrs. Hurst 
and her Sister scarcely opened- their 
mouths -except to complain of fatigue, 
and were evidently impatient'to have 
the house to themselves. They re- 
pulsed every attempt of- Mrs. Bennet 
at conversation, and by so ’doing, 
threw a languor over the whole party, . 
which was very little relieved 1 by the 
long speeches of Mr. Collins, who 
■ivas-’ complimenting’ 'Mr : Biftgley and 


his sisters on. tbeeleganCe of their en- 
tertainment, Ond the hpspitality and 
politeness which had marked 

\ ^ II’ 0^ ~ 

behaviour ' 
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behaviour to their guests. Darcy said* 
nothing at all. Mr. Bennet,- in: equal 
silence, was enjoying the scene. Mr. 
Bingiey aud Jane were standing toge- 
ther, a little detached from the rest, 
and talked only to, each other. Eliza- 
beth preserved as steady a silence as 
either Mrs. Hurst or Miss Bingiey; 
and even Lydia was too much fa- 

jf, * 

tigned to utter more than the occa- 
sional- exclamation of “ Lord, hovy 
tired I am 1” accompanied by a vio- 
lent yavfn. 

, When.at leugth they arose to take 
leave, Mr{s.:Bennet was most pressing- . 
ly citlil inBer hope of seeing tlie whole 
family «sooo at Loagboum ; and ad- 
dressed.herseif particularly to Mr. 
Bingiey, to assure him how happy, he 
would make thmn, By eating a family 
dinner tyit^ tkematany time, without 
the.ceremoayvof a fonnaL invitation. 
Bindley was 4ll grateful pleasure, npd 

.»SC . ' . 

he 
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tie readily engaged for taking the ear- 
liest opportunity of waiting on her, 
after his return from ‘London, whither 
he was obliged, to go the nex£ day 
for a short time. , 

Mrs. Bennet was perfectly satisfied; 
and quitted the house under the de- 
lightful persuasion that, allowing for 
the necessary preparations of settle- 
ments, new carriages and wedding 
clothes, she should undoubtedly see 
her daughter settled at Netherfield, in 
the course of three or four *months. 
Of having another daughter married 
. to Mr. Collins, she thought \yith equal 
certainty, and with considerable, 
though not equal, pleasure. Elizabeth 
was thfe least dear to her of all her 
children; and though theman and die 
match were quite good enough for 
her, the worth of each w$s eclipsed 
by Mr. Bingley and Netherfield. * 
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CHAPTER XIX 

. %' * 

The next day opened a new. scene at 
Longbqurn. ,Mr. Collins made liis 
declaration in form. . Having resolved 
to do *lt without loss of time, as his 
leave $f absence extended only to the 
following "Saturday, and having no 
feelings of diffidence to make it dis- 
tressing jto himself oven at the mo- 
ment, he set about it in a very order- 
ly manner, with all the observances 
which J& e supposed a regular part of 
'the business. On finding Mrs* Ben- 
net, Elizabeth** and one of tfye younger 
girls together, soon after. breakfast, 
he addressed the mother in these 

j • 

words, . 

' “ May I hope, Madam, for your ii> • 
tvith your fair daughter Elfza-- 
vol. j. M s beth\ 
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beth, vvhen I solicit for the honour of 
a ^private audience with her iij, the 
corn’s® of this morning ?” t 

-• Before Elizabeth had time for any 
thing, but a blush of surprise, Mrs. 
Bonnet instantly answered, 

, : 4 -Oh dear! — Yes — certainly.— 1 am 
sure Lizzy will be very happy — I am 
sure she can have no objection. — 
Gome, Kitty, I want youihp t-gtairs." 
And gathering her work together, she 
was hastening away, when Elizabeth 
called out, 

7 i 

“ Dear ' Majam, do, not ^go;— I beg 
yOu will not, go. — Mr. Collins, must 
excuse me.— He eau have nothing to 
say tb me that any 'body need nof 
bear. : I gun going away my self.”. 

* No, . no,' nonsense,) Lizzy h-I 40- 
sire you wiH stay where; you are,” — 
And upon Elizabeth’s seeming fealty, 
^Sfvith vexed and embarrassed looks, 
abbot to. escape, she added, “ JuizS'Y, 1 

• insist 



ui.mt upon your staying and hearing 

Mr. .Collins.” * 

• _ • 

Elizabeth would not oppose such 
,m injunction — and a moment’s con- 
tiion making her also sensible 
would be wisest to get it over 
•>*> op and. as quietly as possible, 

* .sat down again, and.tried to coa* 
bf iucessant employment the feel- 
ings vdriSJi were divided between dis- 
tress and* diversion. Mrs. . Bernvet 
and Kitty walked off, and as soon as 
they \\ei;p gone Mr. Collins began. 

“ Btrieve me, mv dear Miss Eliza- 
both, »that your modesty, so far from 
doing ypu any disservice, rather adds 
to your other perfections. \ouVould 
Jiave been less amiable in my eyes 
bad there not been this little mflvil- 
lmgness; but allow me to, assure you 
that I have your, respected* mother’s 
perniissiou fer thi» address. Yop. 

. riljf'hardly doubt the purport of / my • 
m 2 * xjiscoifrse. 
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discourse, however your natural ‘de- 
licacy may lead you to dissemble; 
my attentions have been too merited 
to be mistaken: Almost as soon as I 
entered the house I* singled you out 
as the companion ‘of my future life. 
But before 1 am run away with by my 
feelings on ^this subject, perhaps it 
will be advisable for me to state my 
reasons for marrying— andymbreover 
for coming into Hertfordshire with 
the design of selecting a wife, as I 
certainly did:” ^ 

The idea of Mr. CoHins, with all 
his solemn composure, being rtin 
away with by his feelings, made Eli- 
zabeth so neatr laUghing that 1 she 0 
could not use the 1 Short pause he al- 
lowed in &ny aftemptfo £top ldbi 1 far- 
ther, and he continued:' ' :Mi - 1 ’ ' 

’ , “ My reasbns for riiarryiii^ are^rtt, 
that 1 think if g rtghf^Mnl fof every 
'clergyman in eas f y ciiCtiilistarirr^^jike 

myself) 
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myself) to set the example of* matri- 
mony in his parish. Secondly, that. 

1 anfcpnvinced it will add very great- 
ly to* my happiness; and thirdly — 
which perhaps l ought* to have men- 
tioned earlier, that it is the particular 
advice and recommendation of the 
verylipble lady whom .1 have the ho- 
nour, , of calling patroness. Twice 
has she condescended to give me her 
opinion (unasked top !) on this sub- 
ject; and it was but the very Satur- 
day nigRt before I left Hunsford — be- 
tween . otir, pools at quadrille, while 
Mrs. Jenkinsop was, arranging Miss ' 
de; Bourgh’s foot-stool, that she said, 
.‘Mr, Collins, jou must marry. A 
clergyman like you - .must marry. — 
C/bUjip properly, chuse a# gentlewo- 
man for. my sake;. and for your oum, 
let^her be* an active, , useful sort of 
- persotpupt bought up high, but able 
tp makp a $majl ibcotne go a go<5»j - 
m 3 , • wav^ 
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way. 'If his is ray advice. * Findtsheh 
a? woman as soon aS y<ra can, brio®: 
her to IlunsfOrd, and I wiH' visit he*. 5 
Allow me, by the way; to Observe, ray 
-fair cousih, that I do.not reckon the 
notice* and kindness of Lady Cat he- 
rine de Bonrgh as among the least of 
the advantages in my ptower to oiler- 
You will find her manners beyond 
any thing 1 can describe; and your 
wit and vivacity 1 think Wsi>*$»e ac- 
ceptable to her, especially ^rhen tem- 
pered with the silence and'respect 
which her rank will inevitably excite. 

■ Thus much for my general, intention 
in favour of matrimony; it remans to 
be told why my. viewe were directed 
to Long-bourn ‘ instead of my own 
neighbourhood, %here ’I assureyOh 
there are man y amiable ytrang women . 
But the factds, that beings as I ara, : to 


hiberit this estate' after* the death of 

J r \i # * 

ydu^ honoured father, (Who, ho^er#. 
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inactive many years longer,) i could 
not satisfy myself without resolving 
tq chose a wife from among his daugh- 
ters, 'that the loss to, them might ho 
<qs little as possible, wlten the melan- 
choly event takes t place: — which, how- 
ever, as 1 have already said, may not 
be for several years. This has beep, 
iny motive, rpy fair cousin, and 1 flab* 
ter myself it will not sink me in your 
esteem^ And now, nothing remains 
forme haft to assure yon in the, most 
animated language of, the violence of 
my affection, .Tafortupe l apiper- 
feGtly indifferent, a^d shall make no. 
demand of that nature on your father, 
since? I> am well aware that it could 

• f • s ' 

nob be complied with ; and. that; ope 
thousand pounds, ip the 4 pep cents, 
which/wiilnot be yours t till after'your- 
motlmi’s .decease, is all that' you may 
ever be entitled; to.. Op. that head, 
therefore, ,1 shall bp pniformly sil^pt; 

m 4 _ •* ^md 
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am} yoiW tria^ afesureyourself that* ho 
ungenerous reproach shall ever pass 
my-lips when we are married.” * • 
It Was absolutely necessary t& in- 
terrupt Frith no'w. 

^ You are too hasty, Sir,” she cried. 
'* You forget that I have made ho an- 
swer. Let me do it without farther 
loss of time. ‘Accept my thanks for 
the compliment you are paying^ me! 
fam very sensible of th'c howouh-of 
your proposal Si but it is infj^js^ihfi 
for me to do 1 OtherWise thau liefclitte 
them." 1 ''' ? * ,J ' a -~ 
“ I am'not ndwto l&afrri,’! 'reeled 
Mr. Collins; with a formal ' wat*4 of 
the hand, *“ that it ih u 
ladies to reject tlie addresses bf tti& 
man whom jthey sectetl y* iriehn * to* W- 
ce^t,Vhen he fir^t applies fair' their 
favour ; and fhat sotnetimec the' rhfiSi 
s4l is repeated a seoO^d 'or fevfefr h 
; fMid^time. I bin* thWefdre 1 

’ ’ ' means 
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mpaqs discouraged by what you have 
just said, and shall hope to lead you 
tp the altar ereiong.” 

“ Upon my word. Sir,” cried Eli- 
^zabeth, “ your hope is v rather an ex- 
traordinary one after my declaration. 

I do assure you tfyat I am not one of 
those .young ladies (if such young 
'ladies there are) \vhoar.e so daring as 
to risk their happiness on the chance 
i of-beiB g^asked . a second time. 1 ana 
perfectly^serious in my refusal. —Lou 
cov^ld not make me happy, and I am 
convinqsd that I am the last woman 
in the world who would make you so.. 
—Nay, were ypur friend Lady Ca- 
therijae to know me, l am persuaded 
she would find me in. every respect 
ill qnalified for, the^itpation.” 

, “i li^ere it certaip that Lady* Gathe- ; 
r^C j would thinh §o,” igaidi, Mr.. Chi- 
ps yarygraYely— “ but 1 cannot ima- 

‘ ^^P would a * # ■ 

M 5 disa^pcpfre 
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i, 

disapprove of you. And yoii^tfiay 
be certain that when J have the ho- 
nour of seeing her again Lsfaall speak 
.in the highest terms. of yourmode&ty, 
economy, and other amiable qualities-, 
lions.” I--.-. 

> i “ Indeed,. Mr. Collins, all praise of 
me will be unnecessary.. .You <qmst 
give me leave to judge for myself, and 
pay me the compliment of believing 



hand, do all in my power to. prevent 
your; being otherwise, i tin making me 
the offer, you. musthavesailisfiedthe 
delicacy of your feelings with regard 
to my f&nrily,and may take pos.^essioa 
of Longbouruesfate whenever it falls, ‘ 
w ithout aay self-?reprpaeb. This mat- 
ter iqay he tjonsid^ed, tlrerefore^ 
finally settled.” And rising as, -she 
tlius spoke v s*be wo«ld have^itttd 
%ri room, had-not. Mi4%UiftJbtbs*5 

adJt^ c ‘;d her. 


“ When 
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J‘ When I do myselfthehonour; of 
speaking to you next on tkis.su bject 
I sl^all hope to receive a more favour- 
able,, answer than you have now given 
^me; though I ain. far ^from accusing 
you of cruelty* at present, because I 

know it. to be the .established custom 
\ ' 

of your Sex, to reject a man on the 
•first application, and, perhaps you 
have J even now said as much to en- 
Ti^ fagfe'my, sq it as. would be consist- 
*"ent wjtfiTthe true delicacy of the fe- 
male character.” . 1 ’ 

“Ready, Mr. Colling” cried Eliza- 
beth with soma Warmth, “you puzzle 
me ^exceedingly t If what I have hi- 
therto said can appear to - you in the 
form of encouragement, ,1 know- not 
how to ex press tn y ’refusal in such a 
vray-as fnay eonviuceyou of its,being 
©he.” 

« . Itou^ rm|st giveme 4e%ve to flatted 
wySelf, rny ’rfeif qowsin , that your r$-, 
m ft 
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fusal of my addresses are merely 
'words of course. My reasons for be- 
lieving it are briefly these : — It doejj 
not appear to me that iny hand is un- 
worthy your acceptance, or that the^ 
establishment I can offer would be 
any other than highly desirable. My 
situation in life, my connections. \» itli 
the family of J>e Bourgh, and my re-' 
lationship to your own, arc cirtmin- 
staftces, highly tn myjfrvo]^ ajjd # 
yon should take it into fartlfer consi- 
deration that in spite of you u mani- 
fold attractions) it is by no means cer- 
tain that another offer of marriage 
may ever be made you. Your •por- 
tion is unhappily so small that it wdl 
in all likelihood undo ‘the effects of 
your loneliness and amiable qualifica- 
tions.. As 1 must {therefore conclude 
that you are not serious iu your re- 
jection of me, 1 shall chuse toattii- 
bute it to your wish of in c teasing my 

* tOlfc 
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tojASjby suspense,' according to the 
usual pWicttee of elegant females* ■; 

. ‘'•I do assure yOu, 'Sir, 'that Ibave 
no pretension whatever to that kind of 
•^efegance which consists in torment- 
ing a -respectably man. I would ra- 
ther be paid the compliment of being 
believed sincere. 1 thank you again 
'and, again for the honour you have 
donelme in your proposals, but to ao 
* cept r Jtl|y^.^Jabsolutely impossible: 
My feelings iu every /-respect forbid 
it - Ce» 1 speak plainer? Do not con* 
aider njenowas an elegant female in- 
tending ;to plague yon, ' but a to* 
tkuKil creature speaking the truth 
from; bor heart*” r •<* 

“ You are * ' uniformly i charmingP 
cried he, with an air e£ awkward gal- 
tauhry; “ and L «tnt persuaded that 
when sanctioned by; the express au- 
(Jkarity! of Jboth your *s*3ceHentpa T 
rentsji aay'i proposals will {not feij of, 
Jte&g acceptable.” 


To 
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» » 

• To such perseverance in wilful self- 
deception .Elizabeth would make no 
reply, and immediately and in silence 
withdrew; determined, that "if he 
persisted in considering her repeated^ 
refusal# as flattering encouragement, 
to apply to her father, whose negative 
might be uttered in such. a mail uer as 
must be decisive, and whose beha- ' 
viour at least could not be mistaken 
for the aflbetation and tcoguefoy ot k ah ~1 
elegant female. « ’ ' 


CHAP/ 
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CHA'PTER XX. 

* i ■ - 

Mr. Collins was not l^ft long to the 
silent contemplation of his successful 
love; for Mrs. Bennet, having dawdled 
‘about in the Vestibule, to watch' for 
the fed of the conference, fto sdOner 
' sawEJIj^eth open the door and with 
quick st£p pass her towards tlie stair- 
case, than she entered the breakfast- 
room, .and congratulated both him 
and herself in warm terms on the 
happy prospect of their nearer con- 
nection. Mr. Collins received and 
returned tl 1 esefelicitation s with equal , 
pleasure, and then proceeded to re- 
late the particulars of their interview, 
with the result of which he trusted he 
had every reasQn to be‘ satisfied, since 
the refusal" wfiich his cousin had ^fed-* 
Viivl „> fcstly 
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fhstly given Mm would naturally, fltjw 
frpva her bashful modesty and the ge- 
nuine delieacy of her character. * , 

. This information, however, startled 
Mrs, Bonnet; ,7-she would have been, 
glad to, be equally satisfied that her 
daughter had meant to encourage 
him by protesting against his propo- 
sals, but she dared not to- believe it,* 
and could not help saying so. 

** But depend upon it, My v £ollias,^ 
she added, “ that Lizzy ‘shall , be 
brought to reason. 1 will speak to 
her about it foyself directly * ,She is 
a very headstrong foolish girl, and 
does not know her own interest ^ but 
I will make hea-dcnow it.” « 

' ” a 

“ Pardon me for interrupting you. 
Madam/’ cried Mr. Collins; “ hut, if 
she is really headstrong and foolish, 
I- know not whether she w.oold^ltpr 
gether be s a verydesiyahle wife to*a 
. njap v ia my situation, Wbp‘ uaturglly 

lookh* 
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I oaks, for happiness in the rrfojriagC 
state. If therefore she actually per- 
sists 'in rejecting my suit, perhaps it 
v ere'better not to force her into ac- 
cepting me, because if liable to' such' 
defects of temper, she couhJ not con- 
tribute much to my felicity.” - j, 
“fSiir? you fjuite misunderstand me,” 
said Mrs. Bennet, alarmed. f * Lizzy 
is only headstrong in such matters as 
f thesJ^L-Jn Cvery thing else she is as 
good irirfured a girl fts ever lived. I- 
Wfll '•go'id irectl y to Mr. Bennety and. 
we shall very soma settle it with he*} 
Jam su«e.” • ‘ ' « 

' Slie would not give him time to re- 
,ply, but hurryjng instantly toher hus- 
band, called out as she entered the 
library, * v • ; ’ *.<• 

“ Oh! Mr. Bennet, you are wanted 
immediately ; vre are aji in ui -mpi 
roar. Yo a lmost come .and make, 
^Lizzy marry Mw Gollmsy foa^fjw®* 
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vows she will not have him, and, it' 
you do- not make haste he will change 
his .mind and not have her." *» . 

Mr. Bennet raised his eyes rfrom 
his book as .she entered, and fixed 

) 4 * 

them on herface with a calm uncon- 
cern w hich \\ as not in the least altered 
by her communication. 

“ I have not the pleasure of under- 
standing you,” said he, when she bad 
finished her speech. • “ Of wjhaf are 
you talking?” c 

“ Of Mr. Collins and Lizzy.. . Liz- 
zy declares she will not have JMr» 
.Collins, and Mr. Collins begins to 
say that he will not have Lizzy.” 

“ And what am I to do ou the oc- 
casioja-?-«-lt seems an hopeless bu- 
siness.” 

i 

“ Speak to Lizzy about it yourself 
Tell her that you insist upou her mar- 
rying hun.”. 

. Let her be called down. She 
$ludl ttSoMuy opinion.” w 


Mrs. 
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Mi^s. Bennet rang the bell, and 
Miss Elizabeth was summoned to th.e 
library. ■ <* 1 ;' . 

“ Ootne here, child,” cried her fa- 
ther asfche appeared. f l \ havesent 
for you on an a%ir of inrpoi^aixie. I 
understand that Mr. Collins has made 
vou*an offer of marriage. ’ Is it truer” 
Elizabeth replied that it was.- “ Very 
well— and this offer of marriage you 
hate refhsed 

“ I have, Sir.” . 

m y ety well. We now come* to the 
point. . Your mother insists upon- 
your accepting it. , Is not it so* Mrs. 
Bennet?” ' - 

■ “ Yesi or # I will ’ never see her 
agaiu.”: ! ' -v 

“ An unhappy alternative is before 
you, Elizabethi Front this day you 
nrust be a,stranger to ope of your pa- 
rents. — Your mother wiU never see 
t yofi again’ if you-dowof niarrv 
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Collins* and l will never see you ag&iu 
if you ito .” . 

Elizabeth could upt but smite at 
such a conclusion of such a begin fling; 
but Mrs. JBensnet, who, had persuaded 
herselfc that 'her husband regarded 
the affair as she wished, was exces- 
sively disappointed. ’ 

“ What do you mean, Mr. Bennet, 
by talking in this way? You jiro- 
mised me to insist upon her marrying 
him.” * , 

“ My dear,” replied her hilsband, 

“ I have two small favours to request. 
First, that you will allow me, the free 
use of my understanding on the 'pre- 
sent occasion ; and secondly, of my , 
roonkc' I shall be glad to have the li- 
brary to ‘myself as soon as may be.” ( 
Not yet, however, in spite of Jier 
disappointment iu her husband,, f}id 
Mrs. Bennet give up the^point. , She 
.talked to Elizabetteagaiii and, >again; 

coaxed" 
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coaxfed aind threatened her by turns. 

She endeavoured to secure Jane ita 
# ( 
her interest, but Jane with all possi- 
ble niilduess declined interfering;— 
and Elizabeth # .sometin)es with real 
earnestness and Sometiuie^ti-itli play- 
ful ^ gaiety replied, to her attacks. 
.Though her manner varied however, 
her che termination never did. 

B£r. Collins, meanwhile, was medi- 
tating in solitude on what had passed. 
He thought too well of himself to 
comprehend on what motive his cou- 
sin could refuse him ; and though his 
pridp w'as hurt, he suffered in no 
other way. His regard for her was 
' quite imaginary; and the possibility 
of her deserving* her mother's re- 
proaph prevented his feeling any' re- 
gret. 

• While' Hie family wpfe in this con- 
• fusion, Cliairlo’ite' Lucas came to 
•spend' the day ■vritii* them. She <v,Ss # 

^ ’ - A'C J-'' * o* 
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■ Xm 

met inthe vestibule by Lydia;" who, 
flying to her, cried in a half whisper. 
“ I ‘am glad you are coine, for there 
such fun here!— What do you think 
has happened this /morning?— Mf. 
Collins has made an offer to Lizzy, 
and she. will not have him.” 

Charlotte had hardly time to an* 
swer, before they were joined by 
Kitty, who came to, tell the sjame 
news, and no sooner had they entered 
the breakfast-room, where Mrs. Ben- 
net was alone, than she likewise be- 
gan on the subject? calling oh Miss 
Lucas for her compassion, and on- 
treating her to persuade her friend 
Lizzy to comply with ’the wishes of' 
all her family. * Pray do, my dear 
Miss LucaS,” she added in a melan- 
choly tone, “for nobody is on my side, 
nobody takes, part with ine, : I &m 
cruelly used, nobody feels fob nay- 
r j^&Nnervesi” 

. ' ' Charlotte's 
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Charlotte's reply was spared bf 
the entrance of Jane and. Elizabeth. * 
*“ Aye, there she conies,” con tin tied 
Mrs. * Bennet, ■ “ loo* ing as uncon- 
cerned as may be, and caring no more 
for us than if we were'at^orli, pro- 
vided she can have her own way.— * 
But 1 tell you what, Miss Lizzy, if 
you tyke it into your head, to go on 
refusing every oiler of marriage in this 
way, you will never get a husband 
at all— and I am sure 1 do not know 

9 

who is to maintain you when your 
father is dead . — I shall not be able to 
keeuyoif- — and so I warn you.— -1 have* 
done with you from this very day. — I 
’told you in die library, you know, 
that i should never speak to you 
agaiy* and you will find fne as gOod 
as my wordv i have no pleasure in 
talking td nndutiful children. — Not 
•that I have -inu’ch pleasure indeed in 
•tylking to any body. People* 
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suffer as I do from nervous complaint s 
can have no great, inclination for 
talking. Nobody can tell what 1 suf- 
fer! — But it is always so. Ifhosc 
who do not 1 complain are never pi- 
tied.’' 

Her daughters listened in silence 
to this effusion, sensible that T any at r 
tempt to reason with or soo$i her 
would only increase the -irritation. 
She talked on, therefore, without in- 
terruption from any of them till they 
were joined by Mr. Collins, who en- 
tered with an air more stately than 
■usual, and on perceiving whom, she 
said to the girls, 

“ Now, 1 do- insist* upon ft, that 
yoiT, all’ of you, hold your tongues, 
and let Mr. Collins and me have a 
little' conversation together.” - 

Elizabeth passed quietly out of the 
room, Janh and Kitty followed, bnt 
■ tydia stood her^iound, determined 
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to ‘fieer all she could; and CMoUe, 
detained first by the civilityof Mf. 
Oolfius, whose inquiries niter* herself 
and dll her fannly wfcre yei^ minnte, 
audtben by a* little curiosity, satis- 
fied- Jierself with •walking tto the win- 
dow and pretending not to hear. In 
a doleful voice Mrs. Benneifc thus be- 
gat* the projected conversation. — ■ 
“OM Mr. Collins!”— 

“ My dear Madam,” replied he, 
let us be for ever silent on this point. 
Fur be it from me,”, he presently con- 
tinued in a voice that marked his dis- 


pleasure, to resent the behaviour of* 
your daughter. Resignation* to ine- 
vitable evils is the duty of us all; the 
peculiar duty of a young man who 
lias been so fortunate as I 'have been 
in early, preferment; and I trust 1 am 
resjgned. ©erbaps not, the less so 
from feeling 4 dbubt of my positive 


Itfjjpiness bad nay cousin /hft^ 
vol. i. n f % *n^u^tfd 
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noured me with her hand ; for I fiuve 
often observed that resignation is 
never so perfect as when the blessing 
denied begins tolose $tot$ewhaf of its 
value in our estimation. . You will 
not, ,1 hof>e, consider me as shewing 
any disrespect to your family, my 
dear Madam, by thus withdrawing 
my pretensions to your daughter’s 
favour, without having paid yourself 
and Mr. Bennet the compliment of 
requesting you to interpose your au- 
thority in nay behalf. My* conduct 
may I fear be objectionable in having 
accepted my dismission from your 
daughter’s lips instead of your own. 
B ut we are al 1 li able to error.* I have 
certainly -meant ...well through., the 
whole affair. . My object has been to 

4 ' I 

'secure an amiable companion for my- 
self, with due consideration for # the 
advantage of all ybmi family, and .if 
been at’ all reprohqn- 
ieave to apologise.” 

CHAP, 


manner ha^ 
sible^ I hejrebr^ 



( m >• 


CHAPTER XXI; 

* ■ '• f 

Th® -discussion of Mr. Collins’s offer 
was now nearly at an end, and Eliza- 
beth hud only to sutler from the un- 
comfortable feelings necessarily at- 
tending it, and occasionally from some 
peevish illusion of her mother. As 
for the gentleman himself, his feelings 
were cWfly expressed, not by em- 
barrassment, or dejection 1 , or by trying 
to avoid 4ier,bntbv stiffness of man*— 
u ct amt resentful ailence. He scarce- 
•Jv'evef spoke <o her,' and the assidu- 
ous -attention^ which he had l>een so 

* v 

Sensible of himself* f were* transferred 
forthercst of the day to Miss Lucas, 
ultoste crviiity iiie listening to him, was 
.a seasonable ielibf to them all, and es- 
pecially to - her friehd. . 

* : s# 2\& 
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" ♦ - 
1 Tli® ? morrow produced no obate- 

hveni of Mm. lien net’s id homour or 
iH ‘health. * Mr. (JoHius was al’>o1u 
Ibe same state Of angry pride, liiluu- 
befit had hoped that, his resentment 
might shorten his visit, but his. plan 
did not appear in the least affected by 
it. lie was ala ays to have gone op 
Saturday, and to Saturday Ije Mill 
meant to May. • i 

After breakfast, the girl% walked to 
Menton to inquire if Mb. ‘Wicklmin 
were returned, and to lament over his 
absence from the tNetheefihkl -itoall. 
He joined them onrtbear entering the 
town and attended them to their 
aunt’^.wliere his regret and vexation, 
and the concern of *tery body 
vrell talked ovdr-e+dFti EliflubetW how- 
ever, he voluntarily acknowledged 
that tlid nefewaSity of ;lns*ithtenc«k/<ad 
been self imposed, i 
j; **' J found/’ sajdiie, “ ssthetirhed^v 

pear. 
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nefljj, *tlmt I hail batter not meet Mr. 
Darcy;*— that to be ia-tlie Mime room; 
tKe same party with liitft for so many 
hour# together, might be more thau'l 
could bear, and that scenes might 
ariwa unpleasant to more thumnyself.” 

She highly approved his forbear- 
ance, and they hail leisure for a full 
discuijSiou of it, ’ andjfor all the coni- 
mendation which they civilly bestow- 
ed on eacji other, as Wickham < and 
another' ’officer walked back with 
them to Longhoarn, and during the 
wa!kj lib particularly attended to her. 
His accompanying them was a doublet- 
advantage; she felt all the compli- 
ment it offered to herself, atul it was 

* , 

most ’acceptable as am occasion of in- 
troducing him to/her father and mb- 
tbdrd * 

$oon after itheir return a letter was 
•delivered IVfisa JBeunet; k caihe 
fijpra 1 !0iethtfftieUbedb<|' was opened 

fN iff nrbfidij^r 
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mediately: ' THe "eftvhloftei ! drib Hiihdd 
a sheet of* elegant, ' little, hot preach 
paper, welf covered With a lady ’S' fair, 
fhMirig haiirl; and Elizabeth saw’ her 
sister^ countenance -bhange as shh 
read iti and saw her 'dwelling intently 
oh some particular passages, >frine 
recollected' herself soon, and putting 1 
the letter awhy^tried to join witli her 
usual cheerfulness in the general fcbh- 
versatioii; but Elizabeth 8 fetor ah anx- 
iety on the Subject which cfvey off* her 
attention even froth Widkhathf kc?d 
no sdrinef had He and his cthhbaftibn 


taken leaVe, 
invited her 
When they 


thdh h glahce fftrm , Jahr 
to follow Kef Upstairs, 
.had 'gaihbd * their ri\¥n 


roorti, Jane taking $Ut thriletfef,feaicl, 
k This id WHi 1 Caroline Bihgley ; 


\4i 


left Nether field by t$?s 4lfcihj 1 'ahir ! kre‘ 
' op 1 their \vay tj^tcajvh;' H#ith&p t 

?ny 
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«»$ intention of coming 
V ()» shallhear.what, shesayn.” • . 

* Sfbe tbeu negd tbq iipst , spntfepe^ 
4pu$, which comprised .the^u^W^T 
tiqn of their paving just, resolved t9 
l'uj^fpv their brother to town directly, 
and of their meaning to dine that day * 
,in Orosvenor street,~-wber4‘Mr. JtJurst 
had ^ Jiiouse. The neit was in these . 
words. I do not pretend to regret 
any thing I shall leave in Hertford - 
shUfe, except your society, my dearest 
friend; l?ut we will hope at some.fu- 
tnre jJferjod, to enjoy many returns of 
tJi^^eKglxtfiul .interpourse we have 
known, and in the meanwhile may 
lessefl the of separation by. a very ' 

frequeujt . and WPft unrese*r\?ed cqr- 
r^jfOndepcV. I } depend on* you, for 
thjajt.], To these high flown Sxpres- 
giqhs, , EUza^etii listep^d with ail the. 

, inseusibi^ r &£. dintrastj^and though 
u the* snddennes^of their removal peyh 
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i r^nif 

lung m it Beany' 
to, lament; At. \ym not .to be soopqsed 

; <* - r 1 * / *ij f • \ t v v t . - it , i* ? ^ “ . 

th^t‘ their, .abgepce. from Jxetljer|elfl 

therg^ , and as to the logs |f th^rjQ^ 
ciety, she , was persuaded that Jj^pe 
' must soon cease to regard it, in the en- 
joyment of h:s,„ 

J “ It is unlutky,” saul she, after a 
snort pause, “ that yop shpulu japt l>^ 

t'i^yNsllv 

leave the country. But may we not 
hope that the period of future hapaai- 
ness tp which MisS Bifigley* loots 
forward, may arrive earner wan she 
is aware, and that the dt^urfimil* m- 

* , ; S!‘ 1 ' nCnbffijg* <&£ 

tercourse you, have known as mi nds, 
-,,L ■ >U 1 itidl to J f*1 p. ,lf 

will he 1 renewed,, with vet greater sa- 

tisfaetioli asj sisters r — Mr. Mngresjr 
• 0 . 1 1 Sm nuais i. • . • /4n« 

will not be detained m Lquclpn py 

them.” 

u r 
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shire 
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elyre this winter. I will regd it tp 
you— 

“ When my ‘brother left us yester- 
day, he imagined that the business 
which took him to London, might be 
concluded in^three or four days, but 
as We are certain it cannot be so, and 
at dm saihe jfime convinced that when 

• a , i 

‘ Charles gets to town, he will be in nO 
hurry to leave it again, we have de- 
termined on .following him thither, 
that he may no.t be obliged to spend 
his vacant hours in a comfortless hotel. 
Maiiyof my acquaintance arc already 
there fbr the winter; I wish I could 
hear that you, my dearest friend, hatt*- 
any intention of making one in the, 
croud, but of that I despair. 1 sin- 
cerely ,hop$ .your Chrishnas.pn Hert- 
fordshire may abound in tlie gaieties 
wl^ch that season generally brings, 
«tad fhatjjNnour. beaux \vijl be sp nu- 
merous as to prevent your feeliug the 
v a ’ ’ M cd* 
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"tofts if thfe- three, of 'vriioin< we slj^H 

deprive- you;*- -•-, ■■ ? ■ ■■ 

by #iis,” added Jano, 
“that -rhO* ‘(kftnea] back no flferfej, this 
^*tite¥. rr * -*t«n ,; ! ’ !.■>.. ■ ■ 1 ,t; . 

,M, lHs only e v ideot Jtliat' Mi »s Bing- 
li y ( ! oSs not mean lie should” 

’ Why vvii| you -think so;?, It mw^t 
be liis owh doiOg.—H© -i*>4iis own 
Master. •' But you do not kriow $1)1 
let//' read- you the passage which par- 
tiOnlarly hiWts ine.- I-willha ( j»endre- 
ServeS from you” ** Mr. Datcyis im- 
patient to 1 see his sister,- a*id> to con- 
fess the 'truth; we are scareyly less 
"eager to meet her 'again; 1. really do 
hot think (jeorgiana ’Darcy lias her 
equal fop-beauty, elegance, and tao- 
complishanerrts ; and the-afTectiort she 
inspires in Louisa and myself is 
heightened into something still more 
Shtbresting, frbrrr “the 1 dafe^to 

fetiterjtain of her-be^^heh^froi'^Ar 

sister. 1 ' 
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\ * 
sigter. 'Ldo uot knowwhetfafrl ever 

before mentioned to yon my. feelings 

pn. this subject, but; I will not leave 

tbe country Without couiidmg them, 

and I trust you will not esteem them 

’ unreasonable? • JMy brother gdinires 

her greatly already,, hewill have fre- 

qnent.oppertunily now of, seeing her 

on the most intimate^ footing, her re- 

ilations all wish the connection as much 

as his own, and a sister’s partiality is 

notunufleading; me, ; J think, when, I 

call Charles motet capable of engaging 

any woman’s heart. With, all- these 

circumstances >to favour >an ; attach* 

* * “ * • 

rnfflit and nothing . to .prevent it, a« l- 
wrong, my dourest Jane, inindulgiug, 
die hope of arisevent whifh will s#e- 
oUre the . happiness r of ; many r” 

X What thinkyou,eff/j& sentence, my 
d^w? bijwy ro’TrrsaitWmm as site tiniah' 
r«dit.i“€sltl«d| cfejuf,#4ugh?t-^loep 
*t.»ot.«x|Te^Dy,deelafie thatGarplipe 

hWt* 
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neither expects wishes me to Jte 
her sister; that she is perfectly con- 
vince^, of her brother’^ indifference,, 
and thgt if she suspect# the nature of 
iny feelings for him, she moans (most 
kindly!) to pot me on guard? Can* 
there be any other opinion on the 
subject ?” 

“ Yes, there^an; for mine is totally 
different.— Will yon hear it ?” 

“ Most ^willingly.” 

** Ypi* pliall have it in few wank. 
Miss Jdisgfoy sees that her brother is 
in Ipyp frith you, ( and mmts him to' 
marry Miss, Darcy. , Slip .follows him 
-hr towntiu the hope keeping hint 
Jliere, aud triep_to persuade you. that, 
he does, net pare sthogrt you."i 
Jane s|iqok her head* , 

“ Indeed, y.wpught to belief 
me.— JXo ope ( ythp|l|gn ever seep, y,pH» 
'■together, <$«* 

Miss Bing^y Jam enrJcsfijSnahw She* 
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,re # ji6t such a simpleton. * Ocgild ■she 1 
have' seen half as much love m Mr. 
Parcy for herself, she would ha\e or- ; 
dered her wedding dotheS/ ■ But the 
case is this. We are not rich enough, 1 
or grand enough for them; and shells' 
the’more anxious to get Miss Darcy' 
for .her brother, from the notion that 
'when there lias been, one intermar- 
riage*, she may have less trouble in 5 
achieving a second; in which ibere is 
certainly some ingenuity, ‘atid I ; dar% 
say it* would succeed, Ylf* -Miss' 
Bourgjt were Out Of the \Vajf 'But,' ihy* 1 
dearest Jarie, you can hot ^idUsIjF 
imagine that because Misd" BftbgfeyT 
tells yon herbrother grCaiiyddmires'- 
Miss Darcy;' height the Surliest de-' 
gree less sensible 1 6f ifktfc hi^r/t than 
Whett 'fte 'too'k'te&ve df ybu biiTties- 
duy ; , or that it wdl’Min hter power t0‘ 
petUhfttl bCinr dM Ms'teki o f berngfin*’ 
lov^ wi^^b^e^is Vcr|r ttfirch irdoye 
Vith her friend^ 
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• “ If we thought alike of Miss Bijjjg- 
ley,” replied Jane, “ your representa- 
tion of all this, might make me quit# 
easy. But I know the foundation is 
unjust. Caroline is incapable of wil- 
fully deceiving any one; and all that 
1 can hope in this case is, that she is 
deceived herself.” . • 

“ That is right. — You could not' 
have started a more happy idea, 'since 
yon will not take comfort in mine. 
Believe her to be deceived by all 
means. You have now done your duty 
by her, and must fret no longer.” 

, “ But, my deansister, can I -be happy, 
’"even supposing the best, in accepting 
a man whose sisters: and friends, are 'all 
wishing kirn lotnaTry elsewhere?’ ,« j.i 
. “ Y,oit must decide : for, your self, I’ 
saltl Elizabeth, -land af upon .matu*e 
deliberation, y.ou; hndthat theawisesy 
^of diSobligiug his twO;e»ste)*s.iaiindre 
than equivalent to ttyb happ*dues»j«tf 

being 1 



( 279 y 

■1 

bdpg his wife, I advise you by all 
means to refuse him.” 

• “•How can you talk so?” — saidJane 
faintly smiling, you must know that 
though I shoujd be exceedingly griev- 
ed at their disapprobation, I cotild not 
hesitate.” 

“•I did not think you would; — and 
*that being the case, 1 cannot consider 
your Situation with much compassion.’’ 

“ But if he returns no more this win- 
ter, my choice will never be required! 
A thousand things may arise in six 
won tli# P.t< 1 i 

The ipeta' of his returning no more 
Elizabeth treated with the utmost con- 
tempt. It appeared to her merely the - " 
suggestion*. of •Caroline’s j-ifderested 
wishes, and- she’eoukl jtio- 

medt suppose that those wisftesf hbw- 
eveaopeiiK orartftdly sqjoken, could 
influence iLvoung man SO'* totally in-* 
^depencbent of e\pry one. -i 
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• She r represented to her sister^aa 
forcibly as possible -what she felt on 
the subject, and had' soon the plea- 
sure of seeing its happy effect. Jane’s 
temper was not desponding, and she 
was gradually led to hope, .though 
the diffidence of affection sometimes 
overcame the hope, that Bingle„y would 
return to Njethcrfield and answer' 
every wish of her heart. c 

They agreed that* Mrs. Bennet 
should only hear of the depjarture of 
the family, without being alanmed on 
the score of the gentleman’s conduct; 
hut even this partial communication 
“gave her a great deal of concern,” and 
she bewailed it as exceedingjy un- 
lucky that the ladies should happen 
to go atvay, just as they were all get- 
ting so - ' intimate together. After la- 
menting it however at some length, 
sh?‘bad tiwf consolation, thinkihg 
that Mr. Bingley woujgj be' soou down 

, again 



W 

;i ncl the eeitte^ 

fitvtable ifl^airai^ tliat, Hvtortgli he ! 
Had Ijeen inrff etr •SiiTy to 4' faWi^f 
nef, she wduh&fa&e ertrei^liar^f^ 
i'lillfoiTrses.” 
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The Bemuds were engaged "to . dine 
with the Lucases, and again during 
the chief of the dAy, was Miss Luc-Oh 
so kind as to listen to Mr. C,ollins. 
Elizabeth took an oppoi tunity of 
thanking her. “ It keeps him in good 
•humour,” said she, “ and I am more 
obliged to you thau l can express.” 
Charlotte assured her friend of her sa- 


tisfaction in beiug useful, and that it 
amply repaid her for the little sacri- 
fice of her time. This 1 was very.aiuia- ' 
ble, InytrCharlotte’* kindness extended 


fartlUiVthai; Elizabeth had any cott- 
* # 

ception of; — its object was nothing 


ItSis.than to secure her my re- 
turn of Air. Coliins'b a.d jresse», by ^ 
,^>ngagiug them lo^rus herself. Su(j}»» 
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A\a #M iss Lucas’s scheme; and appear- 
ances were so, favourable that when 
tfiey parted at nighf, she would have 
felt almost sute of SuOCe&fc if he had 
not been -to leave Hertfordshire so 
very* soon . . But here, she did inj u stice 
to the fire arid independence of his 
•character, for it led- him to escape out 
of Ltyjgbourn House die next morn- 
ing with admirable slyness, and hasten 
to Lucas. Lodge to throw himself at 

her feet.* He was anxious to avoid 
« 

the -notice of his cousins, from a con- 
viction that if they saw hint depart, 
they; cofild not fail to conjecture his 
design, arid he was not willing to have 
the -attempt* ’known till its success 


could be known dike wise ; ;though 

feeling almost secure, and Wjijth rea- 
son/ for Charlotte had been foferably 
encowragtpjr, he was. \o n i pasaJiseljUi 
■ diffident st&.ce-jfhe adventure of Wed- 
• Jjesdayj Hi£*reOfeption ho\yev.ei*wus.- 
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oltkdt&ttst flktterihg idntP.’ ! 
cttS'pbrdeSvbdliirii from an ! upper ^in- 
dow'as he walkkd f tb^raWl^f'th* hbu^, 

Atld v i'nsC6rfift% fefet <iut 4o ifieet lAiii'kc- 
eldeiytfdlyin • the lane: littlbhhtf 

she 'd&Ved to' hope that so Wial?h" Server 
and fetoqijeneeUWaitetf her there.’. : ‘- 
InKtfe short a time as Mr. <;ollms ? e, 
long speeches Wold 1 iilldvt* etfer^r 
thing 1 was settled bet wemtherti tothe 
satisfaction ofboth; arid ^Hs Cifa 
teted thehobse, he earnestly* eWtt4at-< 
ed hep i totiahiethe dajMfoafc 
make feimthehappiest offcteii-, ahd 
thoughfeuch'd solicitation' ttfast be 
waved <$br r the pre&ent' 'thelddy felt 
ho inclination totrrfle with hife bap-i 
piness. \ *a*he stupidity with WhiCH’Re' 
was. fa^Jnretl^y hatdte/ tnnSt gdaWli 
his covfrt&hip- froth ; #tfy chdrrft' that 1 
coul d i ndke a^vdfn&mwisb tor ftfc dd%^ 
tinuance; &bd Mish ; 
ceptpd bhn> solely ) fro!a i thfe'pdW&hd' 

disinterested 
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dii^«tei'este 4 ( . 4 esir(? ? establish* 

uieut, cared . nofc Iww , jsopin , (that esta-. 
Wishnieut.wffe gaippd-Ki,. ./ .,| *.v- 

Sir t W illiaw a#»d i«dy were 
spqedjly^ajigd fa for tb^r/tseBeent; 
and tit;; Was bestpyred with, a nitw joy- 
ful i^acrjty. Mr. Collins’s Resent cifr 
tiuj^taiicess toade it a most eligible 
watch fordheir ; desg^tqr*, jto^wl^m 
they, ctnddgive little fortune; and bib 
prqspefi# -of i future wealth < were - ex- 
ceedingly, sfair. . t; Lady .Lu6aa ; began 
Uye<5.tl^jtocahjnlid#)'vi|b i uK»ve interest 
Ibap ther biuttqt! h'f<Mver ?exuitediwM 

lore, how was#y*w« louger M^dBen- 
net, w&fhhflly tpb^iand Sir, William 
d^ided opinion, that 
%’bqpp«er Mt> vCollips should be iu 
lb¥jS¥*«io.U, t)f- tb? : Looghouni^state, 
ih.^Hid ihe yhigldyn^xpodfecft that 
b^t ) s b# tf#d .mife ^houl d make 
their>appea^uj,Ce of si Lbdes’s. The 
•f4wMi|»Sij iivfehwfe were, properly 

overj(?jyfl 
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•pvefjoyed 'on, the occasion. .^The 
younger, girls formed hopes of coming 
out a. year or, two sooner than they 
might otherwise (hav^i done; apd the 
•boys were relieved from their appre- 
hension of, Charlotte's dyiifg—au old 
maid. Charlotte herself was tolerably 
composed.. She had gained bur. p.oiyt, 
and had time, to consider of it. Jier 
reflections were in .general tdiisfye- 
.tory. Mr. Collins to be sure. ,, was 
neither sensible nor agreeable;, U;s so- 
ciety was irksome, and his;- attach- 
ment to her must be imaginary. fhd 
.still he "would be her Iwvsbtmd.-v 
\Vithout thinking liigldy either oVineu 
or of matrimony, marriage had, •'always 
been her object; it, was, the only, (ho- 
nourable provision ..for, .\vell-e<jueatyd 
youn^women of sprall fortupv, ppjl 
how ever unyerf; jn. f ^f g\yjng happj- 
pess, luwtf’b.^ .jtl^eif^l^is^li^sf pre- 
servative .from w;ajit,, ;f , r £his, presfjf 
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tive#sl#e had now obtained; and at the 
age of twenty-seven, without Having 
cter been handsome, she felt all' the 
good luck of it . 1 The least agreeable 
cjrcmnstan£G.io the business, was the 
surprise it must pccasion to Elizabeth 
Beujtet, whose friendship she valued 
Jbeydnd that of any other person. Eli- 
zabeth would wonder, *and probably 
would blame her; and though her re- 
solution was not to be shaken, lief 

9 

feelings Tnnst be hurt bysilch disap- 
proibatibn. She resolved to give her 
the information herself, and therefore 
ehar^ed»Mr. Collins When he retuqii 
ed to Lorigboum to dinner, to drop 
no hint of what had passed before auy* 


of the family. A prOmifieof segrecy 
was of coufse very dutifully^ given, 
but.lt cOuld not be kept without diffi- 
culty; for.tlre dnriosity ^veited_t[v hisi_ 
. loiig ahsencb, bdir^t fofthln such very 
• direct questions on his return, a* .re* 
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quitted 80t]§e ingenuity to evade, jand 
lie same . time exercising; 

gredt sei^eni«I,>forthe was longiftg 
^publfeb i»s pfoap«?r.o»s love, # 

A-^he waa to .begin Jas^o urn ey fry) 
earlyon the morrow, ‘to see any of the 
family, the ceremony of leave-taking 
was performed when the ladi&s moved, 
for. the nigfgt;1 and Mrs. Benuet with 
great politeness aud cordiality said 
how happy they should be to see, him 
at Longboum again, whenever his 
other engagements might allow him 
toyisitthem, 

* * “ M y dear ; Madam,” he» replied , 
" this invitation isparficufcurly gratify- 
ing, because it ? i8 f?hatil ; hav% been 
hoping h may he 

very certain that I ahaiTavail myself 
of it as soona«|M»ssihJtv'’ 

*sJT4«y 

*wr ‘so speedy a 

“ But 
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*4 JJnt is there not danger cflf Lady 
Catherine’s disapprobation here, ttiy 
£bod sir? — You had better neglect 
your relations, than run the* risk of 
offending, ys’-tf' patroness.” 

“ My dear su>” replied Mr. Collins, 
“I z>n particularly obliged to you for 
ill is friendly caution, and you may 
depend upon my' not taking so hiate- 
rial a step without her ladyship’s con- 
currence^* 

“ Y r ou*camiot be' too' much on your 
guard. Risk any thing rather than 
her displeasure; and if you And it like- 
ly lo # be taised by your Coming to ns* 
again, which F should think exceed-^ 
ingly probable? stay quietly at home, 
and be satisfied tpat ite shall t^ke no 
oflenee.” 


“Relieve me, niy dear sir, my ’grati- 
tude* lb CxCited fly sp c JpwflW** 

donate attention; and depend upon it, 
ygu T^ili speedily receive from int-ar* 
vol. i. J<w^r . 
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IfttWx of ^aqks for this, as well avror 
every other pjark of your regard du- 
ring my stay iu /Hertfordshire. As 
for my fair cousins^ though nfy aj>- 
sene^juaay not be long’eWTh^h to ren- 
der it necessary^,’ I sh&Il now take the 
liberty of wishing them health ^ and 
happiness, riot excepting my cqusiir 
Eliznbeth.” , 

With proper civilities the ladies 
then withdrew; all of them equally 
surprised to dud, that he mjed/'tatcd a 
quick return. Mrs. Bennet wished 
.to understand by it that he thought of 
paj iug his addresses^ to one of her 
younger girls. and ( Mary^ might have 
been prevailed on to accept him. She 
rau d dijs abilities much, higher than 
any Crf the others ; -there was a splidity 
in his reflection** which often struck 
her, and ttioqgp by no^nesqis so metier 
as herself, she tljwight drat i^ encou- 
t^ed to read and improve himself 

such 
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tiutffci an example as her’s { he might be- 
come a very agreeable CompanitHL 
But on the following piorefing, 'every 
hope of (his hind Was ‘done away. 
Miss Lucas jcalled soon a$?r "brbddt- 
fast, and in a prfva^conferettf-e with 
Elisabeth related the -event of tbedfcy 
before.* * 

The pbssibility of Mr. Collins's ifeh- 
cyinj himself in love with bef frifedd 
had once occurred to Elizabeth Within 
the lasl? day or two; bWt that Ghftf- 
‘ loj-te cbuld encourajg^rfnftf, seemed al- 
most* as ’far from possibility as t hat 
she could encbilragd him hersetff, 1 arid 
her astonishment w&Ss Consequently so 
great hs to overcome at first the bonndP 
of decorum,' and &he could not help 
crying out,* M . ' . ' * 

“ Bngaged fb'Mh Cdlliaif'my d«aar 


cl^riottj, — imjfrbesibl&t” — ^ 

Trtie ste^efy * cbiffit^tridice which 1 " 
$kfjss Lucas^haddbhsqnanded in tiling 
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her stoiy, gave way to a momentary 

confusion here on receiving so direct 

a reproach ; though, as it was no more 

than she expected, sire soon regained 

her composure, and cah ply rcjVlied, 

“ why should^ou be surpiised^my 

dear Eliza ?• — Do yoTvthiuk it nicydi- 

blc that ivTr. Collins sh'ould*be aide 

« • v ' 

to procure an y.woYn an’s good opinion, 
because he w as not so happy as to 
succeed with you?” 

But Elizabeth -had now recollected 
herself, and jpaking a strong enort for 
jt, was able to assure her with tsilera* 
bie firmness that the prospect r of their 
relationship was highly grateful to^er, 
^and that she wished, her all imlurina- 

iii •* ’ m ’ 

ble l,»pp.(U«. 

“ 1 see w^at yo^a ar? tcehug, re- 
plied t?h&rlotte,~“ you must besi^r 
nrisecl^vcry 

V as Mr. Colins, r w^ (f wis(i|tig iq 

’ y°% ¥4 


time 
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tin$5 • to tliink it all over, I hope you 
will be satisfied with what I hate 
done. I ain not romantic yon know. 
I nv\*ej was. I ask only a comfort- 
able home; Untf/z spidering IV^VCof- 
lius^s character connections, and si- 
tuation in life^ am conyjlnced that 
■ my chance of happiness With him is 
ii s fajr, as most people can boast on 
cntering'the marriage state.’’ 

Elizabeth quietly answ ered u Un- 
doubtedly;’’ — and "after an awkward 
pause, tl)£y returned to the rest of the 
family.' Charlotte did not staytnucb 
longer, "and* Elizabeth was then left to 
reflect on what she had heard. 
was a long time before she }>ecame at 
all reconciled to the idea of soujuiwt- 
atlp a match. ^The sfl-angeness of 
l^r. Collins’s * making ttCo oilers of 
ih'afiiagd wj’tljm fhree ^aj^, ^ras 
thing 'iripdmp’a rjson of liis being now 
’ Accepted . * 1 She way s felt tftait 

tfV . * ChtyrlL^e's- 
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Charlotte’s opinion of matrimony Vaa 
ndt exactly like her own, but she 
could not .have supposed it possible 
that when called into acting she 
would, have saorifi^ed 'every bettei 
feeling to worldly advantage. Char- 
lotte the wife of Mr?' Collins,^ wl.s a 
most humiliating picture ! — And to ■ 
the pang of a friend disgracing herself 
and sunk in her esteem, was added 
the distressing conviction that it was 
impossible for that friend to bp toler- 
ably happy in the lot she had chosen. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXilt 

Elizabeth wasSifSfeg with Wr hd6- 
thej: and sistejSf reflecting on what 
slid had heard; and doubting whether 
she were authorised, to mention it, 
when Sir William Lucas himself ap- 
peared, sent by his daughter to an- 
nounce'her engagements the family. - 
With luany compliments to them, and 
much sei-Pgratulatidh on the pfo^piefet 
of a connection between the houses, 
he unfolded the matter, — to an audi- 
ence'not merely wondering, but incre- 
dulous ; for. Mrs. Bennet, *with more 
perseverance than politeness,* protest- 
ed* he must be entirely mipta£en, and 
.Ltydia, .always unguarded and often 
uncivyh boisterously, exclaimed, 

“ Good Lorilth»JSir William, how 

* . * v 

can' 
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Cjjtnyoy tell' sucjja glory? — Po'faot 
you know tltat ^lr., Collins wants to 
marry Lizzy?” , . • 

Nothing less than the camjdaigaueK 
of a courtier could have horrid with- 
out Mger such J^euVnent; but, Sir 
"Vyilliain’s good™ reeling carried jum 
through it all; and though he 'begged 
leave to be positive as to the truth of 
his information, he listened to-all their 
impertinence with the’ most forbear- 
ing courtesy. 

Elizabeth, feeing it iacirqnbtnt on 
her to relieve him from so unpleasant 
a , situation, now prjt herself forward 
to confirm his account, by mentioning 
hx.r prior knowledge., of if from Char* 
lotte herself; and endeavpured tp.ppt 
a stop to the hm&fr 

ther and ^ter^by the eamt'ftt^s 
_ ofher congtatulfttipng tpEp: 
in which she jras.-rea^^ i^iod; H 
Jane, and 

marks 
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ma^kjs on tire happiueSStbkt'ntight hfe' 
expected' frtun the match, the exc£S' 
ltfht character of Mr. CollinKj and the 
convenient distance of Huns&rd frota 
Condon. 

’ Mrs. Bennet jras i\ fact too much ' 
overpowered a gfeat deal while 

.Sir iVillmm remained;' but no sootier 
had he left them than her feelings ‘ 

I ^ ° ^ 

found a tapid vent. In the first place, 
she persisted in disbelieving tlie : Whole 
of the matter; secondly, she Vrtisi vC^y' 
sitte that- Mr. 'CollirM’hdd been ta’Keh 
in*; -ttfihdl^i she* 1 trbfcted that* ’they" 
would nev^r J be happy’ together ; aiid* ' 
fourthly, that the 1 thatch might b'e 
broken off. inferences, however, 
were* plainly deduced from tlie whqtgg 
one/ that 1 i^r/tfbCfc Vvlisthe roal'^use 
of S'afj^thW 'lWisdiieff and -tire other, 
th gtfli M fr K^rshFf h ad’ bfem barbarously, 
uses# by’fh^ir' kll-;'and' dn these two . 
points ptted{Sfe& dwelt duniug 

*.*he 
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ri»e re^t of the, day, ; Nothing .c^uld 
Console And, nothing appease her. — 
Nor did that day wear out her re- 
sentment. A week elapsed before 
shevaould see Eli^b^withouV scold* 
i«g her, a moui& parsed away Wore 
she could sfteak Ife^Sir Willia^n or 
Lady Lucas without being rude, c and. 
many months' were gone before she 
could at all fcigive their daughter. 

Mr. Bennet’s, emotions were much 
tnore tranquil pa the, oqcision, and 
such as ho, dpi experience he pro* 
aounced to b«t of a most, agteeaW 
"sort; for it gratified him, he> said, to 
^discover that CharlotteLucas, whom 
be had been used P ri»nk. tdler#bly 
sensible “ was as foolish as his yyde, 
andmoie Polish 


^ rselfa d)^feW 

-pnsed. a£ tit*. 

less of her^^ttelppnt Jp of ^fr 


earnest 
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» • 
nof ? could Elizabeth persufcde*her to 

consider it as improbable. Kittyand 
Lydia were fa t from envying Miss 
Lncav for Mr. Collins was only a 
dergyman; atsd^L^cted them id no 
other way than as ]i piece of news-to 
spread at MeryhSn. ^ ' 

* Lady- Lucas could not be insensible 
of triumph on being able to retortion 
Mrs. Bennet the comfort of having a 
daughterly el! married; and she called 
at Longbotim rather uftener than 
usttal to, Say how IttLppy she was, 
thougli Mrs. BermetV sour looks and 
ill-natured rehtarkls inight have been, 
enough to drive happiness away. ^ 

Between Elizabeth and Charlotte 

0 

there was a restraint Which kept th^m 
miitjiatty silent on the Jutyectf and 
Lnilfeeth fdt persuaded that bo real 
Cfcn$dki<fec,ouidever subsist between 
them agitm. Her disappointment in 

* CbartoBW niade'K^PiwTH with fender 

» • * j 

pegard 
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regard* to heir sifter, of whose f*ti- 
tnde ar*d fdetieaey sire was sure her 
opinion could never “be shaken, and 
for whose happftiess she ' griotf daily 
nrohe anxious, had tiow 

been gone a\n4k, and nothing Was 
heard of Iris retormN, 

# 

Jane -had sent' Caroline an early" 
answer to her' letter, %nd was count- 
ing the days’till she might reasonably 
hope to hear again;' "The .prothised 
letter of thanks from Mr. Collins ar- 

tr 

rived on Tuesday, addressed to" their 
father, 'and written 'with all tlie so- 
lemnity of gratitude which a twelve- 
month’s ‘abode in ‘the family t might 
have prompted. After*" discharging 
hisconsoieslge dn thut head, he pro- 
ceedMo^u nfl&ttn fhteth ; with tnahy ra^-' 
turouft expressions, of Hi§4&ja$&iss’ 
in bavkagi obtained v the t : slffd6^btr t>f 
their amiable neighbor, Misfe i L'uc&*s, : 
amkthen ekpla|^^thatft W^diefelif * 

with 
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wiU\ live, view of enjoying . her Society 
that he had been soreadyto close 
with their kind* wish of .seeing him 
again afJLongbquVn, whither he hoped 
to be able lo raj^ginon Monday fftrt* 
nighty for Lady jpathirhie, he added* 
so hedrtily a j ►proved his^barriage, that 
she wished ft to take place.assoQn 
as possible, which ho trusted would 
be an hiuapswereble argument with 
his amiable Charlotte to name an 
early day .^r unking hdf Af happiest 
of ipfyn 4 ...q . r 

Mr. C,otfms’£ f jrpt^m,into Hertford^ * 
shire y as.no j^iuger a it^ttec of pka* * 
sure to jBe^eh; Qa the con- t 
't ra^^fie, y^aa^ ;m uch d isposed to 
couyxlatn pf jt a^.her. hn^and.*— It 

instead'^ to, Laicas 

niei|,taud ^^eifingiy trbnWesoiae. — 
^ j|^t^d,hav iog^ff i|to^ thjtheho u*e*’ 

J j 
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while *her health was so indifferent, 
and lovers were of all people the most 
disagreeable. Such were the gentle 
murmurs of Mrs. JBennet, and they 
ga^e way only to,tJJfc,gjreater distress 
of Mr* Binglews continued absence. 

; Neither Jane iKh^ Elizabeth J were 
comfortable on this subject ' 1 >y 
after day passed away without l .irk- 
ing any other tidings, of hiila than the 
report which shortly prcvaj|eu iu >.V 
rytonTof his coming no more to 3Xe- 
therfield the whole winter;, a report 
which highly incensed Mrs. Bermet, 
and which she never foiled to qontpa- 
i diet as a most .scandalous falsehood. 

Even ( Elizabeth h^aii to , fear-rngt 
that Bingley lyias mdifFereufc- -but that 

^npcejssfuJ , ,m 
keefHng himayvay. y«iyilUi^;as^h e 
was ts ^dmit; apidea .sp^^^iye 
of Jane’s h a l>pifl®6 s * ; ih n d di§j»Q- 

nourabk' 
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nou^afile to the stability o’f hen lover, 
she could not prevent its frequently 
recurring. The- united efforts of his 
two urjfpcling sisters and of his over- 
powering frienjh^asjtisted by the*at- 
fractipus of Mifcs jlarcy and the 

-mi&nients of Lo'iftlon^ni ight be tod 
• * * , 

par. I*. h*e feared, for the strength of 
! > ;• ’ ■ luchtnent. * 

\:i to. Jane, her anxiety under this 
. .pence was, of course, more painful 
than Elizabeth's ; but whatever she 
felt she Vas desirous Of concealing, 
and between ’herself and Elizabeth, 
therefore^ the' Subject was 1 nev^ai- * 
Inded to. But 'Ss no such delicacy^ 
restrained hei* %iother, an hour sel- 
dom passed in Whidi she *did riot 
talk of Birtgley, express •her fulpa- 
tiendelter his arrival; Or even - require 
to.-iet&fess that if ,did not 
oh trie bricki’slie shorilff think herself 

i't* ‘ 

vary 
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very, ill used. It needed all Jape’s 
steady mildness to bear these attacks 
with tolerable tranquillity. ■» 

Mr. Collins returned most^unctu- 
all$ on the Mond ^v ( fortnight. but his 
reception at Lo&gbourn was not,, quit* 
so gracious as it fiud been on his first 
introduction. lie was too happy, 
however, to need much attention; 
and luckily for the others,- the busi- 
ness of love-making relieved them 
from a greats deal of his company. 
The chief o$e*wery day was 'spent, by 
him at Lucas Lodge, and he 7 some- 
"tim^s returned to Lougfoouwi only in 
time to make an apology for his ab- 
sence before the family Went to bed. 

Mrs. Beimet w aS really in a most 
pitiable state. " The very mention' of 
any thing concerning the match* throw 
her in(o v ai1ragony of ill hqmotnt and 
wherever she* went she *?as sure of 

hearing 
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• * 

hearing it talked of. •The | sight of 
iTCK&s Lucas was odious to her. As 
her successor ip that house, fclie re- 
garded her with jealous abhorrence. 
Whenever Charlotte came to see 
them she cofefhded her to be aiitici- 
patjhg the hohr.^fr •jf>ssession ; aid 
whfnevi*r sire spoke in a low voice to 
Mr. Coilius, was convipced that they 
were*tatying of the Longboum estate, 
and resolving to turn herself and her 
daughter out of the „ house, as soon . 
as Mr. JBeunet vgere dead; She com- 
plaiiiejl t^tto^Ty of all this to her hus- 
band. 

» 

“ indeed, Mfl*. Bennet,” said she, 

“ it is „very hafd to think that Char* 
lotte Lucas should ever be’inistrfess 
of this house, that I should be forced 
to make way for her, and live .Jo flee 
"her f|tke my place in it!” 

* My deal 5 , do not give way to 

vol. i. p spch 
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inch gloomy. thoughts. Let us hope 
for better things. Let us flatter our- 
selves that I may b^ the survn or.” 

This was not vary consoling to Mr«L 
Benpet, and, therefore, instead of 
making any answer, ‘Taffe went on as 
before, ^ \ ' 

“ I cannot bear to think that fbcy 
should have all this estate. If it was ' 
not for the entail 1 should not, mind 

l 

.it.” 

“ What should not you mind ? 

“ I should not iqind any .thing at 

all” n . ‘ 

• , “ Let us be thankful that you are 

» r - 4 , « ” 

preserved from a state of such insen- 
sibility.” . ’ 

i‘ I never can be thankful, Mr. Ben- 
ri^ for anything about the entail. How « 
any (jpe. could have the conscience to 
entail away.au estate fron. one’^ own' 
daughters I cannot understand; find 

all 
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all'fqr the sake of Mr. Qollius too l~* 
Why should he have it more t&an any- 
body else?” 

* “ I leave it to yourself to determine,” 
said Mr. Bennet. 


END OF VOL. I. 
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^jjadoa J'lMtftt by V Ho worth, 
\ HeffyW. Teoplc bar. 









